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PREFACE. 

I PUBLISH this volume in compliance with 
the wishes of a few friends, who think some 
little good may possibly be the residt, though 
my own judgment warns me that sermons so 
common-place are hardly worth preservation 
in print. I need no critia to teU me that the 
thoughts are often beaten out into very thin 
prolixity; that many of the illustrations are 
in bad taste ; and that the reader will repeat- 
edly catch the echo of familiar ideas, and 
even familiar language : but I plead that such 
faults are venial in sermoi3,s «5^itten hastily in 
the midst of incessant paDci^rwork, and de- 
signed (however feebly the, cfesj^'was fulfilled) 
to win attention from a very ntCperous medley 
of many " sorts and conditions of men " 

Coventry, 

January \\t\ 1864. 
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THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

THE LAYMAN'S POWER, 

St. John xx. 21, 22, 28. 

Then said Jesus to them again, PeoM he unto you : as My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. A'nd when He 
had said this. He breathed on them, and saith unto them. 
Receive ye the Holy Qhost: whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained. 

Countless controversies have raged round this 
text and the parallel passage in St Matthew's 
Gospel (xvi. 19). Of course men have held 
extreme views on either side. This was inevi- 
table. Opinion, once shaken from the equi- 
librium of truth, is sure to oscillate between 
opposite errors. Controversy, like a pendulum, 
must toil backwards and forwards in wearisome 
swing. But as there are powers in nature 
which gradually still the vibrations of the pen- 
dulum, and bring it back to rest ; so there are 
other powers, thank God, which in time check 
B 
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2 THE POWER OP THE KEYS. 

the pendulum of religious controversy, and 
restore it to the fixity of truth. 

We may hope that men's minds are by de- 
grees approaching the truth concerning the 
doctrine of absolution. Three centuries ago 
came the reaction from the extreme Eomanist, 
to the extreme Protestant view. Since then 
there have been many oscillations, but the 
limits within which the controversy sways have 
grown narrower of late : though not settled, it 
seems to be settling. 

Of course my text has received widely dif- 
ferent interpretations. The thorough Eomanist 
says : — " Christ here gave the Apostles absolute 
power to absolve both from sin and from the 
punishment of sin. He gave them the keys of 
heaven and hell. He promised that God would 
ratify in heaven the blessing and the curse they 
pronounced upon earth. This power the Apostles 
were commissioned to hand down to all true 
priests of the Church ever after. Therefore at 
the present day the priest, didy ordained, pos- 
sesses to the fcdl their absolving power." This 
the hearty Protestant vehemently denies : — 
"The authority," he maintains, "to remit and 
retain sins was given to the Apostles alone, and 
expired with them. In their hands the power 
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was fitly trusted, because they were infallible, 
and could discern spirits. But for others to claim 
a like commission is blasphemous arrogance." 

We repudiate both these interpretations ; the 
first unhesitatingly, the second with somewhat 
less decision : still we reject it, partly because 
it savours of an attempt to explain away the 
meaning of the text, and partly because we are 
loth to believe that any words of our Lord, 
especially words so solemn, had only a partial 
and temporary significance. 

I propose to examine the text in a purely 
practical manner. I believe the words proclaim 
a truth of priceless value ; a truth which did 
not die out with the last of the Apostles ; a 
truth which, in spite of controversies, protests 
and negations, still remains of vital importance; 
a truth which concerns this congregation here 
to-day as much as it concerned that little band 
at Jerusalem eighteen centuries ago. 

I have to maintain the doctrine that the 
absolving power still exists among men, and to 
make the inquiry, in what does that absolving 
power consist? I shall best fulfil my purpose 
by considering how the power of the keys can 
be exercised by the layman, the Church, and 
the priest respectively. 

b2 
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4 THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

Whenever the title " Son of Man," is given 
to our Lord in the New Testament, some truth 
concerning His Humanity is involved. We 
cannot suppose for a moment that the Evan- 
gelists rung the changes on the two names, 
'' Son of God " and " Son of Man," for the sake 
of their style, as a common author might do, 
and used them indiscriminately. They never 
employ the appellation, *'Son of Man," except 
when quoting our Lord's own words; and in 
His mouth the title always has a reference to 
His Humanity. 

Now on a certain occasion our Lord said to 
a man sick of the palsy who had been brought 
to Him for cure, — " Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee." (Mark ii. 5.) The scribes murmured that 
He spoke blasphemy : — "Who," they asked, "can 
forgive sins, but God only?" To prove His 
right to pardon, Jesus healed the sick man's 
disease. As He could demonstrate His power 
to cure. He argued that they were bound to 
believe His power to forgive. But what was 
it that He would have them believe? They 
had cavilled, — " Why does this man thus speak 
blasphemies ? Who can forgive sins, but God 
only ? " The Eedeemer worked a miracle to 
establish — what ? — that He was the Son of God, 
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THE LA YMAirS POWER. 5 

and therefore could forgive sins in heaven? 
No ! but to prove that the Son of Man, Man, 
had power on earth to forgive sins. He claimed 
authority to absolve in right of His Humanity. 

That perfect power of remitting and retaining 
sins which, in His perfect Manhood, the Man 
Christ Jesus exercised, we, with all our sins 
and imperfections, possess in an imperfect 
degree. Still we do possess it to a most mar- 
vellous extent, and the more Christlike we are, 
the more fully it is ours. 

I. Look at the fearful power of binding and 
loosing which men, acting in the union of 
society, possess over each other. We talk 
about a man's " lost character," and what do we 
mean \ That his fellow-men have retained his 
sins, have refused him absolution. And what 
manner of man, as a rule, is he who has lost his 
character ? Do you not find him hard, defiant 
and reckless ? Perhaps he lost the esteem and 
sympathy of his fellows when he most wanted 
their help. When the load of guilt lay heavy 
on his conscience, when the devil was on the 
alert to harden his heart, then his fellow-sinners 
turned the scale of his destiny by throwing 
in the weight of their excommunication. Old 
friends waxed distant, old acquaintance stif- 
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6 THE POWER OP THE KEYS. 

fened into strangers, the warm greeting grew 
chill, the open door was shut against him : in 
the midst of familiar scenes and familiar fiEU^es, 
may be in his own home and by his own fire- 
side, he found himself an outcast. And what 
was the issue ? Ah ! few men can bear up 
under the general anathema, few men can lie 
under the ban of society without growing sore- 
hearted, angry and hardened. Now and then 
a man of shrewd tact and strong perseverance 
will wait, and watch and bide his time, and at 
last regain his forfeited position and recover his 
lost character. But your ordinary sinner has 
not the strength to do this. Excommimicated 
by old Mends he seeks new ones, men of lost 
character like himself. That fatal step once 
taken, he inevitably sinks lower and lower into 
degradation. The Ishmael of his neighbour- 
hood he turns to bay, flinging away the last 
remnants of fair fame and self-respect. The 
clouds of moral darkness close round his life ; he 
owns no check but fear, no principle but selfish- 
ness ; at last the end is reached, and the loss of 
character results in the loss of his soul. Lost, 
for aught that man can do irremediably lost, he 
stands an awful proof of the power committed to 
us " whose soever sins ye retain, are retained." 
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THE LA YMAirS POWER. 7 

That you may not think this mere rhetoric, I 
will leave generalities, and even at the risk of 
painting our sin-retaining power with somewhat 
painful vividness, I will give you two definite 
illustrations. 

I take up first a miserable story written in 
a felon's cell; — the story of the writer's own 
shame and ruin, and the story too of the 
dreadful efficacy of a parent's excommimication. 
He had yielded to the common temptations of 
youth. In the heyday of hot passions, and 
under the influence of bad companions, he had 
fallen into vicious habits. His father and 
mother were religious, but austere and hard : 
their religion was rather that of the stem Jew, 
than of the loving Christian. In their rigid 
narrow creed such offences as their son had 
committed were accepted as a sign of immutable 
reprobation. In an evU hour they discovered 
his guilt. Conscience-stricken at the unutter- 
able sorrow which he read in their faces, he 
flung himself on his knees, entreating pardon 
and vowing amendment. He was repulsed. 
Coldly and calmly, though with great effort, 
his father dragged up words in which to tell 
him that henceforth he was cut off. from his 
father's house, even as in old times the offender 
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was cut off from the congregation of Israel. 
With white lips his mother confirmed the sen- 
tence. Tears and prayers were imavailing : they 
gave him all the money they could spare, and 
more than they could spare, and then their 
door closed on him for ever. Beside himself 
with grief and anger, rebelling against their 
sentence and retorting their curses, he rushed 
away to drug conscience and sorrow, thought 
and feeling, heart and brain in strong drink. 
From that time his life was like an evil dream 
of foul debauchery and deepening guilt, till at 
last he came to himself in a felon's cell. They 
retained his sins, and they were retained. 

A picture was exhibited a few years ago at 
the Eoyal Academy which none that saw it 
could easily forget. It told, I believe, a true 
story. In one compartment was represented a 
room replete with elegant luxury. The master 
of the house, flung down in a chair, held in his 
hand the open letter which had revealed his 
wife's sin ; and she lay prostrate on the ground, 
with guilty hands and fallen hair hiding her 
shame-stricken face. In his face and expression, 
painted with marvellous power, you read her 
sentence. Weak, cruel and selfish, he will 
think only of himself, of his honour and his 
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position in society, and will cast her out. In 
another compartment you see the sequel of the 
story. In an archway by the river-side, tattered 
and haggard, crouches " one more unfortunate," 
the abandoned wife. The moonlight falls on 
her wasted degraded features, and at her feet 
flows the dark silent river, tempting to suicide. 
You easily fill up the gap between the two 
compartments. Forsaken by her husband, ex- 
communicated by her own sex, repudiated, may 
be, by her own mother and sisters, she hardened 
her heart, parleyed with the tempter, returned 
to her sin, and became what she is. "They 
retained her sins, and they were retained." 

I choose striking illustrations, Christian 
brethren, for I seek to print vividly on your 
memories this truth, that the power which 
these parents and this husband possessed 
belongs to us all Tou and I, in our several 
degrees, have received from God this strange 
power of the keys, and we can hardly pass 
through life without exercising our commission. 
Let us be careful how we execute our trust. 
Once or twice high duty may bid us withhold 
our absolution. But let us never forget the 
awful reality, the awful responsibility, of such 
an act; that on our sentence may hang the 
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10 THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

destiny of another. How shall we fare our- 
selves if ever we retain a brother's sin to gratify 
our worldliness, selfishness, or revenge ? 

And remember this too. The higher our 
own character, the more genuine our religion, 
the greater is our power to remit and retain. 
The blessing, or curse, of a sinner is impotent. 
The blasphemous imprecations, or no less blas- 
phemous blessings, of the beggar to whom you 
refused, or gave, the charity (falsely so called) 
which he besought, pass by you less heeded 
than the scolding wind. But when the true 
Christian, whose verdict is stamped with au- 
thority by years of faithful service, speaks of 
comfort and forgiveness, his words thrill and 
soften the penitent with ineffable joy. And on 
the other hand, when he turns away sorrow- 
smitten from the impenitent, turns away in 
ominous silence, without daring to utter one 
word of pardon and peace, — in spite of his hardi- 
hood that sinner will quail as he feels the dread 
reality of the other's sin-retaining power. 

11. But let us now turn to the other side of 
this truth, our power to remit each other's sins. 

Society never remits sins. I have shown 
how it retains sins, and excommunicates the 
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offender: but society never withdraws its ex- 
communication, never grants remission. In 
course of time it often forgets, slurs over the 
offence and re-admits the offender into com- 
munion. The delinquent who has patience to 
bide his time, and skill to use his opportunities, 
may obtain, not remission, but oblivion for his 
sins. Circles that were, closed against him 
will open again ; hands that were withheld will 
once more be clasped in his ; frigid civility will 
warm by degrees into friendliness. But in all 
this there is little either to praise, or to blame. 
Such easy oblivion, such indolent lenity, is not 
real remission : it has no renovating, no sancti- 
fying power. 

But individual Christians can give a far 
more real absolution than this. Unless the act 
of pardon helps to renovate and redeem, it is 
no true absolution. But a man's pardon can 
often do this, — and why ? Because — as I hope 
you will clearly see before these sermons are 
ended — ^because man*s forgiveness is the sign 
and the earnest of God*s : from feeling that he 
is reconciled to his fellow-men, the sinner rises 
to the conviction that he is reconciled to (Jod. 
The parable of the prodigal, where the father 
on earth is made the symbol of our Father in 
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heaven, beautifully illustrates this truth. Even 
now, well as we know the story, we are anxious 
about the prodigal's reception at home, we feel 
that his future destiny may hang on his wel- 
come there. We note the promising symptoms 
of his repentance, his docility under chastise- 
ment, his prompt earnestness, his full confession, 
his genuine humility. But still we know that 
his repentance is insecure, his conversion in- 
complete, as yet. As he journeys from the far 
country we share in his gnawing anxiety : we 
foresee that if he is received with coldness and 
anger, the inevitable revulsion of feeling will, 
perhaps, send him back to his riotous living 
and his harlots. When at length they meet, 
father and son, we tremble with suspense ; the 
prodig£il!3 sobbing confession seems to choke in 
our own throats, and we experience a deep 
sense of relief ourselves when we see the father 
fling his arms round his son's neck, and kiss 
his burning cheek. By our own instincts we 
know that the prodigal's heart at that moment 
has bounded up into new light and life, that 
the heavy burden of guilt has rolled away, that 
the dark night of the irrevocable past has ended 
at last, and the morning of fresh hope and fresh 
faith dawned upon him. 
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Mark here, then, the redeeming power of 
human forgiveness. The moment of pardon is 
the beginning of a new life ; the guilt of sin is 
expunged, the power of sin is broken, and sorrow 
ripens into conversion. Brothers, sisters, — ^how 
awful is this power of absolution which God 
has placed in our hands ! 

"But are you not," you may ask, "forcing 
the parable to yield the lesson you want ? are 
you not losing sight of the spiritual meaning in 
treating it thus as a mere human story?" I 
am at a loss to know what significance more 
spiritual the parable can bear: what interpre- 
tation can be less forced than that which strikes 
me first when I read it in a natural childlike 
manner. But let us take parables of our own, 
where no scruples about interpretation shall 
mar the appeal which they make to your sym- 
pathies in support of my doctrine. 

The first shall come from our great poet's 
greatest poem. The close of that poem is a 
noble homily on absolution. He there paints 
the fallen queen, stricken with shame and 
remorse, yet still lingering over the seductive 
memory of her sin, until at last she "grew 
half guilty in her thoughts again." But at 
this critical juncture, when she trembles on 
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the verge between repentance and relapse, the 
king conies, comes, not to curse, but to forgive- 
As she grovels at his feet, he pronounces 
absolution : — 

" all is past, the sin is sinn'd, and I, 

Lo ! I forgive thee, as Eternal God 

Forgives : do thou for thine own soul the rest." 

Would you score out these words as wrong 
and dangerous ? or would you confess that 
there is precious truth in the poet's fiction 
when he tells how that absolution confirmed 
the penitence that shame had begun, and gave 
to the guilty queen the will and the strength 
to 

" wear out in almsdeed and in prayer 

The sombre close of that voluptuous day.*' 

And here is a second parable — ^not altogether 
fiction. A wayward wicked boy had fled from 
the home which his sins had rendered miserable. 
He carried with him the memory of his father's 
curse and his mother's tears. Years passed 
away : at last in the far country of his exile 
the news reached him of his father's death. 
Then for the first time he felt his father's 
curse, that Curse now irrevocable. He remem- 
bered that he was the only son of his mother, 
and that she was a widow ; and he yearned to 
secure her forgiveness before she died. He set 
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out on his voyage homewards. Throughout the 
long journey he could never still the gnawing 
anxiety — *' will she be alive ? will she forgive 
me ? " His heart sickened with suspense as he 
entered his native town; sickened as he ap- 
proached the old familiar doorway, sickened as 
he asked for his mother. Very heartsick and 
trembling he traversed the well-known passage : 
his hand quivered on the lock as he opened the 
door — and there she sat, how old ! how altered ! 
For months he had been preparing what he 
meant to say, but now that the time was come, 
he forgot everything but the one word, " Mother.*' 
She looked up on the instant. Her eyes were 
dim with age, and in the man's changed fieu^e 
and figure she could not recognize her wayward 
boy: but the tones awoke old echoes in her 
heart; "the voice was the voice of Jacob." 
The trembling arms opened to welcome him — 
" my son." In a moment the prodigal was on 
his knees, his face hid in her lap, sobbing out 
his confession of sorrow and sin, sobbing out 
his prayer for pardon. But before the tale was 
half told she had bent over him and whispered, 
" I forgive thee, I foi^ve thee, my boy ; and 
God forgives thee too." 
And would you have stepped in between 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16 THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

them with cold orthodoxy and said, — "This 
woman speaketh blasphemy. Who can forgive 
sins, but God only ? " No, my friends ! for 
you feel that she had the power to remit or 
retain his sins. Had she refused her blessing, 
had she called up the dead father's curse and 
again flung it at her son, he might have gone 
out from her presence scathed and blighted, 
a lost man. But as it was, there was a redeem- 
ing power, a renovating grace in her words* 
They riveted her son's repentance. She spoke 
under the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and 
her forgiveness was the symbol of God's. And 
as she bent weeping over her restored prodigal, 
there was joy in the presence of thjd angels. 
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THE CHURCHES POWER. 



St. John xx. 21, 22, 23. 

Then said Jeaua to them (igain, Peace be unto you : as My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when He 
had said this He breathed on them, and saith wUo them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ohost: whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted tmto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained. 

Last Sunday we examined the authority to 
remit and retain sins which is committed to 
all Christians, whether kymen, or clergy. I 
tried to make you feel that theoretical objec- 
tions to the acknowledgment of this authority 
faded away in the presence of actual facts. In 
the awful fate which often befalls the excom- 
municated outcast we saw the dread reality of 
man's sin-retaining power. In the husband's 
forgiveness of his fallen, but repentant, wife, 
in the mother's ecstasy of pardon over her 
restored prodigal, we recognized man's com- 
mission to remit sins. I ventured to dispense 
with arguments and reasons, to appeal to the 
c 
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heart rather than the head ; for I reckoned that 
when once your sympathies were stirred and 
quickened you would feel the softening and 
redeeming potency of human forgiveness, and 
confess that man's absolution was the type and 
pledge of Gfod*s. 

To-day we reach the second stage of our 
subject, in which we have to study the ab- 
solving power lodged in the Church. Hitherto 
our path has been comparatively plain, but 
now we approach debateable ground and must 
tread warily. 

"But,'' you may ask, "why not avoid this 
debateable ground, where so much caution is 
needed ? ** I answer as a simple Christian, — 
because this is a practical matter, one of the 
most intensely practical with which you and 
I can deal. I answer as a Christian priest, — 
because, for two painfully cogent reasons, I 
should be false to my trust if, while such 
errors are rife on the subject, I held my tongue. 
These reasons I must state. 

{a) I ventured last Sunday to reject that 
interpretation of my text which maintaina 
that Christ gave the absolving power to the 
Apostles alone, and that it died out with them. 
Now however strong my own convictions on 
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this vexed question, I should be wrong to 
express them thus openly in this place, if the 
Church of which I am a minister had not 
clearly repudiated that interpretation herself. 
I am no believer in the infallibility of the 
Prayer Book; I do not think that strict 
obedience to all its injunctions is expedient, 
or even possible, in the present day ; I would 
gladly see some minor blots and blemishes 
removed. But while I remain a priest of the 
English Church I am bound frankly to believe 
the main, nay all the doctrines of her liturgy. 
And I ask — ^is not the doctrine of absolution 
a main doctrine there? is it not so closely 
woven into the texture of the Prayer Book 
that you would have to tear the fabric to 
pieces to effect its removal? In her daily 
prayers and in her oflSce for the eucharist, our 
Church claims the right to absolve ; in her 
Ordination Service she entrusts that right to 
her priests ; and in her order for the visitation 
of the sick she bids them use it by the beds of 
dying men. Now a layman is free to worship 
in our communion, though he holds not all 
our doctrines ; but the clergyman has resigned 
that freedom. If we sanction, even by silence, 
hostile criticism on any doctrine of our Prayer 
c2 
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Book so essential as this, men may acciise Us 
of equivocation and dishonesty. And these 
sins are laid to our charge. We are taxed 
with sinking scrapled and stifling doubts, on 
this and other matters, for the sake of our 
orthodoxy, our position, and our emoluments. 
I can tell you that many of us wince under 
this indictment, and vehemently plead " not 
guilty." And therefore, here as elsewhere, we 
ask for a calm examination and full compre-« 
hension of our belief before we are pronounced 
either superstitious or dishonest. 

(b) But there is another reason why we 
clergy must not slur over in timid silence this 
controversy on absolution. The incredulity of 
the laity has gone far to render the commission 
to bind and to loose almost obsolete and futila 
Believing, as we do, that Christ gave this 
power for the benefit of His Church, and that 
for lack of it our ministry of reconciliation is 
sadly hampered, we are bound to strive for its 
re-establishment and renewal. In the Church 
of Eome absolution, with all its false magical 
pretension, is still a mighty power: it is 
grievous to think that we, in our fierce re- 
action from Eomish error, have almost lost 
this potent agency. It was hard for Israel in 
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old times to lose her lusty champion ; it was 
harder still to know that he was set to grind 
com in the mill-house of the Philistines. 

We ask then for a calm examination of our 
Church's doctrine on absolution. Half the 
common Protestant dislike to the doctrine 
arises from various misconceptions, of which 
the greatest is this, — ^that absolution from sin 
involves remission of punishment. No mis- 
take could be greater. Forgiveness may be 
granted, and yet the penalty follow, never- 
theless. "The Lord hath put away thy sin," 
said Nathan to repentant David, but in the 
same breath he added, — "Howbeit the child 
that is bom unto thee shall surely die." 
Bemember that punishments are of two kinds, 
natural and arbitrary. The natural punish- 
ment of a drunkard, for instance, is ruined 
health and shattered nerves : no repentance, 
no forgiveness will remove that penalty. In 
David's case the death of his child, the sword 
that never left his house, and the open shame 
of his wives were, not the inevitable results 
of his offence, but an arbitrary punishment 
awarded by God. Perhaps, after all, we are 
rash in pronouncing any Divine punishment 
arbitrary. For aught we know there may be 
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a secret law in every case linking together 
the crime and the chastisement: indeed at 
times we seem to catch the glimmer of some 
such law, and we call it, retribution. Arbi- 
trary punishments, however, if there be such 
in the penal system of God, may possibly be 
remitted, but not natural penalties. Now we 
know that the sinner's hell will be, in some 
measure, the legitimate issue of his wickedness ; 
he will reap there what he sowed here ; if he 
sowed to the flesh, his harvest will be the 
undying worm of lust that can be fed no 
longer, the unquenchable fire of passions that 
cannot be gratified. Until the priest can remit 
the consequences of sin in this world, until, 
for example, he can by his absolution restore 
health to the broken profligate, or wealth to 
the ruined spendthrift, it* is in vain for him 
to claim the power of remitting natural penal- 
ties in the other world. 

Clearly understand then that absolution 
from sin is not remission of punishment : the 
human priest may not meddle with that. We 
want a very different definition. When the 
load of guilt lies heavy on the sinner's heart, 
when his conscience is racked and restless, 
trhen thick darkness shrouds his soul, and his 
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spirit pines under the sense of alienation from 
God, — ^then to liffc the load from his heart, to 
quieten his harassed conscience, to pour light 
into his darkened soul, and to flash through his 
spirit the new-bom ecstasy of peace and joy in 
believing — ^this, this is absolution. 

They brought to Jesus a man sick of the 
palsy, and also, it would seem, very soul-sick 
with sin. He had felt the drawing power of 
Christ, the first yearning of love, the dim 
dawning of hope : and as he lay there on his 
pallet-bed, helpless, darkened and miserable, 
looking up into the solemn eyes of the Re- 
deemer, he knew, I imagine, instinctively that 
he was in the presence of One who could save 
him body and souL For a few moments of 
unutterable suspense the Absolver bent over 
him, read the damning secrets of his heart, saw 
how the memory of past transgressions chained 
down his soul, how the sense of guilt hung 
like a black veil between him and his God, — 
and then by His absolution he broke the 
chains and swept the veil aside. "Thy sins 
be forgiven thee." can you not conceive 
how at the words the light of God burst on 
his mind, and the life of God thrilled through 
his spirit? Can you not conceive how in 
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SL moment he felt himself a new creature, felt 
that the wretched past was blotted out for 
ever, and that a glorious future lay before him, 
full of new hope and new faith. 

This was absolution : and if the Church can 
in any degree do for penitents now, what her 
Lord did for that poor paralytic, she has not 
altogether lost that absolving power which He 
committed to her charge. 

You will understand that I now speak of 
the Church in the highest and most hallowed 
sense of the word, apart from all idea of ex- 
ternal organisation, or painful thought about 
sects and schisms. I speak of the children of 
the Kingdom, of the Communion of Saints, of 
the fellowship of Christ's religion. From the 
Son of Man, the Head of Humanity, there have 
gone forth living principles, life-giving truths. 
Propagated by the secret agency of the Holy 
Spirit they have gone abroad among men, 
entered with vital power into their hearts, 
changed their natures, and conformed them unto 
the likeness of the God-Man, Jesus Christ. 
Quickened by His Spirit, looking up to Him as 
the author and finisher of their faith, under His 
cross-banner fighting for dear spirit life against 
the Devil, the World, and the Flesh, those true 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE CHURCWS POWER. 25 

men, linked together by common hopes, com- 
mon sympathies, and common love, welded into 
one communion in the unity of the Spirit — 
these true men form Christ's Engdom upon 
earth, they constitute his militant Church. 

The New Testament sets the Church in con- 
trast to the world, to men who are slaves to 
sin, who stand outside the communion of saints. 
Even in such men we often find much that is 
good, some fragments of the image of Grod. They 
are partly leavened by the spirit of the Church, 
partly purified by her influence. Often you 
cannot tell whether they are in truth children 
of this World, or children of light. You feel 
that it would be presumption and bigotry in 
you to determine even in secret to which class 
this or that man belongs. For in a wider, and, 
indeed, a truer sense of the word, these sinners 
too are members of the Church. For the 
Church is a vast medley of the bad and the 
good, a great field where tares and wheat grow 
together. They are all embraced in the Father's 
love, all redeemed by the Son, all wrought on 
by the Spirit There is no wall of separation ; 
the worst, if he will, may pass within the inner 
circle. The Householder has taught us that it 
is no office of ours to separate the tares and the 
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wheat. He only knows who are His, and who 
are the world's. But when we come to discri- 
minate, not between individuals, but between 
principles, the task is both lawful and possibla 
Even we can distinguish between the true 
loving spirit of the Church, and the false selfish 
spirit of the worid. 

In the early ages of Christianity the contrast 
was more strongly marked. Hemmed in and 
sorely beset by heathendom, the visible Church 
was, almost literally, a community of saints. 
The convert who lapsed into sin was almost 
sure to lapse into idolatry. Those little com- 
panies of believers, complete Churches in them- 
selves, and yet still component parts of the 
Catholic Church — ^the Church at Ephesus, the 
Church at Corinth, the Churches in the houses 
of Philemon or Nymphas— contained few who 
were not, however feeble and frail, still sincere* 
disciples of Christ 

And each of these Churches, forming as it 
did a royal priesthood, exercised the power to 
remit and retain sins. St. Paul records an 
instance where this was done in the Corin- 
thian Church. Pufifed up and perverted by 
exaggerated views of Christian liberty and 
spirituality, this Chui'ch had suffered a man 
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guilty of foul sin to remain in communion. 
St Paul, with much indignation, demanded 
his excommunication. He bade them meet 
in solemn assembly and cast him out; and 
he promised to be present in spirit to clench 
their sentence by the infliction of some bodily 
scourge. By the special power of his apostle- 
ship, the power by which St. Peter had struck 
down Ananias and Sapphira, the power by 
which he had himseK smitten Elymas with 
blindness, he undertook to " deliver him unto 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the 
spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord 
Jesus." The command was obeyed, though not 
unanimously ; a small number of St. Paul's 
opponents do not seem to have shared in the 
act. The excommunication was not the elaborate 
formal proceeding of a later period: it was 
simply that his fellow-Christians ceased to hold 
communication with the offender. They knew 
him not ; they passed him by on the other 
side ; they withheld the friendly gi'eeting and 
the words of fellowship. In the midst of his 
fellow-worshippers he found himself a solitary 
alien. When the Apostle wrote again he had 
learned that the sinner, though contrite and 
penitent, was stiQ under the ban. In calling 
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on them to rescind their sentence, St. Paul 
marks his own sense of ite awful sin-retaining 
power: — "Ye ought rather to forgive him, and 
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should 
be swallowed up with over much sorrow." 
Their ban had done its work, and the time was 
now come for the healing virtues of forgiveness. 
As I ponder the passage (2 Cor. ii 1 — 11) in 
which St Paul recalls, and bids them recall, 
their joint anathema, a solemn and touching 
scene seems to rise before me, — a scene which, 
however unlike it may be in detail arid cir- 
cumstance, undoubtedly embodies the spirit of 
what actually happened. I fancy myself in the 
assembly of the Corinthian converts eighteen 
hundred years ago. The news of another letter 
from St. Paul has spread through the com- 
munity, and the Church has come together to 
hear it read. On the outskirts of the gathering 
standing afar oflf in the publican fashion, me- 
thinks I see the outcast offender, sad, gloomy 
and almost sullen. An elder begins to read. 
Soon comes a reference to the bitter reproof in 
in his last letter, to their excommunication, and 
to the transgressor's penitence : through the 
stillness each word falls sharp and clear; — 
' sufficient to such a man is this pimishmeQt," 
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—-perhaps the reader falters a little at the next 
words, — " forgive him, comfort him." There is 
a solemn pause ; the letter is laid down ; there 
are soft tears in the women's eyes, and the 
whole assembly, as one man, turns kindly to 
the poor outcast, standing there trembling with 
emotion. For a moment none stirs or speaks, 
and then the oldest in the room draws near and 
kisses him with the holy kiss of reconciliation ; 
and after him another, and then a third; and 
soon they all crowd round him with friendly 
greeting and sympathy. Presently the elders 
bring him to the front rank, the epistle is 
taken up and read to the end ; and then a 
deacon brings in cup and platter, bread and 
wine, and all gather round the table in holy 
commimion, the restored prodigal for the nonce 
in the place of honour. And when the feast is 
over, he goes down to his house softened and 
redeemed ; they had remitted his sins, and they 
were remitted. 

Such were excommimication and absolution 
in the Corinthian Church, and something like 
this they continued to be for a while in the 
early days of Christianity. Something like this 
they would be now, if the Church were that 
true ideal Church for which the Apostles 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 THE POWER OP THE KEYS, 

laboured and suffered and died. But as she is, 
corrupt, disunited and secularized, in her collec- 
tive capacity she has almost lost her power to 
bind and to loose. Almost, but not quite. By 
her false and mischievous absolution, by her 
excommunication, pernicious once, but ludicrous 
now, the Eoman Communion almost robbed the 
Catholic Church of her lawful power. But that 
power was divinely given to meet real human 
wants^ and therefore cannot be destroyed. Thank 
God, it still exists. 

I think you will echo my thanksgiving if 
you will consider again, for a few moments, 
what I tried to show you last Simday, namely, 
that the world also, or to use the modern 
word, society, possesses the same prerogativa 
The world too can curse and bless ; and alas ! 
it commonly uses the power with accursed 
cowardice, selfishness and caprice. It absolves 
the wealthy, the titled, the successful sinner. 
Self-seeking men court his favour, mean men 
fawn on him, worldly men make a mock and 
jest of his sin. But good and true men hold 
aloof. Cold civility, distant courtesy, thinly 
veiled repugnance — ^this is the best thing they 
can ofifer. Many a haughty sinner, for all he 

^Id his head so high, has winced and quailed 
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under this silent excommimication. He would 
barter all the flatteries of his parasites, all the 
boon companionship of his comrades in sin, for 
the kind word and hearty hand-grasp of an 
honest man. But that he cannot have: he 
may buy absolution from the world, but not 
from the Church; at least, not from the true 
Church. I know that the false Church, fitly 
represented by mitred sycophant, or greedy 
priest, has often cried " Amen," when the world 
pronounced absolution an wickedness in high 
places. But I find that often and often the 
absolved impenitent has himself felt the futility 
of such absolution, and chafed and fretted at 
the refusal of that true forgiveness for which 
he craved. And that too when the Church has 
been represented by a mere handful of men, or 
even by a single man. It was so in the court of 
Ahasuerus, where one man, Mordecai, silently, 
without a word spoken, excommunicated the 
powerful favourite, false Haman. It was so 
again in the court of Herod, where the obse- 
quious absolution of the lords, high captains 
and chief rulers of Galilee, could not silence 
in the king's conscience the single sin-retaining 
voice of John the Baptist. 

Contrast in another respect the world's abso- 
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lution with that of the Church. Society is 
strangely capricious. It blasts certain offences 
with an irrevocable curse, and winks at others 
equally bad. Take an instance. In the sight 
of God David's sin was worse than Bathsheba's. 
Yet society will condone the man's oflfence, 
though he shows no symptom of sorrow ; while 
for the woman, however penitent, it has no par- 
don. In her case even kind-hearted Christians, 
with timid cowardice, bow to the world's judg- 
ment. We hide our fallen sisters in Eefuges and 
Penitentiaries, but we dare not restore them to 
their old places in our homes and hearts. We 
may long to do so, but we are not free ; we are 
slaves to society. We dread the sneers, the 
polished incivility, the significant allusions, the 
inuendoes, the sarcasms of our acquaintanca 
We are afraid of compromising ourselves ; of 
losing caste, of lowering our position, and so — . 
and so we acquiesce in the worid's excommuni- 
cation. Though pity pleads in our hearts, 
though conscience reproves our baseness, we 
leave the poor penitent to her fate and pass by 
on the other side. 

And is this the spirit of the Church? Look 
in the seventh chapter of St Luke's Gospel : 
what lesson does the Head of the Church read 
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you there on this score ? Our Eedeemer sat at 
meat in a Pharisee's house, in the midst of a 
most respectable company, no doubt. "And, 
behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood 
at His feet behind him weeping, and began to 
wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them 
with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, 
and anointed them with the ointment" The 
Pharisee would have recoiled from her touch, 
and because the Saviour did not, he pronounced 
Him no prophet in his secret heart. Our Lord, 
with sublime irony, entangled the man in his 
own logic, condemned him out of his own 
mouth, and then, calmly affronting the artificial 
morality of the company, exalted the woman 
from her low degree to a higher estate than 
their own by His love and pardon : — " Thy sins 
are forgiven ; thy faith hath saved thee ; go in 
peace." 

"Thy sins are foi^ven," — ^to "a woman of 
the city, which was a sinner '* I Look there 
how Jesus forgave the world's unpardonable 
sin ! And does the Church now ever emulate 
that example ? Alas ! not often. I can recall 
instance after instance in fiction, but very few 
in real Ufa Ask the noble ladies who mini3ter 
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in our Penitentiaries, and they will tell you 
that they can get money, patronage and pity 
for their poor clients with comparative ease, 
but that it is almost in vain to plead for resto- 
ration, pardon and love. The poor Magdalene 
now-a-days must struggle heavenwards as best 
she can, with the world's ban upon her, and 
with but a niggard underhand absolution from 
the Church. Yet though those may never 
reclaim her as their own who were once nearest 
and dearest, though her name may never be 
mentioned, her memory clean blotted out in 
her father's house, though to her dying day the 
excommunication of home may lie heavy on 
her soul — ^yet still she may feel that the Church, 
the true Church, has reversed that unhallowed 
decree, and remitted her sin. Though the com- 
passionate arm that steals round her is the arm 
of a stranger, though the pure kiss that seeks 
to hallow her polluted cheek is the kiss of a 
stranger, yet that stranger can forgive with 
reality and power, for she forgives in the name 
of all that is brave and true in human nature, 
in the name of regenerate humanity, in the 
name of the Church of Christ. 
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St. John xx. 21, 22, 28. 

Then mid Jesus to them again, Peace he mUo you : as My 
Father Tiath sent Me, even so send I you. And when He 
had said this. He breathed on them, amd saith wnio them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit, 
they a/re remitted imto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain, they are retained, 

I MUST crave your indulgence for making 
this sermon a parenthesis, as it were, in the 
course. According to the plan proposed at the 
outset, I ought to-day to discuss the priest's 
absolving power ; but before I can do this pro- 
perly I must first ask you to consider what 
constitutes a priest, and what is the nature of 
his commission. 

Unavoidably my sermon must assume, in 
some degree, a controversial character, for I 
am bound to deal with certain radical errors 
from which priestcraft and all its evils have 
sprung. These errors are threefold — 

(1) That the priest is commissioned to 
d2 
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exercise certain delegated prerogatives of the 
Godhead. 

(2) That the priesthood is a peculiar caste, 
elevated by episcopal ordination to the posses- 
sion of certain mystical powers. 

(3) That the priest is, not a messenger from 
Gk)d to men, but the mouthpiece and repre- 
sentative of men's religious tendencies and 
cravings, their delegate and deputy to God. 

I. My first duty then is to controvert the 
priest's right to wield any divine prerogatives. 

Jesus Christ during His ministry upon earth 
was HimseK all-sufl&cient for His disciples. Son 
of God and Son of Man, He was at once their 
Divine Comforter and their Human Priest He 
read their hearts and searched their thoughts ; 
He awoke the sense of guilt and the craving for 
holiness ; He enlightened their understandings 
and strengthened their characters ; in a word 
by His divine grace He leavened and haUowfed 
their entire natures. This was His inward work 
upon them as the Divine Comforter. On the 
other hand, in His office of Human Priest, He 
made known to them the Father. His Human 
Nature was a revelation of the Divine Nature ; 
God was made manifest in His flesh. His 
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human love and truth were symbols of the 
divine love and truth : His perfect Manhood 
was the image, the outward and visible sign, of 
God upon eartL When His disciples, won by 
the inefiable beauty of His human character, 
gathered round Him in adoration and love. He 
told them that He whom they saw and heard, 
and their hands handled, was made in the 
express image of His Father's Person ; and He 
told them likewise that they too were originally 
made in that same image, and that however it 
had become marred and defac^ed in them, it 
might still be restored. He told them that His 
Father's will was that they should be conformed 
to His likeness, that they should be redeemed, 
regenerated, absolved from their sins. 

Eighteen centuries have passed since a cloud 
received Him out of His Apostles' sights and 
yet both the Son of God and the Son of Man 
are among us now: here in England, now in 
this nineteenth century as actually as of old in 
Palestine. The Son of God is among us in the 
invisible omnipresent personality of the Holy 
Spirit: the Son of Man is among us repre- 
sented, feebly indeed and imperfectly, but still 
truly represented by His Body the Church, and 
more especially by the Priesthood of His Church. 
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Jesus said before His departure; — "I will 
pray the Father and He shall give you another 
Comforter, that He may abide with you for 
ever." Another Comforter, you observe. The 
Son of God was the first Comforter, the Spirit 
of God the second. The work and office of 
the One were taken up and continued by the 
Other. The divine work of searching the 
heart, rousing the conscience and imbuing the 
corrupt nature with regenerating grace, which 
the Messiah once performed among His little 
band of disciples, — ^that same work is now 
done by the Paraclete with yet fuller depth 
and power throughout all Christendom. 

But on the eve of His Ascension Jesus said 
again : — "As my Father hath sent me, even so 
send I you. And when He had said this, He 
breathed on them, and saith unto them, Keceive 
ye the Holy Ghost : whose soever sins ye remit, 
they are remitted unto them ; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained." The mission 
here given is supplemental to that of the Spirit 
Comforter. The Father had sent His Son into 
the world in human form, and on Him in His 
Manhood the Holy Ghost had descended with 
the light and strength that were needful for 
His work : and now He, before He returned to 
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His Father, sent forth other men, endued with 
the same Spiiit, to carry out His human office 
and perpetuate His human priesthood. In their 
priesthood, as in His, the end and aim was 
absolution. By their lives, even more than by 
their lips, they were to make known the Father, 
to reveal His mind and will, to proclaim the 
counsels of His love. They were to tell the 
world that He had given His Son to die for it, 
and that now, for that Son's sake. He offered 
free forgiveness to all mankind, — ^yes, utterly 
free, given without money and without price to 
all darkened consciences and sin-laden hearts 
that could and would receive it. 

The Godhead of Christ for ever abiding with 
us in the Holy Spirit, the Manhood of Christ 
for ever perpetuated among us in His Body the 
Church, and specially in the priests who repre- 
sent the Church, — if men had kept these truths 
clear and pure, they would have escaped the 
evils of priestly tyranny. But the priest either 
blindly mistook, or wilfully forsook, his ap- 
pointed office. He forgot that he was sent as 
the spokesman of the Church to carry on the 
human ministry of his Master : he forgot that 
he was ordained to preach the Gospel to the 
poor, to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
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deliverance to the captive and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty them that were 
bruised: He forgot all this, his ministry of \ 

reconciliation. He saw the mighty power he ' 

might wield if he boldly trespassed on the 
office of the Spirit, and claimed the authority 
of the Godhead : he saw that the people, carnal 
and superstitious, prone to lean on man rather 
than on God, were ready to connive at his guilt: 
he .saw all this, and yielded to the temptation. 
It was, as you well know, in the Church of 
Rome that this impious usurpation was most 
fully and hideously developed : and what was 
the result ? Why — if I rightly understand the 
history of that Church, the doctrine of the 
Trinity has been fearfully mutilated in her 
system. In some measure she has faithfully 
preached the Father and the Son, but instead 
of the Holy Spirit she has preached the Church, 
or in other words the priesthood. The Spirit is 
imparted indeed, but only so far as the priests 
see fit to deal out His gift to the people. They 
have a monopoly of the means of grace : the 
mercies of God can reach the laity through no 
channel but themselves. They are the plenipo- 
tentiaries of heaven, vicars of Christ's Godhead, 
fts well as of His Manhood. The Priesthood is 
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the other comforter. And what a fatal com- 
forter ! Too often, alas ! both they and their 
people have alike forgotten the true nature of 
God, and of His forgiveness. In their eyes 
He has been an arbitrary and capricious task- 
master, an almighty despot who willed the 
death of a sinner, but who might be persuaded 
by certain devices to change His mind, induced 
on certain terms to sell His forgiveness. And 
this misbelief arose because they had forgotten 
what manner of salvation they wanted. They 
cared little about absolution from guilt and 
deliverance from sin. What the people craved 
for in their slavish selfishness, and what the 
priests in their arrogance dared to sell, was 
remission of punishment, a guaranty against 
hell. The priest therefore in his capacity of 
spiritual director first heard the outpourings of 
the wounded soul, inspected its spiritual state, 
bargained on God's behalf for the conditions on 
which pardon should be purchased, and then 
by his blasphemous parody of divine absolu- 
tion sent the sinner away with his sin retained, 
but the dread of eternal damnation remitted. 

But do not fancy that the sin of priestliness 
is confined to the Church of Bome. It springs 
up in every religious community. Whatever 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

his "denomination" may be, by whatever name 
he may call himself, priestliness is the besetting 
sin of the priest. The wish to dispense rewards 
and punishments in the name of God, and the 
hankering after the odious office of spiritual 
director are not peculiar to any Church. You 
wiU find spiritual directors and hucksters of 
God's forgiveness among Protestant pastors as 
well as among Popish priests. Two centuries 
ago Protestantism was triumphant while popery 
and prelacy were beaten down in England, and 
then Milton made his famous discovery that 
"new presbyter was nothing but old priest 
writ large." It is the same stilL The Protes- 
tant priest, under whatever name he passes, 
minister, preacher, or class-leader, is constantly, 
either from ignorance of his true office, or else 
from the love of power, oppressing the people 
in the name of God. Teaching in effect that 
religion is but a device for escaping hell, and 
arrogating a virtual infallibility, he thrusts him- 
self between the penitent and his Eedeemer, 
prescribes the requisite course of spiritual expe- 
riences, exacts all the conditions and symp- 
toms which his sect require as preliminaries to 
forgiveness, and reserves to himself the right 
of deciding when the weaiy soul has reached 
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the frame of mind in which at length he is 
safe and may venture to trust in God. And 
thus, in the midst of our Protestant enlighten- 
ment, tender consciences are harassed and 
weak minds perplexed ; thus the self-sufficient 
are puffed up with spiritual pride and the 
slavish filled with superstition ; while worldly- 
men turn away from real religion in disgust 
at the parody, 

II. I have now to maintain, in the second 
place, that the priesthood is not an exalted 
spiritual caste, mysteriously endowed with 
mysterious powers. 

There are two kinds of priesthood, the eccle- 
siastical and, to borrow St Peter's word, the 
"royal" priesthood. To form a clear idea of 
what is meant by the name, priest, in the 
Christian dispensation, you must frankly ac- 
knowledge the truth of the distinction. 

The priest is rightly defined as the representa- 
tive of the ChurcL (I know that I have already, 
and shall again, call him " a messenger from 
God," '' the ambassador of Christ ;" but the two 
definitions, you wiU see at once, are not in- 
compatible.) It was evident from the first, that 
if the order and seemliness which God loves 
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were to be preserved in the Church, a body of 
men must be set apart to minister to the people 
in religious things. It was no less evident 
that such a body, duly and solemnly ordained, 
might trust that the Head of the Church would 
give a sanction and a virtue to their ministra- 
tions, such as no disorderly intruder on their 
office had a right to expect. Nay, the Church 
might look for more than this : she might well 
be confident that her Lord would pour special 
grace on the ministers she chose, to make them 
worthy of their high vocation. Nevertheless, 
if unhappily these ministers neglected the gift 
that was in them by the laying on of hands, 
their imworthiness could not entirely nullify, 
however much it might mar and diminish, the 
virtue of their official acts. For their sin the 
people were not to suffer; they were but the 
deputies of the Church; and the Church on 
this score infallible, could never lose her effi- 
cacy, as long as faith abode among her members. 
The Word and Sacraments remain "effectual, 
because of Christ's institution and promise, 
although they be ministered by evil men."* 
Good or evil, then, the ordained officers of 
the Church do constitute a genuine priest- 

♦ Article XXVI. 
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hood, though we must needs qualify the full 
significance of the word by the epithet, eccle- 
siastical. 

But are not the very arguments with which 
we maintain the real efficacy of the ecclesiastical 
priesthood a proof in themselves that there 
must be another, a royal, priesthood ? With all 
reason we contend that personal holiness is not 
absolutely essential in the one ; yet with equal 
reason we insist that it is the very essence of 
the other. We can never acknowledge a mere 
functionary to be, in aught but his official 
capacity, a representative of the Church, In 
spite of High Church theories, we repudiate as 
miserably low that doctrine which, on the mere 
ground of his ordination, acknowledges the 
carnal careless Church official as a priest in 
any but the humblest sense of the word. No ! 
should the painful necessity come we will use 
his ministrations without scruple, strong in our 
own faith and in the holiness of our Church : 
but in our hours of weakness, perplexity and 
sorrow, when we want human guidance and 
human comfort, we will not go to him ; we wiU 
go where our cravings lead us, to men nobler, 
wiser, better than ourselves, to men whose lives 
declare that their communion with God is closer 
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than ours. These shall tell us of the Father's 
love ; these shall help us to His footstool ; these, 
whether in orders or out of orders, we will 
reverence as our royal priests. 

Now it is obvious that no Church can long 
prosper unless the ranks of the ecclesiastical 
are largely filled by members of the royal 
priesthood. In the early ages of Christianity 
the two priesthoods were almost identical ; for 
the wisest and the best eagerly sought, and 
were promptly raised to, the sacerdotal office. 
But as time passed on and the Church became 
blended with the State, there came plain calls 
even to the most perfect Christians to serve 
God in other stations : moreover as corruption 
spread, evil men, in larger numbers, crept into 
the ministry. Still, in her palmy days, the 
Church of Eome had a notable hierarchy. The 
majority, it is true, had thrust themselves intd 
the priestly office only to batten on her reve- 
nues; but the minority was large enough to 
leaven the lump : for in the reign of brute force 
and dark ignorance the spiritual and the learned 
were almost driven for shelter to her altars and 
cloisters. But as the corruption worsened the 
hierarchy deteriorated; till at last true men, 
with fire kindling in their hearts, broke the 
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chains of ecclesiastical tradition and tyranny, 
repudiated the Church of Eome with her priest- 
craft and her systems, and in right of their 
royal priesthood began to preach once more a 
Saviour and the forgiveness of sins. 

To some, possibly, the distinction which I 
have drawn between the two priesthoods may 
seem offensive. They will dislike it chiefly 
because it jars with a Eomish tenet still fondly 
cherished by many members of our Church, I 
mean " Apostolical succession." The supporters 
of that doctrine ask us to believe that, link by 
link, a chain of mystical virtue has been trans- 
mitted from bishop to bishop, down from the 
Apostles' days to our own ; that solely in virtue 
of this propagated charm our Anglican orders 
are valid ; and that all ministries which want 
this charm are futile and worthless. To minds 
of a certain class this doctrine is very attrac- 
tive : it is so simple, so easily understood, that 
they think it must needs be true : and besides 
it is so ready and keen a weapon against 
dissenters. I thank God, that I am free to 
disbelieve it with all my heart. I should 
tremble for the authority of our priesthood if 
it rested on so fragile a tenure. Prove one 
flaw in the succession, one break in the chain. 
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and the Church of England crumbles to pieces. 
But even such objections as these count for 
little in comparison with, the utter incongruity 
of the doctrine with what I love to believe 
is the whole tenour of the Gospel. In the last 
chapter of the New Testament I read : — " The 
Spirit and the Bride say, Come. And let him 
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is 
athirst Come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely." To me that 
verse has always seemed the summing-up, that 
word " freely" the key-note, of the whole Book. 
And yet, after all, I cannot accept the invita- 
tion, I am not even a member of the Church, 
unless my priests can prove that their eccle- 
siastical pedigree is beyond impeachment. 

But you may ask, — "If you abandon apos- 
tolical succession, on what grounds can you 
claim superiority for our Anglican orders, 
bishops, priests, and deacons, over the minis- 
tries of other denominations V* I fear that the 
answer which satisfies me will appear far too 
simple for all who crave for something mystical 
and peculiar in their religion, and for all who 
value their Church privileges chiefly because 
they furnish a vantage-groimd from whence 
they may look down on inferior sects. I 
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believe that our Church is superior to other 
communions, not by reason of some mysterious 
transmitted virtues of which our priests have 
a monopoly, but simply because her spirit is 
more catholic, her doctrine more pure, her 
polity more sound than theirs. I look on her 
priesthood as superior to any other, partly be- 
cause the Church they represent is better, and 
partly because the manner of their appointment 
is wiser. Studying these vexed questions as 
calmly as I can across fifteen centuries of con- 
troversy, I have satisfied myself that the three 
degrees in the ministry, and ordination by the 
laying on of hands were things instituted by 
the Apostles and sanctioned by their Master. 
I know, as matter of history, that this system 
has been preserved without essential change for 
eighteen hundred years; and I am convinced, 
as a matter of fact, that after the wear and tear 
of all those centuries it is now meeting with 
renewed power and notable eflBcacy the wants 
of the present time. All visible Churches must 
have st)me method of appointing their repre- 
sentatives, whether they call them priests or not. 
I am not bigot enough to deny the validity of 
other methods, but I am bigot enough to be- 
lieve that ours is by far the best. And on 

£ 
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this ground — not because there is any mystic 
potency in the three orders, not because our 
bishops can perhaps trace back their episcopal 
lineage to the Apostles — but on this simple 
intelligible ground I base the claims of our 
ministry. Whilst our Church as a whole 
remains catholic, in spite of the intensely sec- 
tarian dogmas of some parties within her fold, 
whilst she still bears witness to the truth in 
spite of the sad perversions of God's Word 
sometimes preached from her pulpits, I believe 
that the Spirit's grace will rest on her priest- 
hood in more abundant measure than on any 
other in Christendom. I, for one, should never 
have dared to undertake my sacred work unless 
I had most thoroughly believed this, unless I 
had accepted in their uttermost significance the 
words which the bishop spake when he laid his 
hands on my head, — " Eeceive the Holy Ghost 
for the oflBce and work of a priest in the Church 
of God, now committed unto thee by the im- 
position of our hands. Whose sins thou dost 
forgive, they are forgiven ; and whose sirfs thou 
dost retain, they are retained." 

I have ventured to speak plainly and emphati- 
cally, because I speak according to the principles 
of the Church of England. Simply and strongly 
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she vindicates the authority of her ministers ; 
yet she founds that authority on a broader basis 
than "apostolical succession," on surer ground 
than any mystical virtues or exclusive privi- 
leges handed down an episcopal chain. But 
whUe we assert that our own priesthood is 
genuine and regular, let us not shut our eyes 
to the fact that God has other, though maybe, 
irregular priesthoods. The drift of my previous 
sermons went to prove, that the whole Church 
is a royal priesthood, and each Christian himself 
a priest. And this is a fact, not a figure of 
speech. Ay, my friends, many of us ordained 
ministers must needs confess, with shame for 
our shortcomings, that sometimes we have seen 
a royal priest, albeit a layman, discharge the 
absolver's office with blest effect, in cases where 
we, with all our ecclesiastical prestige, had 
failed to heal the broken heart, and set the 
captive free. But we must go farther still than 
this. Though we believe that our own Church 
is built on a higher standing-ground, instinct 
with fuller vitality, leavened with more abundant 
grace than any other ; though we believe that 
such a Church as ours might be, were she 
purified and reformed, would approach very 
nearly indeed to that ideal Church for which 
e2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



62 THE POWER OF THE KEYS. 

the Apostles toiled and died, yet we should 

shrink, as from a sin, from maintaining that 

she is the only, the exclusive Church. I sorrow 

that other communions have either abandoned 

the apostolic polity, or narrowed catholicity 

into sectarianism, or adulterated the truth ; yet 

most fuUy do I believe that God is among them, 

hallowing their sacraments, prospering their 

work, and shedding grace on their ministers. 

I believe this because I find that the old con* 

troversy between the Church and the sects has 

been carried up for decision to Christ Himself, 

and that Christ's verdict is written in the 

Gospels. For I read there that on a certain 

occasion the Apostles boasted to their Lord, — 

" Master, we saw one casting out devils in Thy 

name, and we forbad him, because he followeth 

not with us. And Jesus said unto them. Forbid 

him not, for he that is not against us is for us." 

(Lukeix. 49, 50.)* 

III. — In conclusion I must briefly examine 
the third error, — an error at first sight whoUy 
different, in reality closely akin to the other 
two. In truth the priest is God*s messenger, 

* On which text Bengel comments '.—OhaerveTU hoCy qui 
cliariamaia (illigaivt auceessioni ccmonicod. 
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Chrisf s ambassador to the people. But there is 
an incurable tendency in the people either to 
treat him as their delegate to God, or else to 
make him the mere exponent of their own 
religious views. 

From this error three grievous evils arise. 

{a) The first arises among the worldly and 
indifferent. They leave the priest to manage 
their religion for them : they believe, worship, 
and pray by proxy : the clergyman is the agent 
appointed to take their spiritual concerns off 
their hands : they entrust the insurance of 
eternal salvation to him. They observe the 
externals of religion, go through the usual 
ceremonies, repeat the prescribed formulas ac- 
cording to direction, and then leave the matter 
in the hands of the responsible official. You 
can detect their misbelief in their common 
parlance. When they talk of the Church, they 
mean the clergy: they describe their own 
public worship as an "attendance at Divine 
Service," in which the minister is said to "per- 
form." Of the intense individuality of real 
religion they have no conception. 

(6) The second evil springs up among selfish 
half-Christians, who, though fond of sin are yet 
afraid of hell, and therefore want to make the 
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best of both worlds. They desire some plail 
of salvation, some scheme of redemption from 
punishment in the next world, which will 
allow them to enjoy the pleasures of sin in 
this. Tou may rail at the priest for making 
himself a spiritual director, but people of this 
kind force the office upon him. Afraid of con- 
sulting Grod and their own consciences, they 
run after the favourite teachers who deal in 
the spiritual wares they like; blindly rely on 
their infallibility, lean on their guidance, and 
accept their errors. "Tell us what to do," — 
this is their cry — " how to feel, what to be- 
lieve ; tell us whether we are in the right way, 
in a state of grace, likely candidates for salva- 
tion." But when you interpret their cry it is 
found to mean, — '* Tell us how we may escape 
from the wrath to come at the cheapest cost, 
how we may mock God, and reap what we 
have not sowii : tell us how we may live the 
life of a sinner, and die the death of the 
righteous." My friends, such Christians as 
these, in their religious tremors, are no better 
than those poor crouching Hebrews, who stood 
at the foot of Mount Sinai, trembling at the 
lightnings and trumpet, and yet hankering all 
the while after the fleshpots of Egypt. 
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(c) The third evil appears among the priests 
themselves. If they are not accepted as the am- 
bassadors of Christ, sent to declare the counsels 
of the Father, but are compelled, directly or indi- 
rectly, to become exponents of the people's reli- 
gion, representatives of their spiritual cravings, 
then inevitably they will preach, not the mind 
and will of God, but the mind and will of 
their congregations. They will not be Grod's 
priests, but priests of the popular religion, 
priests of their party and sect. Brethren, this 
is the great danger which is besetting us Eng- 
lish priests at the present moment. In these 
days when orthodoxy among the clergy is rated 
so high, and honesty so low, the temptation to 
make ourselves priests of public opinion lies 
constantly in our pathway. Let us do that, 
and we shall have our reward. Let us choose 
our party ; let us identify ourselves with their 
principles, good or bad ; let us dress up their 
views and opinions, their prejudices and pas- 
sions, in pleasant plausible eloquence, and we 
shall have our reward. Men love to hear their 
own sentiments preached, and they wiU pay the 
preacher with popularity, and still more soM 
coin. His party will support him, his admirers 
will clear his path to preferment. Is not this 
a terrible temptation to set before a priesthood 
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worse paid than almost any in Christendom? 
And yet this is not all the danger. The tyranny 
of public opinion in religious matters has been 
growing this long time intolerably oppressive, 
and at the present moment it is unusually 
vigilant and bitter. "We have had a panic, and 
of course, with the true instinct of half-faith, we 
are eager for repression. Independent thought 
is banned as dangerous ; plain speaking makes 
the speaker a marked man. And alas ! many 
a priest who would not tamper with his honest 
convictions for the sake of his prospects, is yet 
not brave enough to make himself a marked 
man. He will silence his bold speech rather 
than encounter suspicion and dislike where he 
longed to win esteem and love. Oh, it is far 
harder for us priests to be true than you think, 
my friends ! Do not make our task harder 
still, for there is an awful responsibility upon 
us. " Will not this doctrine be unpopular? will 
not this faithful language ofifend our hearers?'* 
— ^such questions should never enter our hearts. 
Brothers ! sisters ! help us to banish them, help 
us to be honest. Do not either beguile us, or 
drive us to betray our trust. We must not 
receive our inspiration from you. As we hope 
to deliver our own souls we must at all risks 
be God's priests, and not yours. 
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St. John xx. 21, 22, 23. 

Th&fi said Jesus to them agaiUy Peace he unto you : as My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And when He 
had said this. He breathed on them, and saith unto them. 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost : whose soever sins ye remit they 
are remitted; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained. 

Once more I beg your patience while I preach 
from these verses for the last time. Our 
subject to-day is the priest's power to bind and 
to loose. 

To clear our way to this subject I had to dis- 
cuss last Sunday the nature of the priest's office 
and authority. It was a thorny question, and 
perhaps few of my hearers would agree with me 
altogether. I fancy that the opinions which to 
some in the congregation would appear most 
attractive, to others would appear most offen- 
sive. I fear that I was condemned both as a 
latitudinarian and as a bigot. To be in any de- 
gree out of harmony with the people, must ever 
be a matter of keen regret to the preacher : still 
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it is his simple duty to deliver the truth as far 
as he knows ;it, ever praying that the God of 
Truth will give both to himself and his hearers, 
fuller knowledge and clearer understanding. 

To-day my task is easier. I have to speak 
of the message from God with which the priest 
is charged, and to show that the pith and mar- 
row of that message is the remission of sins. 

For what is the priest's commission ? 

I answer in St. John's words : — " Jesus said 
to His Apostles, Peace be unto you: as My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you. And 
when He had said this, He breathed on them, 
and saith unto them, Eeceive ye the Holy 
Ghost : whose soever sins ye remit they are re- 
mitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye 
retain they are retained." 

I answer again in St. Paul's words : — " God 
hath reconciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, 
and hath given to us the ministry of reconcilia- 
tion ; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling 
the world unto Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them ; and hath committed unto 
us the word of reconciliation. Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us : we pray you in Christfs 
stead be ye reconciled to God." 
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I answer once more in the words of our 
Church : — " Almighty God the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Who desireth not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from 
his wickedness and live, hath given power, and 
commandment, to His ministers, to declare and 
pronounce to His people, being penitent, the 
absolution and remission of their sins." 

The three answers are identical The minis* 
try of reconciliation and the priest's absolving 
power are one and the same. 

The subject is naturally severed into two 
parts : we have to consider the priest's commis- 
sion, first to remit and secondly to retain sins. 
And this division is again crossed by another : 
we must study the priest — alas ! the ideal priest 
—on the one hand in his public ministry before 
the general congregation, and on the other in 
his private dealings with particular sinners. 

L Notice then in the first place that the 
priest is charged to exercise a lofty sin-retaining 
power. • As the spokesman of the Church both 
his preaching and his life should be a constant 
protest against the lax morality of the world. 
And whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, he is bound to make worldly men 
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know that there is a prophet among them. As 
the ordained fellow-worker of the Holy Spirit 
he is bound to force home on sinners' con- 
sciences the conviction of sin. It is his duty 
to witness and contend for a higher standard of 
righteousness than that which contents mere 
public opinioa When men slur over their own 
and others' ill-deeds, or in their folly make a 
mock at sin ; when they drug their consciences 
with worthless excuses, or quieten their instinc- 
tive fears of hell with false groundless trust in 
Divine mercy ; when they think wickedly that 
God is altogether such an one as themselves^ 
not extreme to mark falsehood, lust and selfish- 
ness, — ^then it is his bounden duty to cry aloud 
and spare not, to warn the sinful soul that it 
shall surely die, to proclaim that his Master 
hateth iniquity with an awful Divine hatred, of 
which even the holiest have little conception* 
And if in this way the priest discharges his 
office faithfully, what will the result be ? Will 
not slumbering consciences, rudely roused, begin 
to warn and harass ? Will not men, who have, 
as Jeremiah would say, settled down on their 
lees, be roughly unsettled ? Will not self-satis- 
fied worldlings, robbed of their fatal peace of 
mind, be rendered uneasy and unhappy ? Will 
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not impenitent sinners who have all along been 
absolving themselves, begin to discover that 
their sins are not remitted, that they are still 
deeply leavened with the love of sin, and there- 
fore aliens from God ? Yes, Christian brethren, 
such ever has been, and such ever will be the 
effect, if the priest be true to his trust. And 
thus ever and anon in the midst of lax morality, 
and false codes of honour, and the damnable 
indu^ence of society, startled sinners wake up 
and cry, — "Messenger of Gk)d, what you say, 
we cannot gainsay. You have told us the truth 
about our own hearts. We are sinners. We 
had absolved ourselves, but our absolution was 
fedse. In spite of our repugnance we must ac- 
knowledge the searching power of your message : 
you have retained our sins, and we know that 
they are retained." 

Thus in his public ministry the priest is a 
sin-retainer ; and more directly and sternly still 
he is sometimes compelled in his private minis- 
trations to exercise a like authority. If there 
is in his charge a man living in open sin, the 
plain duties of his post require him to disturb 
that sinner's peace of mind, and sharpen the 
goads of his conscience. I say an open sinner. 
In our present state of society men are for the. 
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most part so isolated &om each other, so shrouded 
in impenetrable privacy, that it is difficult for 
the priest to learn the secrets of the people's 
hearts and lives. And indeed there is little 
matter for regret in this. The priest should 
never be an inquisitor ; he is deservedly odious 
if he attempts officious inspection : the inner 
life of his people should be sacred even to him. 
But where the sin is so open that he can know 
it without intrusion, and judge it withoutwant 
of charity, he has at once the right and the duty, 
when all other means of conversion have failed, 
to pronounce excommunication. And mark 
how real that excommunication may be. I have 
not much sympathy with the plaintive demands 
for a restoration of discipline which of late have 
become a stereotyped formula, for I believe that 
we clergy could speedily restore all needful 
discipline ourselves, if we were holy enough 
to make our jurisdiction honoured, and brave 
enough to enforce it without fear or favour. I 
know not what hinders the bold and righteous 
priest in the faithful discharge of his cure of 
souls, from warning any man who, though living 
in deadly sin, slurs that sin over, hides it from 
his own conscience, asserts his place in society, 
and claims communion with the Church, — I 
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know not what hinders the priest from first 
plainly but tenderly warning such a man, and 
then, if patience, remonstrance and love all 
prove in vain, from binding his sin upon him. 
His message, his sentence of excommunication, 
would in substance be this ; — " I tell you that 
you are at enmity with God, and that such en- 
mity is death here and hereafter. In the hope 
therefore of saving your soul alive, by the au- 
thority of Christ committed to me I retain your 
sin, in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. I pray that 
this ban may haunt and harass your mem3Sy, 
yex your false peace, and, darken the light of 
your daily life. I pray that a pricking con- 
science and an aching heart may be your 
portion till you repent, abandon your sin and 
become reconciled to God." 

And when the sentence is pronounced the 
priest is bound to enforce it. to the utmost of his 
power. Wistfully he will show his earnest 
wish to renew their broken fellowship, painfully 
and prayerfully he will watch for some sign of 
contrition; but, till that sign appeal's, to him 
and to his that sinner must be an outcast. To 
me it seems that an excommunication like this 
would have a real force, on one condition — 
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namely, that by his own character the priest 
shall have earned a right to pronounce it. 
Otherwise it will fall to the ground, for we 
want for work of this sort a royal, as well as 
an ecclesiastical priesthood. And for power 
to inflict such an interdict no true priest need 
wait for the restoration of discipline. And if 
in other cases we require discipline of a more 
official kind, let us defy all legal and other 
risks, and restore it to ourselves. Let us with- 
hold the bread and wine from the polluting 
touch of the shameless sinner who comes in 
plAn falsehood and hypocrisy to the Lord's 
Table. Let us refuse to read over the corpse of 
the infidel or suicide the solenm words that 
were meant for those who have fallen asleep 
in Jesus. And now that the law of the land 
clashes with the law of God in the matter of 
divorce, if a guilty pair come and ask for the 
benediction of the Church on their unhallowed 
union, with firm refusal to bless those whom 
God has not blessed, let us ban back the 
adulterers from the altar. 

11. But now let us study the priest in his 
other character as the absolver from sin. 

St. Paul, in the verses which I quoted above. 
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tells US, firstly, that God in Christ reconciled 
the world to Himself, not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them ; and, secondly, that His 
ministers are sent as Christ s ambassadors, to 
beseech sinners in Christ's stead to become 
reconciled to God. 

Brethren, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest those priceless words, for they are the 
sum and substance of the Gospel. You have 
not to buy God*s favour by penance, you have 
not to make atonement for the past, you have 
not to work yourselves into some particular 
frame of mind in order to obtain forgiveness, 
for God is already reconciled to you. No 
change is needed in Him, It is in yourseK 
that the change must be made. If your con- 
science is laden with sin and darkened with 
guilt, fling yourselves before God, confess your 
transgressions, and then, when you implore 
forgiveness, it is yours at once, yours without 
conditioa From that moment the past is 
blotted out, and you may begin your life-long 
work of obedience, strengthened and redeemed 
by the sense of pardon. 

This is our Gospel. Would to God that we 
preached it more fully and freely! that we never 
marred it with our doubts and perversions ! 

F 
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We mar our Gospel when we forget God's 
love in His wrath : when we appeal to the 
baser and more slavish parts of human nature, 
rather than to the higher and nobler : when we 
preach as though our tidings were, " the king- 
dom of hell is at hand :" when we paint God 
so darkly as a vengeful King and angry Judge, 
that at length we make men dread the thought 
of Him, and regard all religion as an elaborate 
device for escaping His everlasting vengeance. 

We mar our Gospel when we force on men's 
minds a conception of God which is false to 
their natural instincts of justice ; when we 
plague them with the idea that their eternal 
destiny hangs, beyond all control of theirs, on 
the arbitrary will of an inscrutable Being : when 
we exalt metaphysical difficulties about God's 
predestination into prime articles of belief: 
when we forget that we are priests of a Catholic 
Church, and instead of bidding men go boldly 
to the Throne of Grace, turn them back to solve 
as best they can the awful problem, whether 
they are numbered among the elect or no. 

We mar that Gospel when we make absolution 
depend, not on God's love, but on the sinner's 
frame of mind : when we set bewildered peni- 
tents to ransack their spiritual experiences (and 
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possibly their physical sensations) in search of 
certain prescribed symptoms, and forbid them 
to believe in their Father's forgiveness till a 
morbid analysis of their feelings has produced 
the necessary " assurance." 

We mar that Gospel when we preach, as under 
various disguises we still do preach, the old 
Eomish doctrine of justification by works: 
when we turn religion into dry legality, and 
let men forget that forgiveness, like every grace 
of God, is a free gift, and not a matter of barter : 
when in our blindness we fritter down our 
message of reconciliation into maxims and 
rules, forms and observances, and so set men 
to keep balance-sheets with their consciences, 
and calculate how cheaply they may insure 
admission into heaven. 

Yes! we stammering priests have done all 
this. We have made God appear so unlovely 
that men could see no beauty in Him that they 
should desire Him ; we have pained and bewil- 
dered men with metaphysical puzzles and stem 
Calvinism ; we have made strange confusion 
between the penitent's spiritual sensations and 
the Father's pardon ; we have suffered men to 
keep fallacious accounts with their consciences, 
and acquit themselves. But meanwhile, thank 
f2 
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God! however erroneous and perplexed our 
teaching may have been, the Church has never 
ceased, simply and plainly, to exercise her 
absolving power. In the sermon, the preacher 
may inculcate some scheme or plan of his own ; 
but, in the service, when the people have made 
confession of their sins, she bids the priest — 
and the priest alone, for she would have him 
understand that this is his special work — 
declare that " God pardoneth and absolveth all 
them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe 
His holy GospeL" However carnal, dull, or 
perfunctory the priest who spoke those words, 
their life and power has been felt again and 
again. Again and again, I am sure, far oftener 
than we fancy, perhaps, they have eased laden 
spirits and staunched bleeding hearts. There 
are times which come, once at any rate, in the 
lives of most men, times of darkness and des- 
peration, when the absolution of the Church, or 
even the single word forgiveness, has power to 
change the whole current of a sinner's life. To 
you this may seem the exaggerated language of 
one ofGlcially bound to exalt the formularies of 
his Church, to me it is the honest utterance 
of an hearty conviction. And in the hope of 
infecting you with that conviction, let me drop 
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tte sermon style for a moment, and tell you 
a tale of actual fact. One Sunday night ten 
or a dozen years ago, two artisans entered a 
church, in a great town not far from hence, 
just as the evening service began. One of them 
some time before, bewildered with little learning 
and much conceit, had cast off Christianity, 
joined a society of infidels, and sealed his per- 
version by burning a Bible. (Weird paganism 
of this kind is not by any means extinct 
among the "masses.") Unbelief led to vice, 
and vice brought misery. At last in his 
wretchedness he determined on suicide. On 
the eve of the purposed deed, a friend, struck 
by his dejection, led him to this church, 
the first he had entered for years, hardly 
knowing whither he went The service was a 
mere Babel of empty sounds to him, none of 
which sank deeper than the ear: but when 
the priest stood up to preach, the text thrilled 
through him strangely — "Man, thy sins are 
foigiven thee." (Luke v. 20.) It chanced that 
the preacher used the words again and again, as 
a recurring burden in his sermon ;— *" Man, thy 
sins are forgiven thee." AU else was unheeded 
or imheard, but each time the text came it rang 
through the sinnei'a heart like a direct message 
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from God, — " Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.*' 
Before he left the church all purpose of suicide 
was abandoned, and a host of new thoughts 
were running through his mind; for the con- 
viction had flashed upon him that God's for- 
giveness was not only a possibility for other 
people, but an actual fact for himself The 
night was passed in an agony of prayer : the 
fight for his soul afterwards was long, sore, and 
bitter, but it was won at last. He was saved, 
though as by fire. 

To some all this will appear dangerous doc- 
trine; it will savour of antinomian heresy. 
They will say, that if we make forgiveness so 
easy, men will think lightly of sin. They will 
tell us to work first on their fears ; to keep 
back the promise of pardon for a time ; to wait 
till the offender's amended life has fnlly shown 
his sincerity, till his good deeds have given 
ample proof of his penitence. 

My friends, was it thus that the Father in 
the parable received the returned prodigal? 
Did he ask for evidence of contrition, and 
prescribe conditions, before pardon could be 
granted ? Did he send him to earn his abso- 
lution by penance and patience? No! his 
pardon was instant and unconditional. The 
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redeeming power of love half vanishes, unless 
it is free and tnistfuL Is repentance an easy 
task ? Is it easy to tear up bad habits by the 
roots ? Is it easy to battle down the lusts and 
passions which have ruled us so long ? No ! it 
is terribly difficult And would you make the 
task harder still by coldly sending the poor 
penitent to his work with a sin-laden con- 
science and a heart racked with doubt ? Ah ! 
in that crisis he will want all help, aU grace : 
you must not rob him of th6 most potent grace 
of all — forgiveness. You need not fear that 
he will return to his sins, because that grace 
abounds. Can you not understand the redeem- 
ing power of pardon and love ? Can you not 
understand how the ransomed soul, thrilling 
with gratitude, with love, with the sense of 
freedom, needs no goads of fear, no trammels 
of law, but bounds forward of itself with rap- 
turous eagerness to duty and obedience ? 

And mark, moreover, to whom we preach 
forgiveness. Confession must come before abso- 
lution: our message is to the penitent alone. 
The savour of life to them may be the savour of 
death to others. The selfish coward, who loves 
sin but dreads hell, may wrest our Gospel 
to his own destruction: the self-complacent 
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sinner, content with his degradation, will heed 
it no more than the deaf man heeds sweet 
melody. 

And now, in conclusion, let us look at the 
priest's power to remit sins in his private 
ministry. 

Notice that the priest's ability to absolve is 
measured, in one sense, by the faith of the 
laity. The Italian peasant kneels in the con- 
fessional to teU his tale of sin and misery : 
sorely harassed by the sense of guilt, he pro- 
fesses penitence and implores absolution with 
eager vehemence. He fully believes that the 
magical power of that absolution will reach to 
the next world, and therefore, when it is won, 
he departs soothed and comforted. His cre- 
dulity confers a most genuine power on the 
priest. True, it is a power to destroy. His 
terror and grief, but for the fatal vent found 
for them, might have grown to be the salutary 
pangs of crucified lust. But as it is, that false 
pardon stifled the germ of spirit life in his 
breast Still his faith endowed the priest with 
a power that was real, however pernicious. 

The incredulity of the people in England 
has left the priest but a remnant of his per- 
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sonal, individual authority to remit sins. There 
is some comfort however in the thought that 
what is lost is chiefly the hurtful element : we 
are not wholly bereft, thank God ! of the 
wholesome redeeming power. The mere eccle- 
siastic, the man who has long since wasted in 
worldliness the special grace conferred at his 
ordination, though for the people's sake virtue 
may still attend the formal acts of his public 
service, though even in his hands baptism 
and the Eucharist cannot lose their absolving 
efficacy, — the mere ecclesiastic, I say, has 
forfeited his priestly rights in private minis- 
trations. It is in vain for him to magnify 
his office : for lack of personal holiness he has 
sunk into a mere church official. But the royal 
priest, the true ambassador of Christ, who, by 
toiling and suiBfering for his Master, by fidelity 
to his trust through ill-report and good-report 
has won love and reverence among his fellow- 
sinners, — ^he, in spite of our Protestant pre- 
judices, will sometimes find his authority to 
remit sins most fully acknowledged and most 
eagerly sought. 

Our reformers, keenly alive to all the evils 
which had sprung horn the practice in the 
Church of Eome, refused to sanction private 
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confession as a regular system in the Church 
of England. But they knew, far better than 
we seem to do now, how sinners in the pangs 
of repentance crave for human help and sym- 
pathy. They had fathomed the deep meaning 
of those words — " the carnal mind is at enmity 
with God." They knew how men, even in the 
midst of godly genuine sorrow, still cling to 
that enmity, still doubt the Father's love, and 
shrink from His eye. They had learnt, by 
painful experience, the proneness of conscious 
guilt to invent superstitious devices wherewith 
to propitiate God, and lull the uneasy con- 
science to rest. They were free, moreover, 
from that democratic spirit, the bane of our 
modem Protestantism, which makes it a virtue 
to assert a self-willed independence in our 
intercourse with God, and to own no spiritual 
superior. Therefore they sent the awakened 
sinner to the priest to confess his sins, to seek 
the benefit of his higher knowledge, and above 
all to lighten his load by sharing it with that 
loving brother, and thus gather strength for 
the harder task of laying bare his heart before 
God. And on the other hand, they told the 
priest that now was the time to exercise his 
absolving power, to clear away dark doubts. 
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superstitious fancies and slavish fears, from the 
sinner's heart, and make him feel the love and 
pardon of God. 

It is no easy task, no light responsibility 
which they laid upon us. To give the help 
for which men cry in their spiritual agonies, 
to find a balm when they lay bare the sores of 
their consciences, to have to stand for a while, 
trembling for our own unworthiness, between 
them and the God they cannot and dare not 
face, — Brethren, this is an awful ofi&ce ! Woe 
to us, if we have then to learn that we are 
carnal intruders into the priesthood, imfit for 
our delicate and difficult work. This anguish 
of mind, — ^what does it mean ? Is it unfeigned 
repentance, or is it only a slavish dread of hell, 
strung to a high pitch by the near prospect of 
death? Is this poor wretch grasping at our 
absolution, as his last chance for escaping 
damnation, as a drowning man grasps at a 
straw? Must we turn away, not daring to 
speak words of false comfort, retain his sins 
by our significant silence, and as a last hope 
leave the terrors of the law to do their work ? 
In such a dilenmia the carnal ecclesiastic would 
be impotent to judge ; but I am sure that the 
grace bestowed at his ordination for his work 
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and office would not then fail the royal priest, 
the Christ-like man. And for the happier task 
of absolving the sincere penitent, where the 
mere official would be more helpless still, 
Christ's faithful ambassador will receive a yet 
fuller measure of power. Fuller, for the task 
is harder. To bind up the heart that will 
bleed, to dispel the doubts that will gather, to 
keep the laden soul from sinking into despon- 
dency, and to bring forgiveness home to the 
conscience that cannot shake off the sense of 
guilt— we do, indeed, require a true absolving 
power to accomplish this. But, God be thanked, 
it can be done. There is a real efficacy in the 
priest's words as he bends over the penitent 
and says,-^" I have heard your tale of shame 
and sin ; your crimes have made me shudder ; 
and yet I love you still, with my inmost heart I 
love you ; not a shadow of repugnance lingers 
there. I have been trying these many years 
to hate sin, as Christ hates it, smd yet I 
utterly forgive yours. And I tell you that my 
forgiveness is the type and pledge of GkKi's. 
I am here to discharge for you my ministry of 
reconciliation ; I am here as a living witness 
of my Master's free absolution. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath left power to His Church to 
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absolve all sinners who truly repent and believe 
in Him, of His great mercy forgive thee thine 
offences: and by His authority committed to 
me, I absolve thee from all thy sins, In the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost, Amea" 

Brethren, there are men who would rob us of 
those words, and blot them out of our Prayer 
Book as Bomish and superstitious. Love, 
reverence, and guard them, for they are a 
concentrated GospeL 
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THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, 

(Preached on Whit-Sunday,. 1860.) 

Acts ii. 17. 

And it shall come to pass in the Uist days, saith God, I wUl 
pour out My Spirit upon all flesh, 

" Upon all ilesh " you mark, for that word " all" 
is the pith of the text. St. Peter standing in 
the streets of Jerusalem, and speaking to the 
crowd as the Spirit gave him utterance, pro- 
claimed the beginning of a new dispensation, 
proclaimed that the Church of God which had 
hitherto been elect, was henceforth to be 
Catholic, that the last days had come in which 
the Spirit was to be poured out upon all flesh. 

For in former days there had been no univer- 
sal outpouring of the Holy Ghost. Here and 
there only His workings had been manifest. 
The Spirit had striven with the apostate world 
that perished in the Flood. The humility of 
Abel, the holiness of Enoch, the faith of Noah, 
and the obedience of Abraham had been the 
fruits of the Spirit. The Spirit had chosen one 
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particular people, and brought them up out of 
Egyptian bondage into the pleasant land of 
Canaan. And faithless and stubborn as the 
elect people proved, the light of the Spirit had 
still burnt among them, flickering and waver- 
ing indeed at times, but never quenched. And 
outside the precincts of the Jewish Church, 
the Spirit had all along been lighting up 
dark places. Whatsoever things had been 
true, whatsoever things had been honest, lovely, 
pure, and of good repoit in the heathen world, — 
Eoman manliness, Greek intellect. Oriental de- 
votion, — all these things had been the oflFspring 
of the Spirit's life and power. But as yet the 
outpouriQgs had been but partial. Foul and 
rampant sin grew and grew amain: misery 
flourished side by side with sin throughout the 
whole human race : all creation groaned and 
travailed together. From heathendom, rotting 
in crime and wretchedness, there went up to 
heaven a cry, inarticulate indeed, but still great 
and exceeding bitter, — "Thy kingdom come." 
Among the elect people, holy men waited and 
prayed for the latter days, the good time comings 
the advent of the Messiah and the outpouring 
of the Spirit. And at last the Messiah came ; 
"came unto His own and His own received 
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Him not." They rejected and crucified the Man 
of Sorrows ; and when He ascended to hea- 
ven He left behind Him nothing but a small 
band of elect Apostles, and a mysterious pro- 
mise that He would pray the Father to send 
them another Comforter. Ten days of intense 
wondering suspense elapsed, and then the pro- 
mise was fulfilled, the new dispensation began, 
the old walls of partition were thrown down, 
and catholicity established. '* When the day of 
Pentecost was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one place. . . . And they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance." It is the common belief now 
that the gift of tongues was a miracidous en- 
dowment, bestowed on the Apostles, to enable 
them, ignorant peasants as they were, to preach 
the Gospel among foreign nations. This belief 
is comparatively modern : you will find no war- 
rant for it in the New Testament, — no trace of 
it in the early writers of the Church. I have no 
need, however, to impugn the received opinion 
for my present purpose. Even if the gift of 
tongues was conferred for the furtherance of 
missionary work, this was not the prime pur- 
pose on the day of Pentecost. On that day the 
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medley of various languages had a prophetical 
and typical import. Was not that marvellous 
unison of diverse sounds a notable symbol of 
the Holy Catholic Church, which at that mo- 
ment was established ? In those disciples pour- 
ing forth their songs of praise in other tongues 
as the Spirit gave them utterance, I see the 
types, the representatives "of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues" whom the 
Spirit was to build up, as mighty living stones, 
into one Church catholic, — ^militant here, but 
destined hereafter to stand triumphant " before 
the throne and before the Lamb." (Eev. vii. 9.) 
And therefore when that strange outburst of 
inspired anthems and rapturous magnificats, 
which had swelled up in a perfect harmony of 
divers languages from the Spirit-touched tongues 
of the disciples — ^when that outburst of catholic 
song had lulled to silence, St. Peter stood up to 
interpret to the crowd the inward and spiritual 
meaning of this outward and visible sign. Then 
and there he laid the foundation-stone of the 
universal Church : he announced that the pro- 
mise was to them, and to their children, and to 
all that were afar off; he declared that the ]ast 
days were come, and that the Spirit was poured 
out upon all flesh. 
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Brethren! this is our Whitsim message to 
you. We are to preach the self-same Gospel 
which St Peter preached eighteen centuries ago 
in the streets of Jerusalem : — " Eepent every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins." — "For the Spirit is poured 
out upon all" — oh! bate not one jot of the 
utter catholicity of that precious word — "the 
Spirit is poured out upon cdl flesh." 

" Yes," you may say sceptically, " a beautiful 
theory. The dream of a Catholic Church is one 
of the noblest dreams that ever crossed the 
imagination of mea But you have to qualify, 
and curtail, and explain away your theory to 
such an extent, that at last there is very little 
left of your Catholic Church. You say that the 
Spirit is poured out upon all flesh; but your 
doctrine is marvellously frittered away when 
you come to expound it. You Say then that 
there are some on whom the Spirit is shed with 
such irresistible power that they must yield, 
that they are saved in spite of themselves: 
while on others you confess that His grace 
is bestowed so much more scantily that they 
remain in their sins. And thus virtually the 
Spirit is not poured out upon all, but only on a 
chosen few. After all, your Church is catholic 
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only in name ; in reality, it is elect, that is, 
exclusive." 

We^ fully appreciate, and we do not pretend 
to unravel, the difficulty. We do not deny that 
Christianity seems full of contradictions and 
impossibilities. The fact, however, does not 
confound us, for no other system, religious or 
irreligious, has yet been invented which is not 
fuller far. But though we cannot solve all our 
problems intellectually, we can, and we do, 
practically. For in actual fact we do believe in 
truths to all appearance wholly at variance. By 
an instinct, a Spirit-bom instinct, more potent 
than reason, we feel— ^€? that conflicting doc- 
trines are both true. We believe that there is 
a world coming in which the dark shall be 
light, and the wrong made right ; a world where 
every difficulty shall vanish away, where we 
shall no longer see as through a glass darkly. 
There is a higher law, we may be sure, in Grod's 
dealings with men, which reconciles these two 
lower laws of election and catholicity. To this 
conclusion all our past experience of physical 
science steadily points. In every department of 
science strange perplexities have been cleared 
up by the discovery of some higher law. Take 
a very obvious illustration from the history of 
g2 
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astronomy. There was a time when the motions 
of the planets seemed a hopeless puzzle. As- 
tronomers mended and patched and altered their 
theories to account for all new erratic motions 
and anomalous phenomena. At last our English 
philosopher discovered, or shall we not rather 
say, the Holy Spirit revealed to him, the great 
central law of gravitation. From that time, the 
old systems, with their cycles and epi-cycles and 
what not, were swept away, and the old per- 
plexities all unravelled. Brethren, our theolo- 
gical systems will be forgotten in the mighty 
discoveries of the eternal hereafter: then we 
shall see the solution of all difficulties in the 
spiritual universe. In this world, most likely, 
we shall never detect the "great central law" 
in God's dealings with men. We only get par- 
tial glimpses of the complex eind intricate work- 
ings of His Providence. As yet I see and know 
little, and much of that little is, and in this 
world must be, inexplicable. By one means, 
and one means alone, difficulties appear easy, 
and contradictions possible, and that means is — 
faith. As long as I thrust God's revelation on 
one side, and refuse to believe in any perplexities 
which I cannot reduce to regular system and 
complete harmony ; as long as I try to find my 
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oWn way out of this obscure labyrinth of 
puzzles ; as long as I try by my own skill to 
trace even the vanishing thread of my own per- 
sonal destiny in this tangled web in which I see 
a warp of human mysteries woven across a woof 
of Divine mysteries ; — as long as I thus weary 
and bewilder and vainly try to enlighten myself, 
I only become more and more hopelessly blind 
and helpless, more and more utterly convinced 
that, with all my busy intellect, I am still no- 
thing better than 

** An infant crying in the night, 
An infant crying for the light, 
And with no Ungoage but a cry. " 

But, brethren, are there not times when things 
seem very diflFerent indeed ? when the web, the 
tangle and the labyrinth aU fade away, and we 
find ourselves standing in the unclouded bright- 
ness of spiritual things with light from God 
shining in upon our souls ? my friends, are 
there not some among you who, brainsick with 
intellectual difficulties, or heartsick with moral 
difficulties, have gone down on your knees and 
prayed and said, — " Spirit of the Father and 
the Son, I am dai'k, give me light ; I am weak, 
give me strength. 0, thou other Comforter, 
comfort me." And sure am I that no man 
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ever made such a prayer as that without find- 
ing a calm come over his bewildered thoughts ; 
without finding that upon Ms flesh at any rate 
the Spirit was poured out. He got, not more 
knowledge perhaps, but more faitL He felt 
that his weakness was strengthened by Christ. 
He felt that, without insincerity, without making 
his judgment blind, he could believe in all that 
Christ asks him to believe. Contradictions, 
which once seemed utterly hopeless, actually 
did become articles of his creed: yes — even 
this crucial contradiction between the doctrine 
of election and the doctrine of catholicity* 
Without having to crush his own doubts, and 
blindly accept other men's dogmas, he was able 
to say, I believe in an elect people of God, and 
I believe too in a Catholic ChurcL 

But let us look more closely at this doctrine 
of election, which men say that they find a 
stumbling-block. Is it not chiefly so because 
they link with it the thought that God is 
arbitrary and capricious in the distribution of 
His favours? Dissociate the doctrine from the 
idea of arbitrary despotic will, and associate 
it with that of regular universal law, and their 
repugnance is greatly lessened. Now I cannot 
prove, though I firmly believe, that election is 
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a great law, working for the general benefit of 
our race ; but perhaps I shall help you to share 
in my belief by impressing you, as vividly as I 
can, with the simple fact, that this same law is 
in operation all around us in the common affairs 
of our present life. 

Money for instance has its elect Here is 
a scene which has been enacted many times 
during the last month or two. In a fashion- 
able quarter of London private carriages are 
driving up one after another, filled with the 
guests invited to the nobleman's banquet Sup- 
pose yourself standing out in the drizzly night, 
on the damp flags, watching. You see men 
leave cushioned carriages and pass into that 
palace who could fling away thousands and 
never feel the poorer. You see fair girls walk 
beside them on whose arms and necks lie costly 
jewels which might be sold for much more 
than Mary's ointment and given to the poor. 
A crowd has gathered round the door, for your 
purpose a notable crowd ; tired labourers with 
work-worn faces pausing on their slow walk 
homewards, ragged beggars with hungry eyes 
and thin jaws — all staring with envious keen- 
ness at this wealth and splendour. You walk 
away thinking ; — ^thinking. Is there some truth 
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in these socialist doctrines after all? Is pro- 
perty robbery ? Is the rich man wronging the 
poor man? Is this strange inequality a foul 
evil, or not? Did God intend these things to 
be so ? intend Dives to be a Dives and Lazarus 
to be a Lazarus? You have stumbled on a 
weary problem; but one fact at any rate is 
clear, that Mammon has his chosen Jacobs and 
hated Esaus. 

And genius has its own elect. Were you 
ever present on some crowded debate night in 
our English Parliament? There are some in 
the assembly who have not a jot of influence; 
no opinions of their own ; no power of speech 
in which to express even their proxy senti- 
ments. There are others of slightly higher 
grade, who still can only stammer out their 
thoughts in a few broken sentences, or else 
drown their meaning in a stream of verbiage. 
But there are a few there, not more than a 
dozen perhaps, the elect of genius, who, when 
they will, can sway and enthral the whole 
House, and wring unwilling cheers from their 
bitterest opponents. As you listen to their 
burning words you vividly realize that genius 
has its many called and its few chosen. 

And death too has its own elect. This fact 
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is very clear on the battle-field. On the morn- 
ing of the fight two soldiers stand side by side 
in the same regiment, the one a boy ensign 
fresh from home, the other his colour-sergeant, 
a veteran who has fought through ten cam- 
paigns. The action begins ; the thunder-clouds 
close over them; every bullet has its billet, 
every sabre its appointed work : and at night- 
fall where are those two ? Why, the old soldier, 
a solitary man, perhaps, whom no one (but his 
God) much loved or cared for, has wrapped his 
blanket around him, muttered a prayer, and 
fallen asleep by the camp-fire without a wound. 
And the boy, where is he? — the boy, whose 
mother has been praying for him the livelong 
day, who carried with him to that fatal field 
the pure young love of one whose heart will 
break when the news of that battle is told in 
England, — ^the boy, where is he? Where that 
pile of corpses marks the spot where the hollow 
square was broken by the enemy's cavalry, 
where the English infantry closed in round their 
flag, and fought for it in a mad medley of 
man and horse, — there you will find him, his 
dead hand still griping the broken flag-staff, his 
fair face turned up in mute inquiry to heaven, 
and his bright hair dabbled with blood. For 
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death too obeys the law of election; "there 
shall be two in the field; the one shall be 
taken, and the other left." 

Brethren, in such examples as these do you 
seem to find yourseH in contact with a de- 
spotic wOl, that strikes or smiles with almighty 
caprice ? Nay — do you not rather instinctively 
recognize the operations of a law — a law bene- 
ficent in reality, however harsh in appearance ? 
Even if election has smitten yourself in your 
strongest ambitions or your fondest aflFections, 
can you not, in your better hours at any rate, 
kiss the rod? Yes, you can: and more than 
that, from a conviction of BKs benevolence in 
these His visible dealings with you, you can 
rise, in spite of metaphysical difficulties, to a 
firm faith in His universal love. 

Believe then in the law of election, and in 
defiance of contradictions, believe too in the 
Catholic Church. "I believe in the Holy 
Catholic Church." My friends, we are saying 
this Sunday after Sunday, but how many of us 
have a living faith in the doctrine ? It is not 
against dogmatic Calvinism, — ^that has its bright 
side, — ^but against practical Calvinism that I 
plead. Look to it and you will find that many 
people virtually believe that this is the devil's 
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world after all : a world in which Beelzebub is 
left to work his will without much let or 
hindrance from God or man : a world in which 
the Almighty specially protects a chosen few 
and leaves the rest of mankind to go uncared 
for to ruin: a world in which the Catholic 
Church is an exploded theory, the outpouring 
of the Spirit upon all flesh an incredible doc- 
trine : a world which may be left alone to the 
judgment-day, when God wOl interfere mightUy, 
banish Beelzebub and lost sinners to everlasting 
darkness, and bestow on the elect their crowns 
of glory. And the practical doctrine deduced 
from this creed is — ^to let ill alone. Yes, — 
reward those who pray much and work hard to 
redeem degraded sinners, with an ironical com- 
pliment on their sanguine temperament : sneer 
in worldly wisdom at all attempts to reform the 
prisoners in our gaols, and the poor Magdalenes 
from our streets : hint your polite incredulity 
when you hear of Christ's Gospel spreading 
among the heathen, — do this, and you are only 
acting in accordance with a very prevalent 
creed. 

But sure am I, Christian brethren, that when 
the Apostles went forth from Jerusalem after 
Pentecost to preach the Gospel to every creature, 
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they went believing in the Catholic Church, in 
the Spirit poured out upon all flesh. Their 
intense belief in that truth gave them much of 
their mighty power. They felt, they knew that 
wherever they entered a strange city to announce 
the good news of God, upon all flesh in that 
city the Spirit was poured out But they knew 
likewise that the work of the human teacher 
was to be joined with the work of the Holy 
Ghost, that their weak voices were to cry in 
the wilderness of heathendom and make ready 
a way for the Spirit of God. And why is it 
that the way is made so slowly now, nay — 
that many of the old ways are choked up and 
abandoned? Why? Because the Apostolic faith 
has flickered low since then. It is through the 
voice, the sympathy, the example, the earnest 
preaching alike with lip and life, of their fellow- 
men that the Spirit's work is generally made 
effectual upon sinners. K men are saved from 
their sins it must ever be chiefly through the 
agency of their fellow-men. Keep this clearly 
in mind, and God's election will appear in a 
rather different light. For what are men doing 
for their fellow-sinners now-a-days ? Little in- 
deed, compared with what they might do. The 
human race would soon be lost if we depended 
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for our salvation on what we did for each other. 
But God has far -surpassed the letter of His 
promises. To me God's election has always 
seemed the partial antidote to man's indiffer- 
ence. While men in their indolence and sel- 
fishness are leaving their neighbours to perish, 
leaving the sacrifice of the Cross futile, and the 
power of the Spirit barren, I love to believe 
that God ever and anon dispenses with human 
instrumentality, sweeps aside our inaction, and 
sends the Spirit's grace direct from above to 
renew and to hallow the hearts of sinners. 
When I hear of such cases they strike my 
mind, not as proofs of God's special favour for 
particular individuals, but as emphatic protests 
against the little value which we sinners set on 
each other's souls. In the New Testament, side 
by side with the proclamation of God's design 
for a Catholic Church, stands the summons to 
all men to come and work under the Master 
Builder. You must lay the blame on man that 
there is, strictly speaking, no Catholic Church ; 
you must thank God that, in spite of man's 
neglect, there is an elect Church. 

Brethren, I sometimes fancy that even at this 
eleventh hour ten St. Pauls might make the 
Catholic Church an actual fact. If you would 
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work in the Pauline power and spirit you must 
believe intensely that Grod wiileth not the death 
of a sinner, that the Spirit is poured out upon 
all flesh. Upon all flesh: upon yourselves, 
blessing and guiding your labours as long as 
they are honest and unselfish ; upon others, 
searching and seeking all for whom you watch 
and pray. Let us beKeve this with a firm, 
obstinate, enthusiastic belief Let us come, 
and bid others come, without qualm or ques- 
tion, to the throne of grace. " The Spirit and 
the Bride say, Come. And let him that heareth 
say. Come. And let him that is athirst come. 
And whosoever will," — mark you, that is the 
only condition required — "whosoever will, let 
hir^ take the water of life freely." 
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St. Luke ix. 33. 

AiidU came to pass, as tliey departed from Him, Peter said 
unto Jesus J Master, it is good for us to he here : and let us 
make three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, 
and miefor Elias ; not Icnawing what he said. 

In the narrative of the Transfiguration we 
have a double subject to study : (1) The signi- 
ficance of the event both for our Lord Himself, 
and for the chosen witnesses; and (2) The 
conduct of the Apostles. 

I. We cannot hope to fathom the entire sig- 
nificance of the mysterious transaction. Even 
the smallest details of our Eedeemer's history 
are full of meaning for us ; for He was the 
representative Man, and His life was the 
parable of all human lifa He was perfect Man, 
— ^perfect, mark you, not merely because He was 
sinless, but much more because in Him were 
^thered up in their fulness all the moral. 
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spiritual and intellectual qualities of our race ; 
and therefore we expect to find that His was a 
perfect human life, — a life which sheds clear 
light on all the problems and puzzles, trials and 
difl&culties which beset His fellow-men in their 
earthly pilgrimage. We look for a meaning in 
every incident of His human biography. To 
study the history of the Son of Man is to study 
an epitome of all that is good and noble and 
true in human nature. 

But the study presents insuperable difl&culties, 
for we often perceive that the event before us 
belongs rather to the divine life of the Son of 
God, than to the human life of the Son of 
Man. 

The Transfiguration is one of these events. 
We feel that there must have been some reason 
connected with His Godhead for that marvel- 
lous scene on the Mount. It is remarkable 
that both St. John and St Peter speak of the 
occurrence as a special manifestation of their 
Master's Deity. St John, with this incident 
evidently in his thoughts says, "We beheld 
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father** (John i 14) : while St Peter, with 
still plainer reference, declares, "We were eye- 
witnesses of His majesty. For He received 
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from God the Father honour and glory, when 
there came such a voice to Him out of the 
excellent glory, This is My beloved Son, in 
Whom I am well pleased. And this voice 
which came from heaven we heard, when we 
were with Him in the Holy Mount." 

And before this mystery of the Godhead we 
bow in homage without daring to speculate. It 
were vain to conjecture why the Son of God 
went up into the mountain, and summoned 
Moses and Elijah to meet Him there for solemn 
conference on the work of Eedemption. 

But studied from the human side this great 
wonder has much to teach us. Not without 
purpose were the three Apostles taken to witness 
the Transfiguration ; and what was enacted for 
their learning was written for ours. 

And in trying to discover what the Apostles 
did learn on the mountain, I must first ask you 
to notice the important juncture in our Lord's 
life at which the event occurred. Our Lord's 
ministry is divided into two distinct portions. 
The first occupies nearly three years, the second 
only the few months before His death. During 
the first portion He appeared chiefly as the 
Teacher and Benefactor: He spoke of His 
death and passion but seldom and obscurely. 

H 
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At length, however, the end drew near: His 
last passover was nigh at hand ; and the time 
was come for drawing aside the veil from His 
designs. In private He asked His disciples, — 
" Whom say ye that I am ? " St. Peter, in a 
moment of inspiration, replied, — " Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." This was 
the first plain confession of their faith in His 
Godhead ; His answer was the first plain an- 
nouncement of the final passion of His Man- 
hood : — " From that time forth began Jesus to 
show unto His disciples, how He must go imto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and 
be raised again the third day." Henceforth 
His time was spent in constant preparation 
for Calvary : His death was the chief topic of 
His conversation. Openly to the disciples, in 
parables to the multitudes. He spoke of it in- 
cessantly. The High Priest was making ready 
for His own self-sacrifice. 

And it was at this juncture, when His work 
as Instructor and Healer was merging into His 
other work as Priest and Victim, that the Trans- 
figuration occurred. It stands in the same 
relation to the later portion of His mission as 
the Baptism does to the earlier. The Baptism 
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waB His solemn instaUation to the ministry of 
teaching and beneficence, the Transfiguration to 
the ministry of suffering and death. 

Eecollect that the Eedeemer accomplished 
the work of Eedemption, and bore the burden 
of our sins, in the simple strength of His Man- 
hood. Even to Him that burden was almost 
past bearing, and therefore ever and anon help 
and comfort were sent direct from heayen. 
Before the Son of Man entered on the fearful 
vigil in the wilderness, the personal conflict 
with Satan, and the three years of painful 
ministry, there came the baptism of the Spirit, 
the power of the Holy Ghost overshadowed 
Him, and the voice from heaven declared, " This 
is my beloved Son." And again, when the time 
drew near for His passion and death, the voice 
which had spoken on Jordan's banks, spoke 
once more on the mountain-top, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round Him anew. The power 
of God descended to strengthen the Virgin's 
Son for Gethsemane and Calvary. 

To the Messiah Himself this seems to be the 
great significance of the Transfiguration : to the 
three Apostles the event had other meanings. 
Our Lord knew what a shock the sight of His 
ignominious death woidd be to their wavering 
h2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



100 THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

faith ; and He intended the memory of what 
they had seen on the mountain to help them 
through the triaL The sight of Christ trans- 
figured was to counterbalance the sight of Christ 
crucified. They had expected to see Christ's 
Kingdom founded in glory and grandeur, they 
were destined to witness its apparent extinction 
in shame and scorn. What busy doubts must 
have assailed them in that hour of trial ! Was 
this the accomplishment of the Law and the 
Prophets, of which He had said that not one jot 
or tittle was to pass away till aU was fcdfilled ? 
But when their Master rose from the grave, 
they learned at last that their interpretation of 
the Old Testament was all wrong ; and then the 
favoured three, no longer forbidden to speak of 
what they had seen on the mountain, would tell 
their fellows the story of the Transfiguration, 
tell them that when Moses and Elias, the repre- 
sentatives of the Law. and the Prophets, came 
from the other world to do homage to their 
Master, they had spoken, not of coming glory 
and exaltation, but " of His decease which He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem." 

This was part, but not the whole, of the lesson 
which the Transfiguration taught the Apostles, 
The Law and the Prophets were not only fal- 
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filled, but passed away ; and in token thereof 
Moses and Elias had now come to consign into 
the hands of the Messiah their ended ofl&ce and 
expiring power. They came, moreover, in the 
glorified bodies of the Eesurrection. When- 
ever Christ spoke of His death He always 
linked with it a prophecy of the Eesurrection. 
" The Son of Man must be put death, and the 
third day He shall rise again/' The Eesurrection 
of the Body, hinted at, but not clearly revealed 
in the Old Testament, was a new doctrine to the 
Jews. Moses and Elias on the mountain were 
visible witnesses to the truth, heralds of the 
Eesurrection Day. 

II. And what was the behaviour of the 
Apostles in the presence of this great wonder ? 
Probably we learn the thoughts and feelings of 
all from what their spokesman, St. Peter, said : — 
'' Master, it is good for us to be here : and let 
us make three tabernacles ; one for Thee, and 
one for Moses, and one for Elias." Weak and 
selfish words ! but let us examine them carefully. 

We are told that St. Peter " wist not what he 
said." He gave involuntary utterance to a 
thought which flashed across his mind, without 
waiting to see how childish and impracticable 
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his wish was. But these hasty words, when 
men are startled out of their usual reserve, indi- 
cate their real feelings and opinions most clearly. 
Unwarily betrayed into frankness, they lay them- 
selves bare ; they cannot employ their language, 
according to the saying of the cynical wit, to 
conceal their thoughts. From such moments of 
incaution we often learn more of their characters 
than from years of observation. They are like 
lightning flashes in the pitch-dark night which 
for an instant reveal the whole landscape with 
vivid clear reality. St. Peter's words are the 
better worth studying because they expose feel- 
ings which he would have wished to hide. 

You must often have been struck by a want 
of reverence on the pait of the Apostles towards 
their Master. There were times when they 
ventured to contradict Him, to question His 
wisdom ; on one memorable occasion St. Peter 
presumed to rebuke Him. The fact is they were 
daily and hourly in His company; they saw 
Him oppressed with constant grief, assailed with 
biting scorn; they perceived that He was 
" touched with a feeling of human infirmities." 
I do not wonder that all this impaired their 
reverence ; that through the veil of His Man- 
hood they failed fully to recognize the Majesty 
of His Godhead. 
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And with this want of reverence for Christ 
was joined an excess of reverence for the Old 
Testament Saints. The Jews of that day lived 
in the traditions of the past. Their own times 
were an era of national disgrace ; the sceptre 
had departed from Judah; they were forced to 
give tribute to Caesar. Under present abase- 
ment men love to brood over the grandeur of 
the past. It was so with the Jews. The hero- 
saints of old were almost worshipped: the 
i^ational sentiment found a vent in building the 
tombs of the prophets : there was a charm in 
the names of Moses and Elias : the Jew could 
hardly conceive of any that ranked higher. 

The Apostles shared in this feeling : they did 
not understand that Christ was infinitely above 
the greatest of the prophets. To give Him a 
certain precedence over them was their utmost 
thought. " Let us make three tabernacles ; one 
for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias," 
r— their faith in Jesus had not yet reached .a 
higher pitch than this. 

But their low unworthy haK-belief was imme- 
diately rebuked. There came a voice out the 
cloud, saying, " This is my beloved Son : hear 
Him:' 
. Christian brethren, is there not a lesson for 
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US here? Does not the popular religion of the 
present day betray a want of reverence for the 
Eedeemer? Let us look into this. 

In the early and middle ages of the Church 
men gave undue prominence to the Godhead of 
Christ. They pictured Him as enthroned in 
awful majesty in the heaven of heavens. They 
forgot His human nature, His human sympathy, 
and grievous error was the consequence. By 
degrees they peopled the ante-chamber of heaven 
with other mediators between God and man. 
Not daring to approach the throne of grace 
themselves, they implored the intercession of 
saints, of angels, of the Virgin Mother. 

At the Eeformation this error was swept 
away. The doctrine of Christ's human nature 
was again preached in all its truth and power, ' 
and sinners were once more taught to seek the 
great High Priest, who could be touched with a 
feeling of their infirmities, who had been tempted 
in all points like as they were. From that time 
the Manhood of Christ has been preached unre- 
servedly, and from year to year the clergy are 
wisely laying greater and greater stress on the 
fact and its significance. 

For I believe that now, and for many genera- 
tions to come, the Church must put the Man- 
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hood of her Lord in the head and front of her 
teaching. Tlie worship of the Son of Man must 
be preached as the antidote against the worship 
of human nature, — a worship which, whether 
we judge from present facts, or peer by the dim 
light of prophecy into futurity, seems likely to 
develop into apostacy. For the various phases 
of modern misbelief and unbelief are more and 
more shaping themselves into one general 
character, the adoration of intellect. Each year 
we make some startling addition to the list of 
our achievements, and cast our eyes farther 
down the ever-lengthening vista of scientific 
possibilities. Each year we enlarge our notions 
of our own capacities, and using the attainments 
of the past as steps in our upward progress, 
prepare to scale heights that were once incon- 
ceivable. Each year the republic of knowledge 
is more firmly knit together by unity of purpose 
and will, and so gathers fresh strength for the 
wonders which mankind is destined to achieve 
when the energies and the genius of separate 
individuals are compacted together in the tmited 
effort of the whole raca We have seen the 
dreams of past generations become the accom- 
plished facts of this, and therefore we are con- 
vinced that as yet we have reaped but the first 
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fruits of OUT mighty harvest. It has already 
become a hackneyed common-place to boast 
that even the stupendous works of the genera- 
tion which can "rift the hills, and roll the 
waters, flash the lightnings, weigh the sun," will 
hereafter seem but child's-play in comparison 
with the scientific miracles of the future. 

To the mere man of science the Vision of the 
future is one of gorgeous and unclouded splen- 
dour : to the Christian philosopher it is darkened 
by many forebodings. Unless his mind is 
narrowed by undue absorption in theological 
pursuits, he watches the advance of discovery 
with intense interest and hearty gladness, — 
and yet with some misgiving. He fears that 
the " march of intellect" may not- be the march 
of religion; that man's moral stature may be 
dwarfed, though his mental stature may rise 
to Titanic proportions. He fears that the 
scientific achievements of successive generations 
may prove fresh stages in that intellectual tower 
of Babel, which the human race is building, 
and from the lofty height of which they may 
hereafter defy their Maker, and declare that 
man shall be his own God. 

And the Church wiU have to confront this 
apostacy with the Manhood of Christ. The 
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true worship of the God-Man will strive with 
the false worship of the Man-GoA The world 
may bow down before human intellect, but 
the Church must still preach that the highest 
perfection which mankind can reach is to follow 
the truth, the love, the goodness of her incar- 
nate God. 

But infinitely important as is the preaching 
of Christ's Manhood in the present day, whe- 
ther to counteract old superstition, or modem 
infidelity, I would ask, has not some evil 
arisen from the urgency with which we are 
forced to press the doctrine? Has not this 
been in part the cause of the dangerous irreve- 
rence and familiarity with which we have learnt 
to think and speak of the Redeemer ? At any 
rate, whatever the cause, we cannot deny that 
this irreverence exists. Look, for instance, how 
it breaks out in the religious hymns used by 
many Protestant communities. There you will 
find Christ addressed in the common familiar 
language of every-day life. John Wesley said 
that "many of our hymns are fitter to be 
addressed by a lover to his fellow-mortal, than 
by a sinner to the Most High God." Bishop 
Heber said that " the brutalities of the common 
swearer could not more scandalously profane 
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the name of God, than certain epithets applied 
to Him in popular collections of religious 
poetry." May be this particular form of the 
disease is likely to be mitigated. We are at 
last awakened to the propriety of purging 
irreverence out of our hymnology. But the 
evil breaks out in other shapes. There is much 
genuine religion among us, and an earnest wish 
to spread the Gospel far and wide. Thank God, 
the necessity for making the Evangel a fact 
among the "masses" has been forced home on 
the national conscience. Eager efforts are made 
to accompKsh this purpose ; and of these efforts 
some are most wise, and some, I fear, most 
unwise. To make religion popular is regarded 
as the great work, and to reach this end, the 
most perilous policy is adopted. To draw a 
crowd the Gospel is preached on the same 
boards on which within the week the actor 
arid the ballet-dancer will occupy their accus- 
tomed places. The populace is invited to the 
worship of God in flaring placards which vie 
with the advertisements of the theatre and the 
circus. Sermons are made grotesque, histrionic, 
and pungent, to catch the ear of the million. 
All honour — I say it with the utmost sincerity 
— ^to the good intentions which suggested these 
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devices. But it is high time to protest with the 
utmost earnestness against the error from which 
they spring. To make religion popular, is it 
necessary to make it vulgar? Is the difi&culty 
of elevating the people up to religion so great, 
that we must needs degrade religion down to 
the people? I, for one, will not believe it; I 
will not believe that in the end we shall gain 
much by sacrificing seemliness to popularity. 

There is matter for serious thought in all this. 
Familiarity and irreverence would never have 
infected our preaching and our hymnology, 
unless our whole religion had been deeply im- 
bued with the same evils. Christian Brethren, 
let us each beware of them for ourselves. 
Eeligion without reverence — Can there be such 
a thing? Beware then how you suffer un- 
worthy thoughts or words to mar your adora- 
tion for Him Who is indeed your Fellow- 
Man, but your Almighty God as well. 

But, in conclusion, I must ask your atten- 
tion for a moment to St. Peter's first words, — 
*' Master, it is good for us to be here." 

Contrast the conduct of the Master and the 
disciple. Though the gloiy of the Lord is 
around Him, though Moses and Elias are at 
His feet to do Him homage, yet the Eedeemer's 
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mind is not stirred by that solitary gleam of 
exaltation in His life of sorrow. His eye is 
fixed on the awful future, and He speaks of 
the decease He is to accomplish at Jerusalem. 

But how is it with St. Peter? Ah! he is 
carried away by the rapture, the bliss of the 
moment. In his ecstasy of enjoyment he feels 
that aU the sin and sorrow which await them 
at the foot of the moimtain are utterly wretched 
and distastefuL To that sin and sorrow they 
must never return. Here they are safe from 
insidious Pharisees and fickle mobs, from hard- 
ship and bewilderment, from treason and hypo- 
crisy ; this glimpse of heaven has made these 
things, by contrast, intolerable. "Master," he 
cries, "let us build our tabernacle here. It 
is good for us to be here." 

There spoke out human weakness and selfish- 
ness. "It is good for us to be here." How 
often is that the cry in this world 1 

For instance. Perhaps we are prone to let 
our godliness be a mere thing of emotion. We 
have our spiritual dream-land, our religious 
castles in the air : we indulge in bright visions 
of the souL We like to have our sensibilities 
aroused, our pulses quickened, our sympathies 
fluttered. And what comes of these times of 
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pleasant, sentimental piety ? Too often, alas ! 
nothing more than the cry, " This is delightful ! 
It is good for ns to be here ! " Our religious 
romance, our spiritual aspirations do not nerve 
and strengthen us for our work-day drudgery. 
They only make us feel that the world is 
sadly cold and dreary, and that the duties of 
our daily life are very irksome and vexatious. 

Or again. Perhaps our Christianity is dead- 
ened by indolence and apathy. There is evil 
rotting and festering around us to an unspeak- 
able amount. Human bodies, human souls 
going to waste and ruin by thousands : the 
Devil's kingdom flourishing and prospering 
after a fashion which would break a feeling 
man's heart, if he dare sit down and realize 
the fact And we? — what are we doing? 
Why, we allow that it is all very sad, very 
pitiable; and in a vague, dull way we feel 
it too : and so we come to Church on Sundays, 
and on week days we deal in religious common- 
places : we subscribe to a few Charities, and 
lead respectable lives, and think it is not our 
business to battle with the evils of the times. 
God in His providence put us in our present 
positions of ease and comfort, and — it is good 
for us to be here. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



112 THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

Christian brethren, let us never say that. 
While St. Peter was in selfish rapture on the 
mountain-top, and longing to remain there for 
ever, crowds were gathering at the foot waiting 
for Christ. Demoniacs were waiting to have 
the devils cast out of them; blind searchers 
for truth were waiting to be enKghtened, crying, 
" Lord, we believe, help Thou our unbelief ;" the 
poor were waiting to have the Gospel preached 
unto them. And all this is a parable for us. 
There is much work waiting for all of us in 
this world, and little time to do it in. We 
must not dally over religious sentiment, or 
hang back in religious sloth. "Whatsoever 
your hand findeth to do, do it with your might." 

** Work ye manfdl while ye may, 
Work for God in this your day j 
Night must stop you, rich or poor, 
Godly deed alone endure/' 
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THE ASCENSION, 
(Preached on the Sunday after Ascensipn Day, 1868.) 

St. John xx. 17. 

Jeaus scdth vmio her^ Touch Me not ; for I am not yet aacentUd 
to My Father : but go to My brethren, and say wnto them, 
I ascend tmto My Falher and your Father, and to My 
Ood and your God, 

To-day our thoughts still linger on our 
SaviouT^s ascension, and therefore you will 
welcome a homily on this text. 

In our Lord's own preaching, and in the 
teaching of the Church, the ascent of the 
Eedeemer and the descent of the Comforter 
are closely linked. Between the two events 
there was a necessary and mysterious connec- 
tion. " It is expedient for you," said our Lord, 
" that I go away ; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter wiU not come unto you ; but if I 
depart I will send Him unto you " (John xvi 7). 
And with this truth in remembrance our Church 
in her coUect for to-day bids us pray " the King 
of glory, Who has exalted His only Son with 
great triumph into His kingdom in heaven, that 
I 
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He will not leave us comfortless ; but will send 
His Holy Ghost to comfort us and exalt us 
unto the same place whither our Saviour Christ 
is gone "before." But still, intimately as the two 
events are joined together, the Eedeemer's as- 
cension has a glorious meaning, a mighty 
power to strengthen and console us, in some 
measure distinct from this connection with the 
Comforter's mission : and it is to this view of 
the fact that I ask your attention now, for I 
must not trespass to-day on the Gospel for 
Whitsuntide. 

With this purpose in view then I have choden 
my text. If we can rightly interpret our Lord's 
warning to Mary, "Touch Me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to My Father," we shall learn 
what significance His ascension had for her, 
and therefore for us. 

Few passages in Scripture are more touching 
than the narrative of Mary Magdalene's first 
meeting with her risen Lord. In her terror 
at finding the tomb empty in the early morning, 
she had brought St. Peter and St. John to witness 
the fact and expound the mystery. Thiey saw 
His place vacant, but unable to tell her the 
meaning of the vacancy "they went away 
again " in their bewilderment " unto their own 
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home." This Mary in her more vehement grief 
could not do. As yet she could (^j stand 
without at the sepulchre weeping. The sudden 
vision of the '*two angels in white sitting, the 
one at the head, and the other at the feet, where 
the body of Jesus had lain," could not rouse 
her from her agony of sorrow. The other 
women who came to the tomb had been 
*' affrighted " by a similar apparition, but Mar/s 
grief left no room for terror. How fearless is 
her passionate answer to their greeting, *' Wo- 
man, why weepest thou?'' "She saith unto 
them. Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and I know not where they have laid Him." 
Another voice repeats the question, — a voice 
which she ought to have recognized instantly, 
but she is so absorbed in her despair that even 
that voice could not check the torrent of her grief. 
" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, saith 
imto Him, Sir, if thou have borne Him hence, 
teU me where thou hast laid Him, and I" — 
mark how she forgets her woman's weakness — 
"I wiU take Him away.'* "Jesus saith imto 
her, Mary." Do you recollect that text, "I 
have called thee by thy name ; thou art mine " 
(Is. xliii 1). Glorious words, indeed, for Jeho- 
vah to speak to any servant, however faithful ; 
i2 
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and is not this incideat an exquisite coni- 
mentary upon them ? The effect is, of course, 
instantaneous. We seem to see the Magdalene 
starting forward to clasp her Master's feet, as 
doubtless she had often done before, — ^but why- 
is that Master's hand at once raised to check 
the ardour of her love, and forbid her embrace? 
— ^Oh why does He speak the chilling words, 
*«TouchMenot?'' 

I can fancy that at the time Mary heard the 
words with a keen pang of disappointment and 
wonder: I am sure that in after years, when 
she had learned their meaning, she loved to 
recall them. There was a balm in our Lord's 
next words which took aU the sting out of His 
first repulse. In the reason which He gave for 
refusing her first embrace, — ^"for I am not 
yet ascended to My Father;" in the message 
which He sent to His brethren, — "go and say 
unto them, I ascend unto My Father and your 
Father, and to My God and your God," — in 
these gracious words she presently learned that 
there lurked a glorious promise; — a promise 
that although forbidden to touch again His 
human flesh as heretofore, yet hereafter she 
should touch Himself in a better, a truer sense 
than ever she had done before. 
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But let US examine our Loid's conduct and 
language more closely. Mary had been the 
slave of Satan in a most terrible and peculiar 
fashion. She had been possessed by seven 
devils. The tradition which makes het a " sin- 
ner/' in the worst sense of the word for a 
woman, is purely baseless. Tet it is difiEicult 
to believe that the seven devils could have 
gained an entrance, unless both body and spirit 
had first been desecrated by grievous sin of 
some kind. The Saviour saved her alike from 
Sin and Satan. He cast out the devils, and 
redeemed her from her fallen state. The once 
demoniac woman was honoured with the com- 
panionship of the Virgin^ was admitted into the 
inner circle of Christ's most chosen disciples. 
From that time forth it would seem she had 
worshipped Him with passionate adoration. She 
was one of the women who ministered to Him 
in all His wanderings ; she was one of the 
devoted band who were " last at the Cross and 
earliest at the Tomb/' There was no doubt 
about the intense reaUty of her attachment ; but, 
like our Lord's other disciples, her love was 
too earthly, her worship too unspiritual. Their 
Master was ever with them ; they saw H im in 
His goings out and comings in, in Hifi weaT^Tip«« 
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and pamfulness, in His sorrows and httmili- 
ations. And this familiarity bred a want oif 
reverence : at times they almost forgot He was 
the Son of God, they saw only the suffering 
Man. Again, they misused His presence in 
another way. In the feebleness of their spiritual 
energies they leaned too much upon Him : in 
their dulness they at once sought His help, 
however trifling the doubt or the difficulty. 
They walked by sight and not by faith. They 
had learned to trust the Divine Man upon 
earth, in Whose companionship they lived, 
Whose aid was palpable and present ; but they 
had not learned to trust their Father in heaven, 
the Spirit God Who, like the wind which 
bloweth as it listeth, came and went unseen of 
human eyes. Supported by Christ's bodily 
presence they were true disciples ; bereft of 
His bodily presence, they would have been 
frail, unstable sinners. In this too familiar 
love, in this weak over-faith, Mary Magdalene 
had shared; and with such discipleship" shd 
had been content. She did not care to rise 
to a higher and more spiritual belief : she did 
not understand that her Lord's unseen presence 
could be to her more than His visible presence 
ever had been. Enough for her to have Hinn 
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back unchanged ; enough for her on6e more td 
minister to His wants ; enough for her to re- 
sume the old blissful life anew. And therefore 
in the ecstasy of her recognition she bounded 
forward to clasp His feet as she was wont to 
do; she saluted Him with the title she was 
wont to use, " Eabboni ; which is to say, 
Master/' 

And now we can understand why our Lord 
checked the vehemence of her affection. " Touch 
Me not." The old familiarity was at an end ; 
the old relations between them could not be 
restored. His humiliation was over, and His 
victory won. He was now to be glorified again, 
with the glory which He had with His Father 
before the world was. The way-worn, life-worn 
sufiTerer, the Man of sorrows, the homeless wan« 
derer Who had not where to lay His head ; He 
to Whom she had once ministered with love 
nu)st fervent indeed and loyal, but still too 
human, too familiar, — He was now to re-enter 
the everlasting gates of heaven, and to sit down 
at His Father's right hand in glory equal, in 
majesty co-eternal. Henceforth Mary must 
worship Him with a more reverent love, a more 
spiritual adoration. 

And how was she to do this ? How was she 
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to live and work for Him now ? She had clung 
to Him as the vine clings to the tree ; how was 
she to stand alone ? " Touch Me not/' What 1 
not even the hem of His garment ? Even when 
she felt herself sinking might she not grasp 
His hand with the cay, Lord, save me, I perish ? 
Who henceforth was to save her from herself? 
Her spirit indeed was willing, but her fl.Qsh was 
Very weak. When her Saviour was gone, might 
not the seven spirits enter in again and dwell 
in her, and her last state be worse than her 
first? 

Brethren, she was still to cling to Him, still 
to trust Him. " Touch Me not, for I am not yet 
ascended to My Father." Look at the words 
closely ; do they not contain a promise I Does 
not our Lord in effect say to her, — ^Touch Me 
not as you have been wont to do. We cannot 
resume our old companionship. Yet wait 
awhile. I am not restored to you yet ; but ere 
long I shall letum to My father, and then I 
shall be yours again : then you may touch Me 
better than ever before ; then you may cling to 
Me better than ever before. . 

And does this promise of Christ to the Mag- 
dalene seem to you unreal and visionary? Do 
you think it too spiritual ? Do you feel that 
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at our Lord's ascension she lost a very near 
Friend, a very sensible Comforter, and re- 
ceived instead a very shadowy and impalpable 
substitute ? 

I trust that you have risen above such 
thoughts and feelings. Sure am I that she was 
not disappointed. Sure am I that her ascended 
Saviour was far more to her than ever He had 
been in the days of His flesh. Surely you will 
not deny this if you will ponder for a moment 
on the relationship which often exists between 
the living and the dead, and make that relation- 
ship a type of the communion which united 
Mary with her ascended Master. Are not pur 
friends often far more to us when dead than ever 
they were when living? Is it not proverbial 
that the worth of the great and noble is never 
fully known till they are gone? Then we 
throw a halo round them in our memories. 
Then the truths they uttered, the principles 
they fought for, become endeared to us. A 
good man can often leave his own high pur- 
poses and lofty principles as a legacy to his 
friends, a legacy which is prized as Elisha prized 
Elijah's mantle. The memory of a righteous 
father or a pious mother has often been the 
guiding-star of their children's lives. May be 
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the wild wajrvrardness of a headstrong son, or 
the wicked frivolity of a disobedient daughter, 
has shortened the anxious Kfe of a mother, or 
brought down a father's gray hairs in sorrow to 
the grave. WhUe living their correction was 
neglected, their reproof unheeded : but when 
they were gone their words rose to their chil- 
dren's remembrance : being dead they yet spoke, 
— spoke with a power that in their lifetime they 
could never command to check, to soften and 
redeem. I have known a child's sin prevented 
by the thought that perhaps a dead father 
would see it, or a dead mother grieve for it. I 
have known a man cling for years to an arduous 
and painful task for a dead friend's sake, out of 
pure reverence for his memory. And yet in 
such cases the power of the departed all rests 
on a fancy, — a fancy that may be true, a fancy 
that I myseK firmly believe to be true : but for 
aught we know for certain, the friend may have 
lost all knowledge of this world, the mother's 
spirit may be far away, the father's eyes may 
be closed in sleep that nought but the arch- 
angel's trump will ever break. Yet the Mag-^ 
dalene's faith rested not on so Jfrail a fency ; she 
touched her ascended Lord with no such uncer- 
tain touch. Ere long she learned that in His 
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Spirit He was constantly present, unseen yet 
ever near. Ay, and present too in His hu- 
manity. The spirit eyes that watched her, the 
spirit voice that cheered and consoled her, be- 
longed to Him Who had beeii touched with a 
feeling of human infirmities. With her ascended 
Saviour still so near and dear, could the Mag- 
dalene ever regret the old days of His sojourn- 
ing in the flesh? or feel that He had broken 
the promise given on that Easter morning when 
He bade her touch Him not, for He was not 
yet ascended to His Father ? 

And was not the promise made to her, made 
equally to us? Do not the four Gospels give 
us a picture of the Bedeemer almost as bright 
and clear as memory could give the Magdalene ? 
We hear much discussion now-a-days about the 
inspiration of the writers of the Bible ; and 
there is much unseemly wrangling, and much 
honest bewilderment about the matter. And 
meanwhile we have nearly forgotten another 
truth almost as, perhaps more, important, namely 
that God has promised to inspire honest readers 
of the Bible. And that promise, I believe, per- 
tains more especially to the four Grospels. Let 
us read the Evangelists with reverent, docile, 
truthful minds, and a spirit power will come 
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forth from the words and pass into our hearts and 
heads, making dark things clear and hard things 
simple. The history will live again ; the God- 
Man, Christ Jesus, will move before us. We 
shall see Him walking by the sea of Galilee, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem ; we shall hear 
His voice as He argues with Scribes and Pha- 
risees in the Temple, or teaches the common 
people in parables on the hill-side. All this it 
is in our power to realize, and more than this. 
For we may next learn that He still lives in our 
midst, changed, and yet the same, glorified, but 
human still ; watching over us with boundless 
human sympathies, nearer to us than ever He 
was to the companions of His earthly pilgrim- 
age, accessible to a truer, better touch than that 
which the Magdalene sought to give Him in 
the garden. 

And do we really know and feel all this ? Or 
am I merely talking officially orthodox language 
in orthodox ears ? Nay, my friends, we might 
know it better, if we would. One reason, at 
any rate, I can see why some of us know it so 
little. When we lose a dear earthly friend, how 
carefully we prize the mementos he left behind ! 
What power they have to recall his bodily pre- 
sence ! A shred of hair treasured up in ring or 
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locket ; a fragment of his handwriting ; a minia- 
ture portrait; — as we fondly bend over such 
things, in hours of soft memory, they seem to 
cast a spell over us, they bring him back again : 
we see the old loving look, we feel the tender 
beaming of his kind eye, and once more, as in 
the long ago, our spirits hold converse with his. 
And yet, after all, there is the doubt whether 
we converse with aught but the creation of our 
imagination. But it is not so with the mementos 
that He has left us. " Take and eat, this is My 
body which was broken for you : take and drink, 
this is My blood which was shed for you."- No 
fiction of fond fancy here, my friends. Come with 
pure hands and pure Kps ; come with contrite 
hearts and humble spirits, and a real presence 
shall meet you at the altar ; a real voice shall 
speak to you there in words more winning fer 
than those which checked the too human, too 
passionate love of the Magdalene, — "Ye may 
touch Me now, for I am ascended to My Father, 
and your Father, to My God and your God." 
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HOME TEA CHING. 

2 Kings rv, 26. 
Is it well wUh the child f 

These words come from the story of the Shu- 
namite woman. They formed part of the in- 
quiry which Uisha sent his servant, Gehazi, to 
make when he descried his kind hostess riding 
along the plain to his dwelling on Mount Car- 
mel. Her only son, Elisha's own gift to her on 
Jehovah's behalf, had died suddenly, and in her 
vehement tribulation she had laid him down on 
the prophet's bed, and sped away to beg him 
back from the giver and his God. It was, how- 
ever, in ignorance of the boy's death that Elisha 
sent to ask, '*Is it well with the child?" But 
he knew, as we all know, that such a question 
never comes amiss to a mother, that whatever 
other care may fall upon her, her child's welfare 
is ever the anxiety which sits closest to her 
heart. 

But with the woman of Shunem and her 
story I have no concern at present I have 
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some plain truths about education to deliver to- 
day, and I require a text to suit my subject, — a 
short, sharp text, which shall ring in jour ears 
and haunt your memories for many a day, even 
if you forget every word of the sermon. There- 
fore I pluck this question away from the con^ 
text, and set it full before you, — "Is it well 
with the chUd?" 

** Is it well with the child ? " Every member 
of the conmiunity is bound by his own personal 
interests to answer, — I thank God, that as far 
as lies in my power it is welL You are bound 
by your own interests to make this answer as 
citizens, and not only as parents. There is no 
room for family selfishness in this matter. The 
training which children get from their com- 
panions is almost as important as that which 
they get from their fathers and mothers ; and 
therefore the education of your neighbours' chil- 
dren is your concern. In God's house, however, 
we will not talk too much about " concerns " 
and " interests ; " we will rather speak of duty, 
— a word, thank G^d, still sacred among us. 
And if you want a sense of this duty branded 
on your consciences, remember our Eedeemer's 
thrice-recorded words (Matt, xviii 6, Mark ix. 42, 
Luke xvii 2)^" It were better that a millstone 
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were hanged about a man's neck, and lie cast 
into the sea, than that he should offend one of 
these little ones." I need not tell you that the 
offence may come by leaving undone what we 
ought to have done, as well as by doing what 
we ought not to have dona 

"Is it weU with the chad?" What is the 
plaintive answer that old people generally give 
to this question ? They look back to the time 
of their own childhood, and testify that a rever- 
ence was then shown by the young to their 
elders which has since become much more rare. 
They declare that they have seen a gradual 
estrangement spreading between parents and 
children : that the boys and girls of the present 
day are growing up wilful and imruly; that 
they scout and cast off the authority of home at 
the earliest chance, and claim a perilous inde- 
pendence with wayward wanton precocity. They 
can quote texts, they say, which fit the new 
generation far too closely ; for instance St. Paul's 
description of the men of evil times, — " Disobe- 
dient to parents, unthankful, without natural 
affection, despisersof those that are good, lovers 
of pleasure more than lovers of God " (2 Tim. 
iii 2, 3, 4). Now, of course, in these complaints 
of the older generation there is much of that 
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love for, and implicit belief in, the past times of 
their own youth which the aged always display. 
But at the same time there is quite truth enough 
to stir sad thoughts in the minds of thinking 
men ; ay, and to draw strong prayers from their 
hearts too, that some one, or some thing may 
speedUy arise " to turn the heart of the fathers to 
the children, and the heart of the children to 
their fathers, lest God come and smite the land 
with a curse " (Malachi iv. 6). And the greatest 
curse with which God could smite the land would 
be simply to suffer this evil, as yet incipient, to 
worsen and widen. For since the world began, 
of all the nations that have gone rotten and 
perished, there has not been one, I fully believe, 
in which the breaking asunder of filial and 
parental ties was not at once the surest presage 
and most potent cause of destruction. 

But now comes the question, — ^Whose fault is 
all this ? You may lay it down as a rule — a 
rule almost free from exception — ^that the chil- 
dren wiU not neglect their duties unless the 
parents have first neglected theirs. If filial 
affection is on the decrease, you may trace the 
evil to a decrease in parental care. The young 
generation have a certain right to fling back the 
charges of their seniors. For a pernicious notion 
k: 
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is 'gradually spreading in every class of the com- 
munity that, provided the child is taught, it is 
no matter by whom. Parents are thought to 
have a perfect right, if they can, to delegate the 
entire education of their children to other people. 
The whole duty of a father is to send his off- 
spring to school. Eeligion, affection, and com- 
mon sense have alike failed to counteract this 
mischievous heresy. 

But there must be something in the present 
state of things to foster such a heresy as this, 
or else it would never spread at a time when 
the standard of national morality is rising so 
steadily as to make us thank God, and take 
courage. I believe there is ; I believe that the \ 
very increase in the ways and means of educa- 
tion which has been a chief cause in the general 
improvement, has greatly developed this par- 
ticular evil. We have twenty schools for every 
one that our fathers had ; more and better edu- { 
cation can now be bought for a shilling than 
could have been bought for a guinea fifty years 
ago. Thank God for all this. But, as is so often 
the case, what should have been for our health 
has become to us an occasion of falling. The 
school is cheap and convenient, and parents in 
consequence have learned to throw upon it their 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HOME TEACHING, 131 

own responsibilities. In every class, but espe- 
cially the working class, this mistake, or let me 
plainly say this sin, is on the increase. The 
school is suffered to usurp the parents' place, 
and the child, left without moral and religious 
training at home, becomes estranged, wilful and 
disobedient. 

Education obviously consists of two parts, 
mental and moral training. Most of the mental 
training may be entrusted to a professional 
teacher without detriment to the child, though 
if even this be entirely surrendered by the 
parent, mischief will be the result. But you 
sin deeply against your children if you abandon 
their moral training to others. Godliness can- 
not be inculcated, as it ought to be, anywhere 
except at home. Under the very happiest cir- 
cumstances religion, if learned at school, must 
be learned more or less as a task : and in conse- 
quence, a dislike is very often taken to those 
holy truths, which ought never to be approached 
but in the purest reverence and love — a dislike, 
I say, is taken to these in childhood which is 
never thrown off in manhood. The Bible ought 
not to be made a task book ; religion ought not 
to be taught in the same way as we teach history 
or arithmetic. Do not think that we would keep 
k2 
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religion out of our schools. No! it must be 
there to sanctify everything else, to be the 
ground-work of everything else. But it should 
not be made part of the hard dull school- work 
It should be taught pleasantly and lovingly, and 
in such a way that it may become endeared to 
the child. I say, this should be : but as the case 
stands now, this cannot be. For throughout 
the length and breadth of- the land the great 
majority of parents do so pitiably neglect the 
spiritual condition of their children, that for fear 
they should never learn religion at all, we are 
forced to teach it as part of the regular school 
routine, even at the risk of making it a task, even 
at the risk of leading the poor child to associate 
God's holy Word with labours and tears and 
the rod. But it is not our fault if we are com- 
pelled to choose the lesser of two evils. We are 
brought to this pass because parents will shift 
their proper burdens from their own shoulders, 
and hire others to undertake the responsibilities 
which God has laid upon them. 

The history of our Lord's childhood was an 
acted parable which all parents are bound to 
study with the utmost care. Jesus Christ was 
the representative Man, and His life was the 
representative life. His childhood therefore 
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was tlie perfect type to which all childhood 
ought, as far as possible, to conform. For you 
must distinctly understand that the Saviour 
passed through a real infancy and youth. The 
Babe that lay in the manger-cradle was a babe, 
a babe not merely in appearance, not merely in 
the tiny helplessness of His little body, but in 
mind also : His moral, spiritual, and intellectual 
faculties were as yet undeveloped. Without 
doing violence to the doctrine of Christ's Man- 
hood you cannot conceive that the baby-intellect 
of the infant Jesus comprehended His two 
natures, and grappled with the consciousness 
of Deity. 

The Holy Spirit, through the Evangelist 
St. Luke, has revealed the precise juncture at 
which the Child first became distinctly aware 
of His Godhead. The story of His life for 
twelve years is told in a single verse, — ''The 
Child grew and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom : and the grace of God was upon 
Him ". (Luke ii 40). This silence is signifi- 
cant; nothing is recorded, because there, is 
nothing to record. Those years were a period 
of inward progress : He increased in "wisdom,'' 
as well as in "stature." The deficiencies and 
infirmities of infancy were outgrown in due 
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course, and His faculties were developed ac- 
cording to the regular laws, mental and physical, 
of humanity. The Child "waxed strong in 
spirit/' waxed strong enough at last to com- 
prehend His own nature. When He went to 
keep His first passover at Jerusalem the "grace 
of God " seems to have revealed the full truth 
to HinoL I ask your especial attention to the 
words that passed between the Son and His 
mother, when she found Him in the temple, — 
"Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us? 
behold, Thy father and I have sought Tliee 
sorrowing." The Divine Boy replies, — "How 
is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I 
must be about My Father's business ?" Mark 
the under-current of meaning in the "My 
Father" replying to "Thy father." The words 
give us a glimpse of the Child's position in 
that carpenter's cottage. The mother had never 
told her Son the secret of His birth : He was 
suffered to think that Joseph was His father, 
and He called him so. But by degrees as He 
increased in wisdom the consciousness of His 
Deity grew stronger. The mind of a thoughtful 
child transferred for the first time bom the 
stillness and seclusion of home to the novelty 
and tumult of public life, will undergo a great 
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change. Perhaps the human mind of the child 
Jesus received some such stimulus, when He 
passed from His quiet home, and the society 
of the dull boorish Nazarenes, to the stir and 
excitement of Jerusalem at the passover time. 
The latent sense of Deity, with which His 
infant intellect had been too feeble to cope at 
first, but wliich had grown with His growth, 
now rapidly expanded into full and conscious 
knowledge. May it not have been under the 
influence of this mighty thought that the Child 
wandered into the temple, hoping to learn from 
the Eabbis something that would confirm His 
fast-growing convictions ? Who can doubt the 
main topic of His inquiries as He sat during 
those three days with the doctors ? He would 
ask, and they would tell, what the ancient 
Scriptures foretold of the Messiah which was 
for to come. And as prophecy after prophecy 
was cited, the Child would at last become fully 
aware of the Divine personality within Him, 
and know for certain who He was, and who 
His Father was, and what was the work which 
that Father had given Him to do. And when 
the mother found her Boy, and heard His signi- 
ficant words, and read the new meaning in His 
solemn eyes aa He looked up in her face and 
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asked, — '' Wist ye not that I must be about My 
Father's business?" she must have learned at 
once that the secret of His birth was disclosed 
to Him now. Henceforth He was changed; 
He was still obedient and submissive as before ; 
but the Majesty of conscious Deity was upon 
Him. Henceforth when He spoke of His 
Father, it was not Joseph that He meant. 

Now I beg you to notice the age at which 
this change came over the child Jesus : — 
" when He was twelve years old." I am sure 
that in this fact there lies a double lesson for 
all Christian parents. In spite of His Godhead 
and our corruption, the childhood of Christ, as 
I have already said, was the perfect pattern to 
which all childhood should bear some resem- 
blance. It is noteworthy that the only other 
childhoods of which we have any full account 
in Scripture, those of Samuel and John the 
Baptist, are described the one in nearly (1 Sam. 
ii. 26, iii 19), the other in exactly, the same 
language (Luke i. 80) as that of Jesus. And 
this, if I needed additional proof, would satisfy 
me that the childhood of Jesus was, in all but 
sin, similar to, and therefore full of lessons 
about, childhood in general 

And therefore I attach great importance to 
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the circumstance that Jesus was about twelve 
years old when He began to know His Father 
and His Father's business. The fact is full of 
significance both as to the intellectual and 
moral training of our children. About that age 
a child's intellect begins rapidly to develop. 
Hitherto the teacher has had to work chiefly 
on the more mechanical faculties of the mind, 
and especially on the memory : henceforth the 
higher powers, thought, reason and understand- 
ing, comparatively dormant before, begin to 
awaken. The young spirit begins to hunger 
and thirst after knowledge. Jesus sitting in 
the midst of the Eabbis is the symbol of child- 
hood seeking instruction. The symbol, alas ! 
not of what is, but of what should be. For 
what, in this respect, is the actual state of 
things in England now? Why, when the 
child ought to be among the doctors hearing 
them and asking them questions, in plain lan- 
guage, when the education of school ought to 
be brought into the fullest play, in that great 
class, the hand-workers, who, for their spiritual 
welfare, need the school far more than the 
head-workers (for they are under instruction 
all their lives), — in that great class all mental 
training is commonly brought to a premature 
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close. After being hastily crammed with a 
little crude information, which for lack of time 
has never been digested into knowledge, the 
unfortunate child is sent to the plough, the 
factory, or the workshop. And what is the 
result? Why, the desire for knowledge, once 
baulked, rarely revives ; the spirit of inquiry 
once laid, is laid for ever. Unfostered and 
unfed, neither the child's mind, nor the child's 
spirit, ever grows. They remain dwarfish and 
stunted. But the carnal nature grows — grows 
out of all proportion. His desires, his feelings, 
and his very features acquire a low and animal 
character : his whole being becomes earthly 
and sensuaL But how could it be otherwise, 
when with the intellect and spirit of a child, he 
unites the lusts and passions of a man ? 

My friends, I know no creature more pitiable 
than a brutish lad of twenty, stupid, although 
cunning, lapsed into worse than childish igno- 
rance, yet an adept in knowledge of a certain 
kind, whom you can recollect ten years ago a 
bright intelligent boy in a national school. 
Brothers and sisters of the working class, I 
know well the self-denial you must practise 
to keep your children at school till a riper 
age; I know weU how hard it is to forego 
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their little earnings ; but still, solemnly, in the 
name of God, I entreat you to consider whether 
the good gained, and the evil prevented are not 
worth a ten-fold sacrifice. 

But Jesus, the Boy of twelve years, sitting 
amidst the doctors, teaches us another lesson, 
more to my purpose to-day, a lesson about 
moral training. For a moral, as well as an 
intellectual, change comes over the child about 
that age. I say, *' about that age;" for of 
course the period varies widely in different 
children: besides you may either hasten or 
delay the crisis. On the one hand by feverish 
stimulating culture you may produce an un- 
healthy precocity ; on the other hand, by neglect 
or by over-tasking the body you may stunt and 
retard the spiritual growth. But generally about 
the age of twelve a moral change comes over 
children. Till then, the parents, unless they 
have forfeited their rights by their own fault, 
stand to their children in the place of God: 
their unruly wills may resist your authority, 
but their reason is implicitly submissive. They 
believe in you without a question. They know 
no power above yours, no law but your will. 
They form no real conception of the God you 
speak of, and bid them pray to : they take all 
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you say upon trust, but to all intents and pur- 
poses you are your children's God. 

Then comes the change. By degrees God 
passes from a name into a fact. The earthly 
father's authority wanes, and the child appeals 
to his Father in heaven. And with this comes 
the fuller knowledge of right and wrong, the 
keener sense of duty : keener, because inspired 
by stronger motives. "I must be about My 
Father's business," says the Child Jesus. The 
sense of duty, the " I must," rests on a deeper 
foundation now — on the knowledge of another 
Will, and another Father. The child has begun 
to feel his own responsibility ; his soul has 
begun to be alone with his God. 

Fathers and mothers, mark these truths weU. 
Those early years are the God-given opportunity 
for securing your children's welfare. As a rule 
— there may be numerous exceptions — ^but as 
a rule the parents' part in the child's religious 
education is almost over at the age of ten or 
twelve. After that age you cannot teach reli- 
gion : you may teach doctrine, theology, religious 
history, but not religion. The child's conscience 
is now no longer in your keeping ; he learns his 
lessons direct from God. Oh, can you not see 
then the infinite importance of laying the foun- 
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dation of a religious life while you can lay it ; 
of training up the child — ^the child, in the way 
he should go, while as yet his faith in you is 
implicit, while as yet you stand, as for a time 
you ought to stand, in the place of God ? Waste 
the opportunity, and you will never regain it 
The child is father of the man. Humanly 
speaking, the after destiny of your children 
depends on the way in which you guide and 
govern those years of perfect belief and instinc- 
tive reverence. A few years hence, they will 
have found you out, found out that you are weak, 
sinful and fallible. They may still in part yield 
to your influence and submit to your authority, 
but they will not, they cannot, give you the old 
undoubting faith. If by this time they have 
not received the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, it is too late to begin now. God Almighty 
help them, for it is little you can do. 

To you mothers, we appeal more especially. 
For it is chiefly the mother's place to teach by 
direct precept and instruction, whilst the in- 
direct training of personal influence and example 
devolves rather on the father. Where can the 
young child learn his duty to God and man 
so well as at his mother's knee? You must 
not hire others to undertake the teaching of that 
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lesson ; for they are not endowed by God, as 
you are, with special virtues for the work. You 
must not leave them, in their tender age, to learn 
God's truths in the din and hubbub of a school- 
room. Teach them yourselves. Tell them how 
the blessed Jesus loved and obeyed His mother : 
tell them the story of His taking up young 
children in His arms and blessing them : tell 
them of His kindness, His gentleness, and His 
great courage : of how He was mocked and 
buffeted and spat on, and yet never spake an 
angry word : tell them of His crucifixion, and 
of how He prayed God to forgive the very men 
that nailed him to the cross : tell of these things 
plainly, earnestly, lovingly, in the simple win- 
some words which the Holy Spirit, and your 
own motherly love will put into your mouths. 
And then you will see your little hearers hang- 
ing on your lips, listening with a child's interest, 
a child's awe, a cliild's religion : you will find 
that the story is one they love to hear, one that 
never palls on their attention. You mothers, 
teach them in this way ; you fathers count their 
presence sacred, and let the sight of your sins 
never dispel their spontaneous reverence ; and 
then home will becpme a sacred word in their 
ears. And when they grow up to man's estate, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HOME TEACHING. 143 

they will not, as they too often do now, break 
their home ties rudely and roughly, and fling 
off your authority as an irksome hateful thing. 
I am convinced that in nine cases out of ten 
in which the child will not honour the parent, it 
is because the parent never taught the child to 
honour God. I say it again ; — in at least nine 
cases out of ten where children will not honour 
their parents, the parents have never taught 
their children to honour God. 

There is one thing in the religious education 
of your families which I must urge on you very 
earnestly. A child can never be taught in a 
crowded schoolroom how to pray. The teacher 
may speak of the duty and privilege of prayer ; 
he may tell his class how the prophets and 
apostles and Jesus Christ Himself were wont to 
pray, and he may teach the words of prayer ;• 
and I do not say that this labour will be thrown 
away. No, by God's blessing, such teaching 
will often take effect in the young heart ; but 
still this is not the chief, much less the only 
way in which this holiest of lessons ought to be 
taught. The father, or the mother ought to take 
the child in a quiet hour at home and kneel 
down by his side, and put into his mouth 
those ever-blessed words that begin with *' Our 
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Father/' my friends, if you yourselves knew 
the deep meaniog of that word — "prayer," if 
if you knew all that depended on your children 
being able to pray aright, with the spirit and 
the understanding, you would not leave so im- 
portant a lesson to the formal teaching of a 
schoolroom. Look in the 21st chapter of 
Genesis, at the story of Hagar and Ishmael in 
the wilderness; you will find there a notable 
illustration of the value of a child's prayer. The 
boy and his mother were in danger of dying of 
thirst, and Hagar " cast the child under one of 
the shrubs. And she went and sat down over 
against him a good way off, as it were a bow- 
shot : for she said, Let me not see the death of 
the child. And she sat over against him, and 
lift up her voice, and wept." But while she was 
despairing the boy was praying. The history 
does not state this distinctly in so many words, 
but we gather that it was so from the 17th verse, 
where we read, " God heard the voice of the 
lad : " and thus his life was saved and he be- 
came the father of a great people. " God heard 
the voice of the lad." Mark that, children, and • 
never forget it. A. boy's prayer went right up 
to heaven, and God listened on the instant and 
sent his angel with an answer. If you pray in 
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your dangers and difficulties, as Ishmael did, 
God will hear you as readily. And you, parents, 
mark it also. There is a lesson for you too in 
those words, — " God heard the voice of the lad/' 
For how was it that in his hour of need he be- 
thought himself of turning to God ? Why, the 
boy had been taught to pray : that blessed 
lesson, you may be sure, had not been forgotten 
in flie household of Abraham. The boy had 
been taught to pray ; and therefore in his hour 
of trouble he had a Friend to flee to Who was 
both able and willing to save. Now you may 
be sure that unless your children's lot in life is 
to be very different to that of most men, sooner 
or later their hour of need will come upon them, 
— and how will it then fare with them, if they 
have never been taught to pray ? Ah ! if they 
do not learn this blessed lesson from you, if you 
do not teach them that their heavenly Father 
loves to hear and answer His children's petitions, 
the Devil will instruct them after a very different 
fashion. He will put dark and cruel thoughts 
about God into their hearts ; he will persuade 
them to. regard Him, not as a kind Father to be 
loved and trusted, but as a stem taskmaster to 
be feared and forgotten: he will make God 
appear so unlovely in their eyes that they will 
L 
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see no beauty in Him that they should desire 
Him. And so in their day of affliction they 
will never turn to God ; nay, they will shrink 
from Him : and therefore, for want of His help 
and comfort, they will either sink into stupid 
despair, or peevish discontent, with energies, 
and it may be with hearts broken ; or else, if 
they do struggle through, they will come out of 
the trial soured and hardened, and farther off 
from God than ever, — and this because they 
were never taught to pray. 

*; Is it well with the child ? " Fathers and 
mothers, that question will one day be put to 
you before God's judgment seat : are you ready 
with your answer ? 
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DOUBT, OR THE THIRD TEMPTATION, 

(The substance of two Sermons preached in Lent, 1862.) 

St. Matthew it. 8, 9, ICK 

Again, the devil taJceth Htm up into an exceeding high moun- 
tain, and sheweth Him all the kingdoms of the world, and 
the glory of th&in; and saith unto Him, All these things 
will I gice Thee, if Thou unit fall down and worship 
me. Then saith Jesus wnio Mm, Oet thee hence, Saian : 
for U is written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy Ood, 
and Him only shaU thou serve. 

OuE Lord's temptation, like His sacrifice, was 
vicarious. He resisted and conquered in the 
wilderness as our representative- His tempta- 
tion was the type of all human temptation, His 
victory was the symbol of ours. It may puzzle 
us to conceive how the "Word/' although made 
flesh, covM be tempted ; but still we must not 
allow the mystery of His Godhead to lessen 
with bewilderment our faith in the reality of 
the transaction. The Godhead of the Eedeemer, 
except as revealed to us through His Manhood, 
is to us the deepest of problems. You may 
l2 
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take that pillar which once stood by the Bed 
Sea, wrapt in dark shadow on one side, but on 
the other efifulgent with light and comfort, as 
a similitude of the two natures of Christ. His 
Godhead is a dim inscrutable mystery to us ; 
but there is not one single fact recorded of His 
Manhood which does not flood our minds with 
light, and warm our hearts with hope and 
courage. For He was not merely a man ; He 
was the Man, — ^the Man in whom all the race 
was summed up and embodied. Every trial 
and difficulty which ever did, or ever could 
befall mankind, find their counterpart in the 
history of the Son of Man. His life was an 
epitome of the life of all humanity. 

And that scene in the wilderness was, I 
believe, in its turn, an epitome, a concentrated 
rehearsal of His after-life in the world. The 
temptations there foreshadowed the temptations 
He was afterwards to encounter in the world. 
The events of that fortieth day formed the pro- 
gramme, so to speak, of His subsequent career. 

And all this makes the narrative of Christ's 
encounter with Satan full of the strongest 
interest for us. *' He was tempted in all points 
like as we are," and in that encounter He re- 
hearsed His temptations. And therefore when 
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I wish to know the nature of the temptations 
to which I am liable, and the means by which 
I may overcome them, I must go and study, 
with reverence and with prayer, the history of 
Christ's sojourn in the wilderness. 

Of course the whole significance of the event 
lies in this, that our Lord was tempted a a 
Man, If the Temptation is to teach us any- 
thing, we must believe that it was real ; how- 
ever much such a belief may be at variance, 
logically, with faith in His perfect Godhead. 
The Eedeemer (to speak after the manner of 
men) was not clad by His Divinity as it were 
in armour of proof. As in the Tale of Troy 
the whole interest centres in the fact that the 
Greek hero, though invulnerable elsewhere, 
Gould still be wounded in his heel, so, if I 
may venture to use the comparison, the narra- 
tive of the Temptation would be emptied of all 
interest for us, if we did not feel that our Lord, 
however invincible in His Godhead, was still 
accessible to real danger in His Manhood. 
Otherwise the history is a mere allegory, — 
marvellous indeed, but without much meaning 
for us. But we cannot admit that the transac- 
tion was in any sense allegorical or fictitious, 
a semblance, or a parable. It was most genuine. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



150 DOUBT, OR THE THIRD TEMPTATION, 

and therefore our Lord endured and overcame 
as a Man. He himself emphatically declared 
in what character He met the Tempter; He 
deliberately took His stand on His Manhood. 
"If Thou be the Son of God/' says Satan, 
" command that these stones be made bread." 
" Man," is the significant reply, " man doth not 
live by bread alone, but by every word of 
God." 

Our Eedeemer, therefore, fought and tri- 
umphed in the wilderness as a simple Man, 
with no other help than yehat God gives to all 
men. Angels may come to minister when the 
conflict is over, but not before. Now man, 
made in the image of His Maker, is a trinity 
in unity : he is compounded of three different 
natures, flesh, spirit, and intellect. The three 
temptations corresponded to the three natures, 
and so the narrative of the conflict forms a 
marvellous commentary on those precious words, 
— "He was tempted in all points like as 
we are.** 

Each of the three natures was successively 
assailed. When the devil came and found the 
fasting Man ''an hungred," he caught at the 
possibility of making the animal appetite of 

inger the occasion of sin. Foiled in this, he 
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next attacked the spiritual nature : he would 
have the Saviour cast HimseK down from a 
pinnacle of the Temple, in reliance that God 
would save Him by a miracle. This would 
have been a display of presumptuous fanatic 
faith, and I need not tell you that faith is the 
highest function of our spiritual nature. And 
when in the last onset he offered Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, 
if He would fall down and worship him, he 
was plying the Eedeemer's mind with the intel- 
lectual doubt whether it were not better to rule 
the earth by power than to win it by love. 

It is on this third temptation that I now ask 
you to fasten your attention. 

I fancy that most of you have felt some diffi- 
culty about this third device of Satan You 
expected to find the last temptation the most 
subtle and dangerous : yet for aught you could 
see the bait was so coarse, the suggested sin so 
horrible, as to render resistance easy. In the 
lonely wilderness, though weary with watching 
and faint with hunger, our Lord had proved 
Himself incapable of distrust. He had stood 
on the pinnacle of the Temple, immovable in 
the stiU calm of a faith too deep for fanaticism. 
How then could the Tempter hope that, at the 
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last, when the victory was almost won, He 
would for a bribe so vulgar as earthly pomp 
and glory, renounce His Father and worship 
the devil ? 

You may have felt this diflSculty, for a super- 
ficial study of the narrative at once suggests it. 
On closer examination you will confess that the 
last assault was the deadliest of all, for it was 
an attempt to overwhelm the human mind of 
Christ by an appalling intellectual doubt. 

I must endeavour to explain the nature of 
that doubt. 

The present state of the world is a fearful 
puzzle. Christianity is nearly nineteen centuries 
old, and yet how weak is the kingdom of God, 
how prosperous the kingdom Df Satan ! It is a 
grand sight to see this glorious, church filled 
with worshippers to-night ; and yet if we could 
look into men's hearts we should see that many 
among us are not, in spite of outward seeming, 
true disciples of Christ It is sad to think of 
this, but sadder stUl to know that while we are 
worshipping within these walls, there are thou- 
sands in our city outside, who never enter a 
church from year's end to year's end ; who are 
living, and will die, without God in the world. 
And these, alas ! are but a sample of the 
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heathens of England — ^heathens who may be 
counted by millions. And yet, in spite of these 
heathens, England's religion is more genuine, 
her faith purer, her morality sounder than those 
of any other nation in Christendom. Sad facts 
these, my friends, and yet there are sadder stilL 
Christendom is only a tenth part of the world : 
you may count as Christians all who are called 
so, however ignor^int and debased, and the hea- 
thens will still outnumber them tenfold. 

No^ all this is no less puzzling than pitiable. 
How can these things be ? If God is omnipotent, 
why does He not put down wickedness with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm ? Why 
does He not banish Satan to hell, and establish 
Christ's kingdom by force ? It is in vain to ask. 
The answer is beyond the limits of our under- 
standing. When we have said all we can say, 
the question is stiU there, fruitful of doubts. 

Y«t one fact we can see cleaxly, one fact of 
vast importance. It is not the wiU of God to 
put down evil by force, by the strong hand. 
His way is far different : He oveircomes evil by 
good. Christ's kingdom is not the kingdom of 
power and strength, but of holiness and love. 

Mark well that truth, my friends. I am 
Speaking to many men and women who wish. 
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and to some who are working to overcome evil : 
and I ask you, — in what means do you put 
your trust? In power, influence, or wealth? 
Well, these things may give you some help, but 
not much: the only victory which is worth 
winning must be won by righteousness ; you 
must overcome evil by good. What wrong and 
misery faith in this divine truth would have 
saved the world ! Again and again have sin- 
cere bigots — ^and, alas for poor human nature ! 
few men can be sincere without being more or 
less bigots too — again and again have sincere 
bigots tried to put down evil, or what they 
fancied evil, by force — ^by persecution, by politi- 
cal power, by the zeal of party spirit, by money, 
by the tyranny of public opinion, — and perhaps 
■ they have succeeded in some small degree, for 
some short period. But still, this is not the best 
way, this is not God's way. They would have 
prospered better if they had trusted to other 
weapons alone, — to the inherent righteousness 
of their cause. '* The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal," said the Apostle who conquered 
more evil than any other mortal man that ever 
lived : " My kingdom is not of this world," said 
that Apostle's Master ; " if my kingdom were 
of this world, then would my servants fight." 
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Brethren, to conquer evil we need not man's 
power, we need not fall down and worship " the 
Prince of this world," We have a better way 
far ; — ^we can "overcome evil with good." 

And what has all this to do with the Saviour's 
third temptation ? I will tell yoiL The Father 
sent the Son to redeem the world from sin and 
Satan, to establish the kingdom of God. As 
He stood on the mountain top, looking down 
on the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them, He beheld the realm which His Father 
had sent Him to conquer. And how was the 
victory to be won? Not by force and power, 
Christian brethren, but by righteousness and 
love. And as He stood there the Eedeemer 
foreknew the fearful nature of the task. He 
foresaw that His goodness would draw forth 
the hatred of a sinful world ; that difficulties, 
dangers and sorrows would darken round His 
path, till at last it came to an end in the dark- 
ness of Calvary : He foresaw that His apostles 
would have to struggle with opposition and per- 
secution, and be hated of all men for His name's 
sake : He foresaw that after a few hundred years 
of splendid success the progress of Christianity 
would almost cease, and long centuries follow 
of darkness, corruption, and bitter schism : He 
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foresaw the pitiable plight of Christianity at the 
present moment, the contests, rancours, and 
apostacies with, which the unborn future will yet 
baffle the work : He foresaw all this, and as He 
giazed on the domain wliich was to be won by 
His own passion and blood, and by the long- 
drawn sufferings and struggles of His followers in* 
many a century, the Tempter whispered, — " You 
have undertaken an impossibility. You cannot 
establish a spiritual dominion. If You would 
win those kingdoms, and that glory. You must 
do homage to me. You cannot overcome evil 
by good ; but You may conquer the world by 
power. To that end You must make a covenant 
with me, for I am the Prince of this world. All 
these will I give Thee if Thou wilt fall down 
and worship me." 

Look round on the world. In the struggle 
between good and evil see the fearful odds at 
which the good is contending. Even now you 
almost question whether in the end the right 
can conquer. You can fancy then that the 
human mind of even Christ Himself might well 
be staggered for a moment by the awful doubt 
which Satan suggested. The most dangerous 
doubts are those which start up suddenly, and 
shake the very foundations of our faith ; and 
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the doubt on the mountain was of this character. 
Suddenly, and with terrible boldness, Satan dis- 
putes the supremacy, of God. *' In a moment of 
time" he spread before Christ all the kingdoms 
of the world, claimed them as his own — a claim 
of which the Eedeemer knew the truth too well 
— ^and then daringly asked,— ^Which is master 
after all, God or Satan ? 

Brethren, in the keen promptitude of the 
Eedeemer's rebuke, — "Get thee behind Me, 
Satan : for it is written. Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve ; " 
I read His acknowledgment of the fierce force 
of the temptation. Eemember that His human 
mind was subject to infirmities like ours. To 
tread that thorny path from Nazareth to Calvary, 
never doubting His Father^s wisdom, never 
doubting that to overcome evil with good was 
the best way, the right way, — and this, when 
He had boundless power within His grasp, when 
at the first signal ten thousand swords would 
have leaped from their scabbards to strike for 
the Messiah King, when the first word of prayer 
would have brought twelve legions of angels to 
His succour, — 0, to know all this, and never- 
theless to sorrow and suffer and die, in order 
that evil might be overcome by good and not 
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by force, and still never, even in the darkest 
hour, to doubt the Father^s will in spite of the 
Tempter's whisper — ^was not this the keenest 
struggle, the greatest victory of all ? 

I have dwelt at length on the third tempta- 
tion for a particular purpose. I have to devote 
the rest of my sermon to a brief discussion 
about religious doubts, and I wished to con- 
ciliate, as far as possible, the prejudice which 
some of my remarks will encounter. There is 
much bigotrj', harsh judgment, and want of 
charity rife at the present time as to doubts and 
doubters. You hear men speak bitterly and 
angrily on the subject. They would falter some- 
times in the midst of their denunciations, if 
they would only remember that the Eedeemer 
Himself had to fight with doubts. A misunder- 
standing has perverted their judgment, and 
chilled their charity. Doubt is not, as they 
suppose, a sin, but a temptation. Our High 
Priest was tempted in all points — ^yes, even by 
doubts — ^like as we are, yet without sin. 

Doubts are of two kinds, honest and dis- 
honest I wiU briefly speak of the latter first — 
briefly, because it is plain that our Lord's third 
temptation has nothing to teach us on this 
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score. But as I know too well that doubts 
oftener spring from dishonest, than from other, 
sources, I am bound to say a few words on this 
point in passing. 

Sinful doubts commonly arise from one or 
other of three causes. The first is very pitiable 
and contemptible. To win a reputation for 
cleverness, for liberal views and independent 
thought, you will now and then find persons, 
especially young persons, who aflFect not to be- 
lieve in the Bible at all, and hardly in Grod. 
They imagine that scepticism is a fine thing, 
that it is interesting and romantic to have 
doubts. It flatters their self-conceit to sneer 
at religion, as if it were all bigotry or pretence, 
to profess in their superiority a mighty indiflFer- 
ence about "parsons' jangles." I have not 
much to say concerning doubts of this sort, for 
I should hardly like to use in this pulpit the 
contemptuous language in which alone I have 
patience to speak about such miserable trifling 
with salvation, such wretched coquetting with 
God. 

The second cause of dishonest doubts is an 
evil life. Freethinking is often made the cloke 
for free-living. Now sin deadens the spiritual 
faculties. We know well how sensuality and 
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other vices can deteriorate and destroy the in- 
tellect, and degrade a genius into a driveller, 
but on the spiritual nature the eflFect of sin is 
doubly pernicious. Lust, avarice, or any sin 
wUfully indulged in, robs a man of his power 
to believa And besides the bad man has a 
motive for his incredulity. If the Bible be true 
in the main, if God hates sin and condemns 
sinners, it will go hard with him, and with this 
strong interest in the matter, he tries not to 
believe. There were doubters of this kind in 
David's time, and he called them " fools." " The 
fool hath said in his heart. There is no God " 
(Ps. xiv. 1). And he does not reason with them 
on their folly, but at once goes on to tax them 
with the real cause of their unbelief, — "They 
are corrupt, they have done abominable works, 
there is none that doeth good." It is rather 
late for that man to indulge in doubt, who has 
led a foul life and now has not the energy to 
repent of his sins, or the hardihood to face the 
consequences. Such a man has little claim on 
our sympathy, or pity : we give little credence 
to Ids professions of broad views and free 
thoughts, and intellectual difficulties : we may 
venture to imitate David, and without unjust 
harshness, nay, with genuine kindness, toss to 
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the winds the flimsy fallacies with which he 
beguiles himself, and plainly indict him before 
his own conscience, as a fooL 

The third course is lack of earnestness, — a 
fruitful source alike of lazy scepticism and, of 
what is hardly less mischievous, lazy credulity. 
The men who in the dreary barren days of the 
last century would have slumbered in comfort- 
able orthodoxy have been partially awakened 
by the new vigour, spiritual and intellectual, of 
the present age. They have been roused just 
enough to take a shallow intermittent interest 
in religious questions. They find the smaU-talk 
of the drawing-room a trifle less insipid than 
usual when it trenches on divinity. They rather 
like to frequent special services, and to hear 
celebrated preachers. The last theory about 
the j^millennium, or the last novelty in heresy, 
moves them to a little languid reflection. They 
occupy their leisure occasionally with " sensa- 
tion " theology, by way of change from " sensa- 
tion" romance. They have not a single clear 
religious conviction, they live in a hazy twilight. 
They have not exactly given up the old articles 
of their belief, or adopted the new speculations • 
their minds are littered with a motley jumble 
of crude doubts and crude credulities. They 

M 
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think that the recent objections to the Penta- 
teuch are very strong ; but that verbal inspira- 
tion is, on the whole, the safest theory* They 
are much attracted by "the latest results of 
German criticism " which have filtered into the 
English periodicals ; but they question whether 
it is wise to disturb people's minds about such 
subjects. They consider that there was "a good 
deal " in the Irish revivals, and " something '* 
in spirit-rapping ; nay, they are Uberal enough to 
think that even Mormonism has its bright side. 
In fact, they do not know what they reaUy be- 
lieve or disbelieve ; and worse stUl, they do not 
care to know. They are drifting, and they are 
content to drift, as chance may direct, — possibly 
into infidelity, possibly into fanaticism, probably 
into eternity without a creed. This is the 
spiritual condition of thousands among us, who 
are too indolent to face the mental and moral 
labour which the acquisition of a creed would 
cost them. 

But now let me speak of honest doubts — 
doubts of that kind to which our Master was 
exposed, temptations which call for tender sym- 
pathy and succour, not sins which justify sharp 
stem treatment. Why are we to deal harshly 
with a man because he is sorely assailed by that 
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kind of temptation, which I leam from our 
Lord's sojourn in the wilderness is beyond all 
others painful and dangerous ? 

I believe that a thoughtful man can rarely 
attain to maturity in religion, without being, at 
some period of his spiritual growth, harassed by 
doubts. If this ever was possible in the half- 
mythical " ages of faith," it is scarcely possible 
now. I do not hesitate to say that in these 
days of great intellectual activity and of great 
and growing irreverence, when religious ques- 
tions are canvassed always freely, often pro- 
fanely, rarely with humility ; when religious 
mysteries are handled and analysed in exactly 
the same fashion as metaphysical difficulties ; 
when the infallible Book, on which we have 
rested so long, has been bespattered with criti- 
cism and suspicion; when the old landmarks 
of belief have been removed, and the old dogmas 
shaken to the foundations : when men have been 
forced to try their religion by niew tests, and 
read their creeds in the light of new knowledge ; 
— ^in such days as these, it were almost im- 
possible for a man of education to pass from the 
instinctive faith of childhood to the conscious 
faith of manhood without having to fight with 
*and overcome religious doubts. I say, it is 
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almost impossible for a man ; for a woman it 
is much easier. She has her own trials to meet, 
but the more trustful, more devotional, less 
critical nature which God has given her, almost 
exempts her from this. To my mind scepticism 
in a woman is strange and abnormal, and pe- 
culiarly suggestive of some moral obliquity. It 
is a cruel thing to tamper with a woman's 
creed* But the man must face his inevitable 
temptation. Unless the religious instinct is 
very strong, tmless God has given the gift of 
faith in an unusual degree, — that temptation 
can hardly be escaped. I know there are many 
who have never struggled against it, — ^but who 
are they ? Commonly they are men who have 
never believed enough to doubt : never " pon- 
dered these things in their minds," never " com- 
muned with their own hearts in their chambers:" 
— routine Christians, who go through the round 
of religious observances out of a habit, who take 
up their religious opinions at second-hand, who 
believe and almost worship by proxy. I do not 
say that the religion of such as these is alto- 

* " Leave thou thy sister when she prays 
Her early Heaven, her happy views ; 
Nor thou with shadow'd hint confuse 
A life that leads melodious days." 

In Memoriam^ miiL 
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gether worthless and unreal, but I do say that 
they are not likely to be men of deep convictions 
and strong purposes; they are not likely to 
value their faith so highly as they do who have 
fought for their creed, and rescued it, morsel by 
morsel, out of the kingdom of darkness. On 
the strength of such faith as theirs — ^which after 
all is hardly a faith in God, but rather a faith 
in the faith of others — ^they have no right to 
despise and condemn the unhappy doubter, 
who, although in darkness now, is struggling to 
the light, while they are content with the twi- 
light. Error, it has been well said, is often 
immature knowledge. Doubt likewise is often 
nascent faith. Although we pray our Father 
not to lead us into temptation, yet we know that 
under His providence temptation itself becomes 
the wholesome discipline which we all so sorely 
need. In this most searching of all temptations 
I recognize the highest kind of discipline. The 
whole Bible warns us that God's choicest ser* 
vants must pass through this trial by fire. It 
is their fervent love of truth, their strong 
yearning after God, that lays some men open 
to honest doubt : if they cared little, or 
nothing, for either one or the other, they would 
^escape these riddles and perplexities. Out of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



16« DOUBT, OR THE THIRD TEMPTATION, 

Ms keen conviction of this fact our great poet 
gave forth the famous lines, 

** There lives more faith in honest doubt, 
Believe me, than in half the creeds." 

And the good bishop must have strongly felt 
the same who wrote, — • 

** Did never thorns thy path beset ? 
Beware — ^be not deceived ; 
He who has never doubted yet, 
Has never yet believed. " 

And you, who have no compassion for the 
honest doubter, tell me, have you any concep- 
tion of his grief and pain during that struggle 
in the dark ? I cannot withhold my sympathy, 
like you, for I have had terrible glimpses 
into such men's minds; I have known them 
driven almost mad by the torture of scepticism. 
Ay, believe me it is indeed a day of darkness 
and tribulation when the mind has broken loose 
from its old moorings, and is adrift on a sea of 
speculation, adrift with no polar star to steer by, 
adrift with God's light for a time eclipsed, and 
all around no landmark is seen, no beacon ray 
of hope points the onward way. Oh who, that 
has not felt it, can tell the utter anguish of that 
hour when the hands which have been flung up 
to Grod in the strong instinct of prayer, are 
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borne down again by the crushing doubt 
whether, after aU^ there is a God to pray to. 

My brethren, I am sure that there is no war- 
rant in Scripture for treating honest doubts as 
damnable sins. In the ranks of the Apostles 
there was a doubter, a warm-hearted, devoted 
man, who loved his Master ; but at one critical 
juncture a doubt took possession of his mind. 
Perhaps he did not fairly resist and struggle 
against it ; but at any rate it was an honest 
doubt, and our Lord in pity gave him the very 
proof he asked for. And when the Apostle had 
flung himself at his kind Master's feet, with the 
words of adoration bursting from his lips, — 
"My Lord, and my God" — the Eedeemer's 
very reproof thrilled with love, — " Thomas, be- 
cause thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed : 
blessed are they that have not seen, and jret 
have believed.*' 

Can we convinoe tlie doubter by treating him 
loDsfaly 1 No, but we can make him a hypo- 
crite. Few men can bear up against tmiversal 
coldness and distrust. The hinted anathema 
galls them, they quail under the tacit excom- 
munication; many cannot even aflFord the 
money loss which a character for scepticism 
might inflict. If they cannot believe, at any 
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rate they can conform. So they drive in their 
doubts, and veil them over. "With moving lip 
and bended knee they feign a faith they do not 
feel. By the loss of honesty and self-respect, 
4r the risk of lettmg doubt develop into in- 
fidelity, by poisoning the well-springs of their 
life, they buy back the good opinions of the 
worid. And which is the worst, — ^the doubter 
or the hypocrite? You have just heard how 
OUT Lord dealt with the doubter, and you re- 
member those awful woes of His against the 
hypocrites, — woes of which across eighteen cen- 
turies we still seem to catch the echo. 

Possibly you may think much that I have 
said strange and dangerous language for the 
pulpit Strange it may be, dangerous it is not 
But if my words have given comfort to any in 
this congregation who may be harassed by 
doubts ; if they prove a timely warning of the 
danger of turning hypocrite for the sake of 
woridly ease or advantage ; if they avail, in one 
single instance, to check the well-meant but 
most unwise persecution by which religious 
people often drive doubters into infidelity, — I 
am well content to bear your adverse criticisni. 

God forbid that I should express any weak 
or sentimental sympathy with religious doubts. 
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You have wofully misunderstood me if I have 
faUed to impress you with my own conviction 
that of all kinds of temptation they are the most 
dangerous. You must, lite your Master, turn 
round upon them, and beat them back with a 
" get thee hence, Satan," You must not dally 
with them ; meet them fairly at once, and fight 
them down. Do not harbour the uneasy notion 
that your creed won't bear inquiry ; do not rest 
contented with half-smothering your incredulity ; 
do not go on thinking that God and religion are 
open questions, which you cannot settle and 
which you can afford to leave unsettled. If you 
are content to continue in this state of uncer- 
tainty, neither believing nor disbelieving, you 
will eventually sink into infidelity. If doubts 
once take possession of your mind, you must 
destroy them, or they will destroy you. 

Yes, you must "face the spectres of your 
mind, and lay them." But perhaps some of 
them will refuse to obey the dictates of your 
will. Perhaps one and another will single 
themselves out of the crowd and plead, "We 
are no spectres, we are the shadows of facts." 
And perhaps conscience will of a sudden side 
with these doubts and forbid you to banish them 
like the others, till you have tested whether 
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they are unlawful intruders, or no. A voice may 
speak in your heart — is it the voice of the 
Spiiit ? — and warn you not to treat as tempta- 
tions from Satan what are perhaps inspirations 
from God. What are you to do in such a 
dilemma? Solemnly and deliberately I reply, 
— " Beware lest you be found fighting against 
God." What Church or sect dare teU its 
members that it is infallible, that aU doubts 
are devil-bom which caU in question its tenets ? 
Even if you are presumptuous enough to claim 
infallibility for your own commimion, you are 
bound in logic to deny it to aU others. How 
then are^ these poor heretics to escape out of 
their hereditary errors into the light of your 
truth if they are to crush all doubts ? But if 
you teU them to search for truth, they wiU 
retort your advice, and cut you to the quick 
with the other side of your two-edged doctrine. 
Or again, will you venture to assert that 
Christendom has nothing more to leam about 
God, that all error is expunged from our creed ? 
Four centuries ago thousands believed just the 
same, and were as angry against innovations as 
you are. And yet, I fancy, you can thank God 
that the monk at Erfurt did not, could not, 
stifle his doubts. What if God Himself is 
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rousing and racking men's minds with doubts 
in this nineteenth century, as He did once 
before in the sixteenth, Therefore, in much 
trembling but in much earuestness I say,— 
Beware lest ye be found fighting against God. 
It is less dangerous to harbour a doubt than to 
believe a lie. Be careful not to mistake the love 
of truth for scepticism, and crush that. When 
conscience tells you not to strangle this or that 
question by a strong effort of will, but . to go 
boldly forth in search of truth, you must obey. 
It is the only safe plan. Banish with the 
keenest jealousy every bad or selfish motive 
that might warp your judgment, cry to God for 
help, and then go bravely on in your righteous 
quest, and the Spirit of Truth wiU guide you 
to the truth you. need. Brethren, if in the 
midst of our riddles and perplexities we could 
not believe this, our life would be an intolerable 
torture. 

Two words in conclusion as to the weapons 
with which we are to conquer baneful doubts. 

The first is prayer. Mark our Lord's answer, 
"Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
Him only shalt thou serve." Attacked by doubt 
He at once threw Himself for support upon 
God. Brethren, we must do the same. " Eight 
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faith is the gift of God." " Ask, and it shall 
be given you." Prayer is a feeling after God 
with spirit hands, a struggling into His unseen, 
yet felt, presence. Let that presence be felt, 
however feebly, and noxious- doubts will fade 
before it, as the vapours of night fade before 
the rising sun. I know that when scepticism 
is busy in the heart it is hard to pray : but 
still you must try, and if you wUl, you can. 
The power increases with the effort. Even 
should the arch-doubt, — Is there a God ? — rise 
up before you, even then you must pray, though 
your only cry be this, — God, if there be a 
God, save me, T perish. 

The second weapon is work, — hearty, earnest 
work for GoA In the grand Latin proverb, 
Idborare est orare, work is worship, there is more 
meaning than is commonly recognized. You 
cannot work for a righteous purpose without 
some faith in the final victory of right, some 
conscious fellowship with the Lord of right. 
Such faith and fellowship are a form of prayer. 
There is ever a flavour of latent atheism in 
slotL Doubt is the natural product of idle- 
ness. If you sit thinking about yourselves, 
languidly reading and meditating, indulging in 
dreamy sentimentalities, you are almost sure to 
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be the prey of morbid misgivings. But go and 
find some work to do, and do it with your 
might, and then your misgivings and per- 
plexities will dwindle away. If you cannot 
begin to believe at any rate you can begin to 
do ; and action is the stepping-stone to faith. 
The promise is clear: — "If any man will do 
His will, he shall know of the doctrine whether 
it be of God" (John vii. 17). 
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NEW LESSONS PROM AN OLD STORY. 
(Preached June 21st, 1863.) 

1 Sam. III. 11. 

And t?ie Lord said to Samuelj Behold^ I icill do a thing in 
Israel, at which both the ears of every one thai heareth U 
shall tingle. 

The Book of Judges gives us a pitiable picture 
of the moral condition of the Israelites between 
the days of Joshua and Samuel Similar inci- 
dents recur again and again with singular 
monotony. The people are roused out of their 
apostasy by some terrible scourge ; the scourge 
brings a gleam of repentance, and that is 
speedily followed by a miraculous deliverance. 
Then comes a fresh apostasy, to be followed in 
due course by the same series of events. The 
general tendency, however, was continually 
downwards. Under the judgeship of Eli the 
people had sunk to a lower depth than ever 
befora The Philistines, their bitterest and 
most dangerous enemies, were masters of the 
land: and the Israelites, beaten in the open 
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field, withont a leader, and almost without 
anns, either skulked in the caves and ravines 
of their mountains, or else slunk down among 
their lost vineyards and cornfields to live as 
the degraded serfs of their conquerors. But 
bad as was their plight politically, their moral 
state was worse. Their religion was poisoned 
at the fountain head : from the Tabernacle 
itself lust and profanity went forth to pollute 
the land. 

I ask you to study to-day, for our own 
behoof, the means by which God redeemed 
His people out of their degradation. It is not 
of course of their political degradation that I 
care to speak. To beat back the Philistines 
into their own cities, to rescue the land from 
slavery — this was soon done. At the word of 
the Lord the hail, the lightning, and the raiu 
fought for Israel as they had done of old : the 
Spirit of the Lord entered into Saul and Jona** 
than, into David and his men of war, and the 
armies of the heathen fled before them. Even 
from these manifestations of Jehovah's power 
we have something to learn: but we have 
much more to learn from the way in which 
He redeemed Israel from superstition and 
infidelity. 
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To appreciate the remedy we must under- 
stand the disease. Let us look therefore some- 
what closely at the characteristics of Israel's 
apostasy in the days of Eli. 

The chief thing to notice is this, that while 
they had lost the kernel of their religion they 
had kept the husk. We read of idolatry and 
horrible wickedness in the land ; but still the 
services at Shiloh were kept up ; men brought 
their offerings and made their sacrifices ; the 
incense altar duly smoked, the sacred candle- 
stick was duly lighted; the Tabernacle was 
highly reverenced, and as for the Ark — ^in that 
the peof)le had such unbounded faith that they 
fancied its presence in the camp would alone 
ensure victory over the Philistines. They had, 
I say, the husk of their religion left ; yet even 
that was likely to be lost soon. " As with the 
priests, so with the people," and the priests 
were atheists already; — " sons of Belial," openly 
and brutally corrupt, who seemed to gloat over 
making the very Tabernacle the scene of their 
rapacity and lust. As yet the nation at large 
was not simk so low as this. In the dark 
picture one faint gleam appears : the people 
had still grace enough to be scandalized at the 
priests' participation in the general profligacy. 
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and to feel that what would have been pro- 
per enough in the ministers of Ashtaroth, was 
hardly right in the ministers of Jehovah. They 
were not atheists as yet : they believed in a 
God of some sort. Yes — ^but of what sort? 
Why, they believed (and this species of mis- 
belief is not by any means extinct) in a sense- 
less and unrighteous God : — a God who would 
be quite satisfied if they brought their first- 
fruits regularly, burnt their incense correctly, 
kept their passovers strictly : a God whom they 
could cajole into benevolence and beneficence 
by rites and ceremonies, by offerings and bribes : 
a God whose indignation would be terrible if 
the priest fetched up his share of the sacrifice 
out of the seething-pot at random with a flesh- 
hook, instead of taking his lawful portion ! 
(For mark, I pray you, the deep significance 
of the circumstance that the priests seem to 
have excited fax more "abhorrence" by this 
petty infraction of a ceremony, than by all 
their gross sensuality.) That God was a Spirit 
whom men must worship in spirit and truth ; 
that He had not the same delight in bumt- 
ofiferings and in sacrifices as in obeying the 
voice of the Lord ; that He looked with awful 
wrath on the lust, rapine, and idolatry with 

N 
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which the land was fall &om Dan to Beersheba» 
— ^were facts not contemplated in their religion : 
they took for granted that Jehovah's view of 
religion was the same as theirs, — a business in 
which observances and ceremonies were all in 
all^ and righteousness and truth of little con^ 
sequence. " They thought wickedly," to borrow 
the Psalmisfs language, "that God was alto- 
gether such a one as themselves." 

How then was such a people as this to be 
taught the true nature of God? to be made 
to understand that arks, and tabernacles, and 
altars were worthless in comparison of holiness, 
and truth, and purity ? Eeverently let us mark 
Qod'g method of dealing. 
. In the first place, God "took a little child 
ajid set him in their midst." Bom in answer 
to prayer, dedicated from his birtlj to God, 
ordained from infancy to minister in the pol- 
luted sanctuary — ^from his earliest childhood 
Samuel, girt in his little ephod of white linen, 
stood before his countrymen as the symbol of 
innocence and purity. And the symbol was 
worth the more because the child had none 
of the hereditary sacredness which even in 
Hoph^i and Phineas evoked the slavish rever- 
ence of the people. For, as though to put a 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



NEW LESSONS PROM AN OLD STORY. 179 

deliberate slight on the regular priesthood, the 
wonderful child-priest was not taken from 
Aaron's family. He had none but moral sanc- 
tity. But in virtue of that he was soon raised 
to be more than a symbol to the people ; he 
was raised to be a prophet. For years there 
had been no open vision : but now it became 
known that in the watches of the night God 
had spoken to the young child at Shiloh, and 
called him by his name: it became known 
that Jehovah had given the little stripling a 
prophet's commission; had bidden him speak 
words of doom against the house of sluggish 
Eli and his recreant sons; had bidden him 
proclaim that the Lord would soon do a thing 
in Israel at which both the ears of every one 
that heard it wotild tingle. 

The boy-prophet must have been a startling 
messenger to the Israelites. It must have 
shaken their superstition to discover that God 
honoured a guUeless child more than all the 
paraphernalia of the Tabernacle — more than 
the High Priest himself. But they readily 
acknowledged his commission; for they were 
always an impressible people, whether for ^evil 
or good. " All Israel, from Dan even to Beer- 
sheba, knew that Samuel was established to be 
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a prophet of the Lord." His authority grew 
with his years; and by degrees he made men 
once more feel that God was a jealous GU)d, 
not to be hoodwinked by outward service, but 
stem to exact the worship of the heart and 
the life. It was not so much by the actual 
words which He put into the prophet's mouth, 
but by the holy life which He inspired hiwi 
to live before their eyes, that God spoke to 
the people through SamueL He is remarkable 
among the hero-saints of old on two accounts. 
He is, in the first place, the most blameless 
character in the Old Testament No single sin 
is recorded against him At the end of his 
official life he could challenge the people to 
convict him of one single offence, and the 
answer of the assembly was a unanimous shout 
of acquittal And in the second place, at a 
time when all the usual channels of conmiu- 
nication with Jehovah were closed, when all 
the usual forms of worship were destroyed, 
he was admitted into a closer and more con- 
stant intercourse with God than was ever 
vouchsafed to any other prophet. The Israel- 
ites, who watched with awe this wonderful 
commimion, named him, in their reverence, 
the Seer. Blind and stupid as they were, they 
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must have seen that the marvellous favour 
which God showed him was at once the cause 
and the reward of his high honour and his 
spotless integrity. And thus by the life and 
character of His prophet, even more than by 
his formal words, God taught the people that 
religion and righteousness were one and the 
same, and that religion without righteousness 
is a mockery and a delusion. 

But this truth was to be stamped still deeper 
on the nation's mind They had trusted blindly 
to their hereditary priests, their sacrifices, their 
tabernacle, and their ark. These things which 
shoujd have been for their health had become 
to them an occasion of falling. They were 
meant to teach them godliness : but in actual 
fact they had only taught them superstition. 
Therefore God in His mercy took them all 
away. He taught them, with fearful distinct- 
ness, that, except for His own good purposes. 
He cared for none of these things. In ordinary 
and easy times your sinner is a practical 
atheist; in the hour of danger and distress 
he is the abject slave of superstition. For 
years they had gone on living without God in 
the world, in spite of their unmeaning round 
of sacrifices and ceremonies. But in the panic. 
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after the Philistines had defeated their aftnies 
at Aphek, their base superstition showed itself. 
They sent for the ark to make victory sure in 
the next day's fight. Then God took occasion 
to teach them the lesson they needed. The 
ark was taken, the priests slain, the host routed, 
and the old judge killed by the news. Thus 
much the Book of Samuel tells us ; from hints 
in other parts of Scripture {e.g. Ps. Ixxviii 
59^ — 64 ; Jer. vii 12) we learn that the Philis- 
tines went up to Shiloh, uprooted the sanctuary, 
abolished the services and massacred the priests. 
For many a long year there was no public 
worship, no sacrifices, no incense - buming. 
The worthless husk of their religion, which 
alone in their blindness they had valued, even 
this last vestige of the covenant which God 
had made with their fathers, was now taken 
from them. 

A terrible, and yet a merciful, lesson. For 
years God had been speaking to them, and yet 
they had never heard His voice. The burnt- 
offerings and oblations, the tabernacle and ark, 
the Priests and Levites were all ordained by 
Him. They were His own chosen means of 
communication with His people ; the methods 
by which He sought to teach them His own 
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holiness and the sinfuhiess of their sins. But 
they, poor fools, had never understood this. 
They had fancied all along that they were 
speaking to God, not God to them. They never 
dreamt that He was trying to change their 
hearts and minds ; they fancied forsooth that 
it was their business to try and change His 
!mind. They fancied that the round of services 
and sacrifices were meant to propitiate His 
favour, to buy His kindness, to cajole Him 
out of His anger. In short, they were utterly 
ignorant that their own hard hearts and foul 
natures wanted changing: they wanted to 
change God ; to make His stem eyes blind to 
their sins, to bribe His stem justice to forgive 
their iniquities. 

And in all earnestness I must ask you. 
Christian brethren, whether we have not some 
need to learn the same lesson which God so 
painfully taught the Israelites. I much fear 
that we have. I fear that we like them have 
sometimes tumed what should have been for 
our health into an occasion of falling. I fear 
that we too sometimes make a difference be^ 
tween religion and righteousness, and fancy a 
man may be truly pious, though he is not 
truly honest and pure and kind. I fear that 
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we sometimes imagine that our religion is not 
meant to renew our hearts and natures, but to 
alter God's feelings, to bend His will, to buy 
His favour and appease His anger. And with 
this pitiable misbelief, which is the source of 
all superstition, we mar at times our highest 
acts of worship. In a few minutes we are 
to draw near to the Lord's Table. In what 
spirit, and with what purpose, do we come? 
GU)d forbid that I should judge any man : it 
is for you to judge yourselves, and to discover 
whether my words hit a blot. Beyond doubt 
men often do come with strange notions in 
their heads. You know the common means 
by which the servile man of the world tries 
to curry favour with the rich and powerful; 
how careful he is to preserve due etiquette, 
how anxious to show the great man every 
attention; what devices he employs to attract 
his friendly notice. And oh! to think that 
Christian men, in this nineteenth century, 
should go to their Lord's Table in a spirit 
not very unlike this; go, as a matter of spi- 
ritual etiquette ; go to win Christ's favour, to 
stand well with Him; to avoid giving Him 
offence. And is it, or is it not, a delusion 
of mine, to fancy that thousands do go to their 
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Master's Feast with some such strange purpose 
as this ? 

But this is not the line of thought I want you 
to follow now. It seems to me that the history 
of the capture of the Ark and the faU of Shiloh 
has a lesson to teach us peculiarly applicable 
to the present time : it seems to me that this 
juncture in the religious history of Israel is 
strikingly like the very juncture in our own 
religious history through which we are now 
passing. 

Of late years there has been a strange amount 
of Bible-worship in England — a worship not of 
the spirit but of the letter. To judge from the 
exaggerated language which is counted ortho- 
dox, we seem to have fixed our faith on a Book 
instead of GU)d, to expect a Book to save us. 
One religious party among us have taken for 
their motto the strange cry, " The Bible, and the 
Bible only, is the religion of Protestants." And 
the cry is far too true. We have been in danger 
of making a God of our Scriptures. Now mark, 
I earnestly pray you, some symptoms and re- 
sults of this error. 

We clergy well know the priceless worth of 
the Bible among the unlearned classes ; how it 
has been, and still is, a witness for righteousness 
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and for God among them, a ceaseless and suc- 
cessful protest against their favourite vices. 
We know that their morality is indissolubly 
bound up with their reverence for the Scrip- 
tures ; and therefore it is our constant endeavour 
to foster and spread that reverence. But un- 
happily, right and left of us, we find instead of 
a genuine reverence, a lamentable counterfeit. 
The Scriptures, like the Sacrament, are treated 
not as the means of grace, but as the instru- 
ment of superstition. The notion is widely 
prevalent that to "read a chapter" is a good 
work, highly meritorious, likely to please God. 
The English peasant, when sick, " reads a chap- 
ter" for just the same purpose as an Italian 
peasant says a Pater Noster, or an Ave Maria. 
Often it matters very little where the chapter 
comes from : the most obscure portion in a pro- 
phet wiU serve as weU as the simplest passage 
in an evangelist. We are constantly sent for to 
read by sick beds : we go and find the patient 
too lethargic, too suffering, too indifferent to 
attend. StiU the afl&icted relatives are urgent 
that we should read : they are confident that 
it will do the sick man good, — confident, that 
is, that it will propitiate God in his favour. 
In comparison with the notion that our Bible- 
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reading can change the mind of Grod, the popu- 
lar belief in the semi-miraculous potency of the 
Scriptures to change the minds of men is less 
portentous. Yet from that belief no little mis- 
chief results. The Israelites thought their Ark, 
by its own inherent sanctity, would vanquish 
the Philistines for them ; and we seem to think 
that our Book, by its own intrinsic virtue, will 
convert the heathen for us, both at home and 
abroad. " To disseminate the Scriptures " is 
our favourite scheme for the furtherance of 
mission work. We have cheapened them among 
the "masses" till they are often treated as waste 
paper : we have sown them broad-cast in all 
places of public resort, at the risk of exposing 
them to constant ribaldry and desecration : 
India, China, Africa, the islands of the South 
Sea, Madagascar — every place, in fine, Inhere the 
English flag flies has been flooded with our trans- 
lations of the Bible. " What ! " you cry, " do 
you deny that this is a glorious work ? " My 
friends, it is a great work : I thank God for it : 
I devoutly pray that it may go on and prosper. 
But, at the same'timei I protest agaiost the 
belief that these Bibles will convert the nations. 
Herq and there you light on striking cases 
where the Scriptures alone have awakened a 
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man out of his sin-sleep. But you must con- 
fess that such instances are few and far between. 
You must confess that the harvest reaped from 
the many millions of Bibles we have sown is 
wofolly small And small it will continue, till 
we shake off our indolence, and cease to imagine 
that the Book will work spiritual prodigies to 
save us toil and sacrifice. We want men as 
well as printed leaves, a Samuel as well as an 
Ark. We must "disseminate the Scriptures," 
in yet another form. If they are to be a light 
to lighten the Grentiles, the light must chiefly 
shine through our own righteous lives. We 
shall scatter copies of the Bible to little pur- 
pose, unless we make our own honesty, sym- 
pathy and self-denial the practical commentary. 
Thus, and, as a rule, thus only can we win 
men's faith for our Book and our God. Abstract 
truth, even abstract Gospel truth, cannot (save 
by a species of miracle) soften and enlighten 
the hard and ignorant. But when that truth 
lives and speaks in the person of a devoted 
Christlike man, its power is irresistible. Breth- 
ren, if our mission work is not to languish and 
lag we must quicken the latent virtue of the 
printed pages into active power by our noble 
deeds and winning example. 
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And the Bibliolatry which has hindered our 
mission-work, has likewise narrowed and dark- 
ened our own knowledge of the Scriptures, To 
Eomanists our Protestant controversies over the 
interpretation of the Bible are a puzzle and 
a scandal There is too much truth in their 
charge that we make it mean almost anything 
to suit our purposes. We have used it as a 
magazine of hard texts to throw at our religious 
opponents : we have turned and twisted its 
language into accordance with our own views 
and dogmas : we have made it serve as a mirror 
to reflect back our own prejudices, and then 
persuaded ourselves that those prejudices have 
the Divine sanction. The bitter sad epigram 
upon the Bible, 

** One day at least in every week 
The sects of every kind 
Their doctrines here are sure to seek, 
And just as sure to find/' 

is hardly an exaggeration. And what is the 
cure for this unseemly Babel of dissonant inter-, 
pretations ? Must we bow to the authority of 
the Church ? Three centuries ago we rang out 
a sharp clear — " no." Saddened and taught by 
experience we repeat that "no" more mourn- 
fully now, but still decidedly. Is there then 
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no other remedy ? I am sure there is. Every 
text must have its own real, right meaning- 
It cannot mean ten wholly dififerent things. 
And while we exhort every Church and sect to 
make their ultimate appeal to the Bible, are we 
to believe that the true sense of the Bible is 
beyond discovery ? By a careful study of the 
text, and of all that can throw light upon the 
text, it mvst be possible to attain the right 
interpretation at last Already the significance 
of many passages of Scripture is indisputably 
fixed ; and the man who fastens on them any 
other explanation only displays his self-conceit 
or his ignorance. I, for one, cling yearningly 
to the hope that the time may yet come wheu 
God's meaning in all parts of Scripture may be 
clearly known, and all our indecent wranglings 
over the sacred text be finally silenced in 
Catholic interpretation and Catholic agreement. 
But as yet our popular Bible-worship darkens 
the hope. In many quarters "Biblical criti* 
cism" is regarded with invincible dislike and 
suspicion. To seek enlightenment in reading 
the Scriptures from any source but the Holy 
Spirit is counted profanity. Simple Christians 
are warned to "beware lest any man spoil them 
through philosophy," and "human leamiug.*' 
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We are triumphantly referred to the pious pea- 
sants who draw more saving knowledge from 
the Scriptures than the most eradite scholars. 
My friends, half-truths are often more mis- 
chievous than downright lies. I have, to my 
own shame, seen men, with not a tithe of my 
>education, quickened with a tenfold measure of 
the true spirit of the Bible. Amid our bewil- 
dering controversies about the inspiration of 
the authors of the Bible long ago, I love to 
believe that God inspires honest readers of the 
Bible now. But is all this a reason for saying, 
"Let us continue in 'ignorance' that grace may 
abound?" Truly the prevalent belief in the 
value and safety of ignorance in religious mat- 
ters is a portentous resurrection of an " extinct 
Satan." It is our Protestant boast that we 
restored to the common people the Holy Book 
which the Church of Eome had withheld : and 
now, false to our own principles, we are content 
to leave four-fifths of it a dead letter. 

Again: mark into what grievous peril we 
bring the Book by our superstitious faith. 
Our worship of the letter is doubtless incom- 
patible with an acceptance of many recent 
revelations of science. We forget that, if God 
is God and His Word is Truth, neither He 
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nor it has anything to fear from the strictest 
scrutiny. When new discoveries proved various 
old interpretations untenable — ^interpretations 
which men had been wont to identify with the 
Bible and so found it hard to abandon without 
a shock to their religion, we almost drove 
them into infidelity. Staggered in, yet attached 
to, their early convictions, eager to believe, yet 
rightly craving that their belief should not be 
blind and unreasoning, they demanded an expla- 
nation of the new difiBiculties ; and we, in the 
unhappy panic which was the logical conse- 
quence of our Bible-worship, replied by branding 
proved facts as unhallowed speculations, and 
science as the foe of the Gospel. The half- 
angry, haJf-sad rejoinder from thousands was 
this; — ^you of the religious world know, or 
ought to know, more of spiritual matters than 
we do : if it is as you declare, — ^if facts are 
inconsistent with faith, then we must give up 
our old creed ; we have neither the power nor 
the will to believe in defiance of irresistible 
evidence. 

Thank God, however, there is less danger 
than there once was from the collision between 
our letter-worship and science : subtler mischief 
is now resulting from the conflict of that wor- 
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ship with morality. Beyond all denial the 
popular theories about the Bible raise strange 
questions concerning the righteousness of God. 
In logical accordance with our slavish reverence 
for the text we are bound to admit that God 
has done and sanctioned deeds which jar with 
our highest conceptions of morality. And rather 
than renounce one iota of our Bibliolatry we 
have elected to believe this, — ^to believe that 
Qod is not everlastingly and immutably good, 
that He has . a perfect right to do wrong to 
further His designs, that He is, so to speak, an 
Omnipotent Jesuit with whom the end justifies 
the means ; that He was — ^to cite one painful 
instance from which the Bibliolaters have not 
shrunk — an accessary to the murder of Sisera. 
We shrink from such conclusions when stated 
nakedly. Yet of late, when divinity professors 
in University pulpits worked out this doctrine 
for us into a complete theory, when they proved 
that God has not revealed His own holiness, 
but merely furnished us with a "regulative" 
code of morals good enough for our pui'poses ; 
when they questioned whether He was un- 
changeably "righteous" in the only sense which 
we can attach to the word ; when they argued 
that just as He can work physical, so he can 
o 
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work "moral miracles"* — ^we greeted their 
opinions with an outburst of orthodox applause. 
To my mind that applause was one of the 
saddest and most significant incidents of the 
present century. To such a pass has our letter- 
worship brought us. What practical results 
will foUow if the theory maintains its hold on 
popular favour, remains to be seen ? It will 
not require much sophistry to convince us that 
if God is justified in working moral miracles, 
we are justified in copying His example. 

And now look what is happening to us in 
the midst of our Bible worship. Suddenly 
there has sprung up a crop of doubts and diffi- 
culties concerning Holy Writ — a crop sown not 
by professed unbelievers, but by bishops and 
priests of our own Church. Forthwith, con- 

* As readers not well acquainted with recent theological 
discussions will otherwise think that I am drawing on my 
imagination, I give a quotation from Mr. Hansel's celebrated 
Bampton Lectures : — ** There is indeed an obvious analogy 
between these temporary suspensions of the laws of moral 
obligation and the corresponding suspension of the laws of 
natural phenomena which constitutes our ordinary concep- 
tion of a miracle. So much so, indeed, that the former 
might without impropriety be designated as Moral Miracles. 
In both, the Almighty is reganled as suspending, for special 
purposes, not the eternal laws which constitute His own 
absolute nature, but the created laws which He imposed at 
a certain time upon a particular portion of His creatures." — 
Fourth Edition, p. 159. 
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sternation travels through the land. Frightened 
Christians, as though convinced that Chris- 
tianity will not bear investigation, clamour 
for sharp measures and speedy prosecutions, 
for fear the Bible and religion should be 
lost. Nay, some have passed from panic to 
despair, and already raise the cry, "Ichabod, 
the glory is departed." I, for one, do not share 
in the consternation; I am loth to echo the 
Ichabod cry. I dare say that the doubts will 
become even more serious, the difficulties even 
more formidable than they now appear. I 
much fear that in consequence some weak 
Christians will make shipwreck of their faith ; 
but for the final issue to the Church at large, 
I feel no alarm. To that I can look forward 
with the calmest hope, the surest confidence. 
And why? Because I know that we are in 
the hands of the same God Who once gave 
His Ark, His Sanctuaiy, and the lives of His 
priests into the hands of the uncircumcised 
Philistines, in order to teach the Israelites that 
they were not to trust in these things, but in 
Him, their Lord and God. When the lesson was 
learned. He restored the Ark, He revived the 
priesthood, He built them a Temple on Mount 
Sion far more glorious than the. Tabernacle 
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at Shiloh. If God sees fit, for our super- 
stition and Bibliolatry, in some measure to take 
our Bible from us, when we have learned otir 
lesson, He will give it us back again. I know 
He will, for that Holy Book is more necessary 
to us than Tabernacle and Ark ever were to 
Israel And when restored, we shall reverence 
it more wisely, more truly, than before; we 
shall read it more humbly, more peacefully, 
more prayerfully ; and then we shall find it to 
be in very deed, what now, alas ! it is often 
only in name — ^the Word of God. 

But before we reach this consummation, 
we must be convinced that, "I believe in 
the Bible," is not the keystone of our faith, 
not our only reason for believing in God. 
Supposing it could be proved that the Scrip- 
tures were full of errors like common books ; 
that prophets and Evangelists were as fal- 
lible as other ancient writers ; that every 
theory of Inspiration is untenable — I do not 
for a moment anticipate that any of these 
tilings ever will come to pass, but supposing 
they did — ^would you be forced to abandon 
Christianity? Certainly you would, if "the 
Bible; and the Bible only, were your religion ;" 
but Tiot if you believed in God. If you have 
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ever felt that you are one with Christ, and 
Christ with you ; if you have experienced His 
redeeming power, and communed with His 
Spirit; if you know that God is not merely 
a highly probable God, but a Fact — a Fact 
on which you have found that your physical 
and spiritual existence alike depend, for you 
have fathomed the significance of those words, 
"in Him we live, and move, and have our 
being,'' — ^then your faith cannot stand or fall 
with " verbal inspiration," or any other theory, 
about the Bible; "for neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate you from the love of God, which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord " (Eom. viii. 39). 



THE END. 
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" The question, it is to be regretted, has not received a larger share 
of attention from the public at large than it has done, \7hich may, no 
doubt, be ascribed to the difficulty of obtaining the data necessary to 
enable them to arrive at any definite conclusion. This obstacle is now 
removed by the publication before us, which is one of the most able 
productions upon the sulgect which we hnve met with."— ilftdland 
CountUs Herald. 
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